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NOTICE. 



In the following description of the geological structure of the 
country around Stockport, Macclesfield, Gongleton, and Leek, 
Mr. Edward Hull and Mr. A. H. Green have faithfully worked 
out all the details of the Lower Carboniferous rocks, and have 
clearly shown the age and relationship of beds hitherto imper- 
fectly understood. They have very properly adopted as far as 
possible the terminology used by Professor John Phillips in his 
work on the Geology of Yorkshire, and there is good reason to 
hope, that the sub-divisions of the Yoredale group, which they 
have established in this southern region, will be found to agree 
with those laid down in that ab^S^ork. 

RODERICK I. MURCHISON, 

Director-General. 

September 19, 18G5. 



\^ 



PREFACE. 



In presenting this Memoir we have the pleasure of acknowledging 
our obligations to the proprietors and managers of the collieries 
and otliei' mining works in the district, amongst whom we may 
particularly mention— Mr. John Fletcher, and his manager Mr. 
Bain, of the Haughton Green Collieries ; Mr. Peter Higson, Her 
Majesty's Inspector of Mines ; Mr. Jowett, and his manager Mr. 
Clayton, of Bredbury Colliery, and the managers of the collieries 
at Ludworth, Compstall, and Broadhurst Edge belonging to the 
same proprietor ; Mr. Brocklehurst, of the Disley and Middle Cale 
Collieries; Mr. Legh, M.P., Mr. Clayton of Norbury Moor, and 
the late Mr. Mercer of Newton-in-Makerfield, together with the 
underlookers of the Lyme Park and Norbury Collieries ; Mr. 
Greenwell, and Mr. Mattox, underlooker, of Lord Vernon's 
Collieries at Poynton ; Mr. Gisbome and his manager, and Mr. 
Srigley, of the Collieries at Whaley ; Mr. Livesley, of Shrigley ; 
Mr. Kirk, of Winter Fold CoUiery; Mr. Williams, owner of 
Kerridge Flagstone Quarries ; Captain Osborne, of the Alderley 
Edge Copper Works ; and the manager of the works at Mottram 
St. Andrew. 

We have also to thank Mr. T. D. Sainter of Macclesfield, who 
not only placed at our disposal many facts bearing on the geology 
of the district, which a long residence in the town had enabled 
him to collect, but spared no pains to hunt up little out-of-the- 
way bits of evidence, many of which might well have escaped 
the notice of a stranger ; the late Mr. Brodrick, chairman of the 
North Staffordshire Railway, was kind enough to use his official 
interest on our belmlf ; and information was given by Mr. Holland 
of Swanscoe, Mr. Stancliff, Mr. George Needham, and Mr. Jasper 
Ilulley. Mr. R. D. Darbishire, who had given especial attention 
to the shells found in the Drift at Macclesfield, was good enough 
to place in our hands his MSS. notes, and allowed us to print his 
list of the species, with an abstract of his remarks thereon, in the 
Appendix. Mr. Willmott, late ageiA to W\^\^\iigLfc ^W^^vi^^^^Mct^ 



at Buxton, kindly allowed us the use of the plans of the collieries 
on the estate under his care. At Congleton most valuable infor- 
mation was supplied by Mr. Bradbury, of Bradley Green Colliery, 
and his bailiff Mr. W. Chadwick ; and we have also to thank 
Messrs. Williamson of Tower Hill, Mr. Heath of the Biddulph 
Valley Ironworks, Mr. Goslin, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Bateman, of 
Biddulph Grange. Mr. Thomas Wardle of Leek, who had given 
much attention to the geology of the country round that town, 
pointed out several places where fossils were to be found ; and to 
him we owe the full list of fossils from the Mountain Limestone 
of Staffordshire given in the Appendix. From Mr. Sykes, also of 
Leek, we have sections of the Blue Hill Collieries. 

Geological Survey Office, 

28, Jermyn Street, London, S.W., 1865. 
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THE GEOLOGY OP THE COUNTRY ROUND 
STOCKPORT, MACCLESFIELD, OONCtLETON, AND LEEK. 



General Description and Pdysical Feathkbs of tub Cocntey. 

The district to be described in tbo present Memoir is nbout 300 
squai-e miles in area, and lies in the quarter- sheets 81 N.W. and S.W. 
of the map of the Geological Survey of Great Britain.* It takes iu 
prirta of Lancashire, Cheshire, Derljyehjre, and Stafford 8hii'e,_ the 
boundaries of which counties run for the most part along the rivers 
Tamo, Etherow. Goyt, Dane, and Dove. Of these the Etherow and 
Goyt join at Water Moctings and fbi'm the Mersey, which receives 
the Tame at Stockport, and further down the waters of the Dane. 
The Dove rises on the eastei-n side of the watershed, and fella into 
the Trent. 

The chief towns ai-e Stockport, Macclesfield, Leek, and Congleton, 
all of which ai-e built on the New Eed Sandstone, hard by the upliinds 
of the Lower Carboniferous series ; such a situation has natural advan- 
t^es, for while it is inconvenient for a mauufactaring town to be hilly, 
it is beneficial for the purposes of di'ainagc, water-supply, and health to 
have hills in the neighbourhood. 

In outward look the eastern side of the district contrasts strongly 
with the western. 

Except at Alderley Edge, which rises with an abrupt and pictu- 
resque escarpement on its northern side, the whole of the western half 
of the country forma a plain but slightly raised above the level of 
the sea, everywhere well wooded and highly cultivated : while the 
eastern half is varied by lofty hills with deep dells or wide valleys 
between, and (he country is for the most part bleak and barren 
moorland, or where brought under cultivation yields but poor returns 
to the farmer. 

The hills on the western side are, with the exception of Alderley 
Edge, rounded and soft in outline ; while on the east they oi'e steep 
and rugged, and mostly show n scarped rocky cliff on one side and 
a more gentle slope on the other. 

On the east, moreover, the eye is at once struck hy the long 
unbroken lines of terraced hills, which range through the country for 
miles, in directions nearly parallel to each other: while in the west 
we fail to trace any such systematic arrangement of lull and valley, 
and find merely a number of irregular mounds doited hap-hazard over 

The line parting these two tracts, so unlike each other, is well 
marked and clear throughout, running from the south-west corner 
of the district, by Congleton, Macclesfield, and Poynton, towards 
Stockport. 

• Ahhough our main object la the description of tlie coontry mentionciJ, we 
have lieen obliged here and there to step bejond il, in order to give, as far »b wc 
can, a full liifilory of the Lower Carhoniferous Eocka on Ihc nest aide of the Fcnning 
axis, from Slaleybridgp soutliwarils to the New Ked Soudslone ^luia. "st t-ism!-. 
England. 
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The striking contrast just described is directly owing to diflferences 
in geological structure : on the one side we stand on the eastern 
mai*gin of the great Triassic Plain of Cheshire, the soft rocks of 
which hare been planed down by denudation into a nearly level 
surface, and afterwards covered by a thick coating of clay, sand, and 
gravel ; while on the other side we have the outlying heights, the 
advanced bulwarks, as it were, of the Pennine Chain, formed of 
Carboniferous rocks, which have been up-heaved, contorted, and bent 
into countless folds, and by their greater hardness have been better 
able to hold out against denudation, and thus stand up in bold relief. 
Throughout, the outcrops of the hard sandstones form the upper sur- 
faces of the ridges, and determine their direction, while the valleys 
have been hollowed out in the softer shales. 

This sudden change from the Permian and Triassic to the Carbo- 
niferous formations takes place along a line of fault known as " The 
Red Rock Fault ;" and as this break plays so leading a part in the 
geology of the district, we shall at once mai*k out its line and give the 
evidence by which its position is determined. 

The fault enters the district very nearly at its south-west corner, and 
is well shown in two sections ; one where the railway crosses the brook 
at Ford Sprink, and the other in a lane on the south-west side of Grotto 
Wood. Sketches of these sections are given below. 

Fig. 1. 
Brook Section, wear Ford Sprink. 



W.N.W. 
c. 



£.S.E. 



R. 



1. 




1. Black Shales, &c. Middle Coal-measares. 

2. Soft red sandstone, with few pebbles. Base of the Waterstones, 
X Fault. 

B. Railway. C. Canal. 

Fig. 2. 

Section in a Lane on the South-west Side of Grotto 

Wood. 



W.N.W. 



Fault. 
3. 2. 



E.S.E. 



1. 




1. Hard fine sandstones. - \ ^^| --^.„«^, 

2. Dark shales. - - 1 Coal-measures. 

3. Soft mottled sandstone, witii a few pebbles at the bottom. | 

4. Bed and white sandstone (a good building stone) with \ Waterstones. 

marl partings. - - - - -J 

X Fault. 
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In the limeworks at Astbury the lime- 
stone is said to have been found to abut on 
the west against sandstone like that worked 
in Grotto Wood, and therefore Lower Keuper 
Sandstone ; but it will not be safe to infer 
from this that the throw of the fault is here 
equal to the thickness of the missing forma- 
tions, as the Carboniferous Rocks were up- 
heaved and denuded before the deposition of 
the New Red Sandstone. 

The fault is again very clearly shown in 
the River Dane, by North Rode viaduct, as 
will be seen from the section below. 



Fig. 3. 

Section in the River Dane, near North 

Rode Viaduct. 



- Upper Keuper. 



^Lower Keuper or Water- 
stones. 



w •■ 



1. Thin, red, jnarly sandstones, 

ripple-marked, bent, and 
faulted. - - - 

2. Ked and white sand 

stones. - 

3. Thick-bedded white 

sandstone. 

4. Black shales and ironstone. Toredale Kocks. 
a. Eiver-gravel. 

E. Hallway viaduct. 

A number of sections between Stony 
Fields and Broad Oak Reservoir enable us 
to fix the place of the break with great ex- 
actness. A quarter of a mile east of Cow 
Ley we find the thin hard Upper Keuper 
Sandstones dipping -y^est at an angle of 30°, 
on one side of the road, and large quarries 
in "crowstone," belonging to the Yoredale 
Rocks, close on the other side. The section 
at the west end of Ratclifie Wood, of which 
a sketch is given below, gives the place of 
the fault to within a yard or two. 



Fig. 4. 
Section at the West End of Ratcliff Wood. 



U 



5. 



4. B. 



3. 



2. 



1. 



E. 
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I: D^ ^^si" ^r*"°* ':}Middle Group of the Tomlale RocU 

3. Soft, thick-bedded, "wiiite sandstone. Lower Keuper. 

4. Lump7 red marl. - - - 1 ^Dner Keuner 

5. Thin-bedded red and white sandstones. / ^^^^^ is^euper. 

X Bed Bock Fault B. bridge, probably hiding a fault. 

An equally good section is given by the Broad Oak Reservoir, if 
die observer be lucky enough to find it laid dry. At the west end are 
thinly bedded red and white sandstones, ripple-marked, with impres- 
sions and casts of salt crystals and plants (?), belonging to the Upper 
Keuper. These beds dip N.E. at 40^, in places plunging down at 
higher angles ; above them come red marls, which may be followed for 
about three-quarters of the length of the reservoir, when we reach 
black and sandy shales with beds of hard sandstone, marked by 
slickenside, and dipping W.S.W. at 20°. 

We next get evidence of the place of the fault at some old coal 
workings on Macclesfield Common. At a pit one quarter of a mile 
S.E. of St. Paul's Church the coal was followed for about 200 yards to 
the west of the shaft, and was there found so broken by a large fault 
as to be unworkable. Again, a shaft at Roewood Colliery, just on 
the " s " of the word Hurdsfield, was sunk to a depth of 60 yards, 
partly in a fault and partly in " red rock," and a tunnel driven from 
the shaft towards the canal was wholly in " red rock."* 

A. H. G. 

West of the village of Bollington we find the Pebble Beds of the New 
Red Sandstone on one side of the fault, and the hard grits of the Lower 
Coal-measures on the other. A section in the former occurs in the 
river bank west of the canal aqueduct, and quarries have been opened 
in the latter on both sides of the river, as the grit yields a valuable 
building stone. 

At Poynton the position of the fault has been proved by several 
borings into the Lower Permian Sandstone, which is here brought 
down against the Middle Coal-measures. In Norbury brook we find 
the New Red Sandstone and Permian beds on the one side, and the 
Coal-measures on the other. Mr. Binney, who describes this section,")* 
states that it was formerly more complete than at present. 

The Fog Brook section, near Offerton Green, and the beds in the 
Mersey, into which the brook pours itself, enable us to mark the 
precise line of the fault. These sections have also been figured and 
accurately described by Mr. Binney, J though the author seems to have 
mistaken the age of the red sandstones, which certainly belong to the 
Lower Permian formation. The red sandstone abruptly terminates on 
the river bank, and at a short distance further up the hard grits of the 
Coal-measures rise above the surface of the river at angles of 70° or 80°, 
crossing from side to side in sended reefs, and climbing up the banks. 

Fig. 5. 

Section along the Mersey near Gott Hall. 





2. 2. 

1. t^ermian sandstone. 

2. Carboniferous grits and shales. 
X . Position of Red Book &alt 



* Por these particillars I am indebted to Mr. George Needham of Iftoewood Colliery. 
/ On the Fermian beds of the North-west of England. M^m. Lit and Phil. Soe. 
Maucheater, vol xiL % md., p. 7 . 
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Each bed of grit incloses bands of shale with coal seams, and the 
old workings can be clearly made out in the bank, though the seams 
themselves are hidden from view. 

The position of the fault has been approximately determined by a 
boring into the Lower Permian Sandstone west of Bredbury Colliery, 
and it has been proved in some colliery workings on the right bank of 
the Tame opposite Harden Hall, which have been described in a pre- 
vious memoir.* The throw of the fault here seems to be very small, 
and we may infer that it is on the point of dying out. 

E. H. 



General Geological Slructure* 

To the west of the ** Red Rock " fault the whole of the country 
is occupied by Triassic and Permian formations, dipping mostly 
westward, and traversed by longitudinal and transverse faults. A thick 
deposit of Drift sand, gravel, and clay covers the greater part of the 
country, and it is only at long intervals that we find sections even in 
the deep brook courses. 

The general arrangement of the Carboniferous Rocks on the east 
of the " Red Rock '* fault may be described in a few words. On the 
eastern side of the district lies a long synclinal, to the northern part of 
which Farey gave long ago the name of " The Goyt Trough." This 
hollow begins east of Mottram, and ranges southward by Ludworth 
Intakes, New Mills, Whaley, and the valley of the Goyt, whence it may 
be followed along Goldsitch Moss and by the east of Leek to Cheadle in 
Staffordshire. The trough is bounded for the most part on each side 
by ridges of the Millstone Grit, and is broken up into several 
subordinate basins, in which lie patches of the Lower Coal-measures. 
On the east side the beds rise to the eastward till they reach the 
district of the High Peak, where they lie flat, and afterwards roll over 
and dip steadily to the eastward, till they are hidden below the 
Coal-measures of Derbyshire and Yorkshire : the table-land of The 
Peak, which rises to a height of 2,000 feet above the sea, forms as it 
were the crest of the great saddle of Lower Carboniferous Rocks 
which parts the Coal-field of Lancashire from that of Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire. 

On the west side of the Goyt Trough the beds rise into a sharp 
saddle, along the whole or greater part of which runs a line of fault, 
which we may call the " Saltersford," or " Anticlinal Fault." This 
line of disturbance is the prolongation of the great break which 
langes through Saddleworth and along the valley of the Tame east of 
Staley bridge. t It enters the district at the eastern end of Werneth 
Low, and runs southwards by Compstall, Disley, and Saltersford 
valley, and onwards by the west of Shutlingslow, the river Dane 
at Bcarda, and the west side of Gun Hill, till it is lost beneath a 
patch of New Red Sandstone near Leek. To the south of this outlier 
an anticlinal fault running along the east of Wetley Rocks (in Sheet 72, 
N. W.) is most likely a continuation of the same line of fracture. 

Between the Anticlinal and the Red Rock faults we have on the 
north the south-eastern extremity of the Lancashire Coal-field. A 
long narrow strip of Coal-measures, branching off from the main 
field, runs down by Hyde and Poynton to Macclesfield. It is bounded 

♦ On the Geology of the Country around Oldham QJleou ^«5^.^TB^qcf^^^. NS». 
/ See Sheet 88 S.W. of the Map of the OeoVogi<iiV^tar^c^ \ ^a^^'SBtfya ^-t^^^^^^^a 
Geology of the Coxmtij around Oldham;* p. 57. 
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on the wcBt by the Eed Rock fault, and on 
the east and south by lidges of the Millstone 
Grit, which rises in these directions from 
beneath the Coal-measnres. These particu- 
iars will be understood from the section 
given below, which begins on the Permian 
Sandstone at Norbury (6), and after ei-oss- 
ing the Eed Rock fault reaches tbo Foynton 
Coal-field (5) : from below this rise the 
Lower Coal-measures of Marple (4), at the 
base of which, in the bottom of the valley, 
is the Millstone Grit (3). After crossing 
the anticlinal fault tho dip is reversed, and 
the beds slope toward the east as far as the 
axis of the Goyt Trough, which is here ac- 
companied by a fault : on tho other side of 
the trough the beds rise to the east as far as 
The Peak, where they flatten, and afterwards 
roll over and dip to the east. 

Fig. 6. 
Sectioh from Norbdry across the Dis- 
trict OF THE Hian Pe.vk. 

I. CarbODi&rouBLimeatoDe (?). 
2c. Shalei, with landstODes and"] 

thin limestonea at bollom. I Yoredale 
2b. Yoredale Grit. f Bocks. 

2a. Shale, J 

3. Millstone Grit; five members. 

4. Lower Coal-meuurea. 

5. Middle Coal-meaaureB. 

6. Permian Sandstone. 
X. Bed Bock jault. 

+ . Anticlinal fault. 

A. Norbury. 

B. Marple. 

C. CoMen Edge. 

In the south-west corner of the district 
lies another deep synclinal, of Coal-meiisures, 
bounded on each side by ridges of Millstone 
Grit, It is known as the Biddulph Trough, 
and forms the northern end of the Conl-fleld 
of The Potteries.* 

Between tbo Biddulph and the Goyt 
Troughs lies a shallower basin running down 
from tho north of Eushton Spencer, through 
Budyerd and IIort«n, and endtiig on the 
south in the little coal-field of WetJey and 
Shafferloug.f This wo shall call the Bud- 
yerd Basin, 

The remainder of the country is mainly 
occupied by Yoredale Bocks, vei-y much 
contorted and broken by faults. 



' I use this name ia prcfeTence to "The Korlh SlaffordBhire Coal-field," because 
tiere are several coaJ-basine in Norlh Staffordahire. — A. H. G. 
/ a Bheet 72 JV, W. of the Map of the Geol. Survey. 



Tlio CarboniforouB liaioBlone comes to tlie surfiice at Mix 
Leek, and at Astbury nenr Congleton ; and a portion of tlie main n 
of lliis rock riina into our district west of Buxton. 



Drainage, — The main watershed of central England runs tluough 
tho conntiy ; and the drainage is carriod off into the Mersey on the 
one side, and into the Trent on the other. 

The coui-se of the line dividing the districts drained by these two 
rivers is winding, and shows in places a marked disregai'd to the 
present surface configuration of the ground. It runs nearly due soulli 
over the table-lands of the High Peak and Combs Moss, and along the 
I'idge of Axe Edge to a point about two miles south of tbe village of 
Flaali. It then turns sharply to the west, and strikes straight aeroaa 
a valley bounded on the east, south, and west by lofty ridges formed 
by the outcrop of hard massive grit rocks. The only natural outlet 
from this hollow would seem to be on the north, and in this direction 
most of the brooks moke their escape, and fall into the Dane : one 
stream, however, rising near Blue Hills, has chosen to cut a deep 
gorge through the bounding ridge at its southern end, and makes its 
way into tlie Churnet, though a much smaller amount of erosion would 
have carried its waters in the same du*ection as the rest of the brooks. 
The line now runs neai'ly due west till it strikes the ridge formed by 
the outcrop of the Millstone Grit on the east of the Bidduiph Trough. 
This ridge forma in part tho watershed between the two rivers ; but in 
spite of its height and the massiveness of its rocks, one hrook rising to 
the west of it, whose easier course would have been into tlie Trent, 
has managed to cut through tlie barrier and make its way into the 
Dane. After following this ridge for about a mile and a half to the 
south of Bidduiph, the line turas suddcidy to tho west, and strikes 
across tho valley in exactly tlie same way as it crossed the hollow of 
tho Goyt Trough on the south of Flash. 

The chief feeders of the Trent are the Wye, the Dove, and the 
Chui-net. 

The Wye, rising to the west of Buxton, flows with an easterly course 
Un-ough that town, and joins the Derwent atRowsley. It gives hut 
few sections in the present country, but shows well the black shales at 
the base of the Yoredale Kocks at Buxton ; the remainder of its course 
is mainly in tbe Uouatain Limestone, 

The Dove rises on Axe Edge, and running witli a south-easterly 
course forma for some way the boundary between Staffordshire and 
Derbysbii-e. It receives the brooks on the east side of Mon'idge and 
the continuation of that range by Flash to Axe Edge. In the upper 
part of its course ai-e good sections of tbe Yoredale Kocks, and it after- 
wards runs for some time very nearly along the junction of that forma- 
tion and the Mountain Limestone. 

The Churnet is formed by the junction, a little above Leek, of 
several brooks running down from Braracott and Mcerbrook, Its 
course is upon the whole towards the south-east, and after joining the 
Dove at Roeester, the united streams fake the name of the lattei, and 
run on into the Trent near Burton. The Meerbi-ook and Bramcott 
bi-ooks give good sections of Yoredale Bocks, and one of tlie feeders of 
tho latter, as has been already mentioned, cuts through the range of 
tbe Millstone Grit south of Blue Ilills, and shows well the different 
beds of that foiinatinn. 

One brook rising to tbe south of Biddu^ib Mwjt fto\s4 Suftt^Cv^ wVi 
tbe Trent itself. 
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Tho Moreoy is formed by tlio junctiou of tlie Gojt and Etherow, ^-t 
Water Meetings ; its feeders nro the Dane, the BoUiu, and tho Tame. 

The Dane risea on the western flank of Axa Edge, and runs at 
fii'st with a south-westerly course along the hollow of tho Goyt Trough : 
then turning to the west it cnta through the grit ridgo of Back Forest, 
and flows past Congleton into the Weaver at Northwich ; the latter 
river joins the Mersey at Runcorn. The course of this river from its 
source to Hug Bridge is in Lower Ckial-measures, Millstone Grit, and 
Torcdalo Rocks, and the sections given by it and its feeders are the 
chief data for working out the geology of tho countiy through whicli 
it flows ; among thGso may be noticed the admirable section given by 
the brook running past Goldsitch Houses {see p. 53), the pretty gorge 
cut by the river itself through the third bed of tlie Millstone Grit in Back 
Forest, and a fine group of vertical and contorted beds on the line of the 
anticlinal fault at Bearda. The river at Hug Bridge enters an outlying 
patch of Bunter Sandstone and Permian beds, both of which are well 
shown in its banks. After leaving these it runs over Toredale Eocka 
till it reaches the Red Rock Fault at North Rodo Viaduct (Fig. 3). 
From here to tlie edge of the map we have many sections, mostly in 
the i-ed marls or thin hard sandstonos of the Upper Eeuper, among 
which we may notice that at Colley Mill na one of the best- 
Several large brooks which rise to the south and e^st of Macclesfield, 
join about that town to form the BoUin, which runs with a north-westerly 
course into the Mersey, near Warburton. Throughout its course down 
to Wilmslow it sliows no sections, except in drift deposits, A little 
below this point, however, neai' the mill, a cliff' of New Red Sandstone 
makes its appearancej and further down at QuaiTy Bank thoro are 
several fine sections in the Keuper division of the Trias. 

The river Goyt rises among the hills on the west of Axe Edge, and 
flows in a deep channel with a general N.N.W. direction, ueai'ly along 
the axis of the Trough to which it has given a name. From Marple 
Bridge upwards to Strawberry Hill, the banks are formed of grits and 
shales of the Lower Coal-measures dipping westward. Here the 
anticlinal fault is passed, and we reach beds of Millstone Grit dipping 
east ; owing to the drift covering, however, they ai'e not very clearly 
shown. At Waterside, still higher up, Lower Coal-measures, with two 
coal-seams, are shown as far as the fault; one face of which forms a 
cliff of shale, while on the other side lies a mass of Boulder Clay. At 
New Mills the liver cleaves its way between high cliffs of Millstone 
Grit with a slight dip to the east. At Furnace Bridge the Grits dip 
under the Lower Coal-measnres, and the river runs in a fiough of the 
latter, with few sections, to Whaley Bridge, where it again passes on 
to Millstone Grit. It flows over different beds of the formation till, 
near its source at Goyts Clough, it enters a small outlier of Lower 
Coal-measures. The upper part of this river, though little visited by 
the tourist, is of great beauty, specially the part above Goyts Bridge, 
On either side the beds of sandstone rise from the middle ol' the trough 
in sheets of heathery moorland, broken off abruptly along their upper 
edges. Beyond these are other expanses of moor teiTuinaled in like 
manner by steep descents ; till a series of escarpments with sharp and 
gracefully curved sides ia formed, with broad and gently rolling 
sweeps of moor between. Each ridge is foi-med by the outcrop of a 
sandstone bed, while the steep-sided valley below is hollowed out in 
shale ; and each of these bands of grit and shale has its own place in 
the series, and can be traced and identified over the whole of the 
district. 
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Tbe sources of the Etherow are in the watershed of Euglaud at Red 
Hole Spring and Wyke Head i it supplies the reaervoir of the Man- 
chestcr waterworks, and fiowB through Longdeii Dale : leaving this 
valley at Tintwistlo it runs southwards by Compstall, and joins the 
Goyt at Water Meetings to form tho Mersey. 

The part of the Etherow within the present map flows over Car- 
boniferous Rocks. From Compstall to Bvoadbottom all the eections 
are in shales and sandstones of the Lower Coal-measurea, but at the 
point where the gorge is epanned by (he viaduct of the Manchester 
and Sheffield Railway very fine sections are laid open in Millstone 
Grit, which rises on either sido in lofty cliffs reaching nearly to Bank 
Wood Mill. 

The bed and banks of the Mersey show Carboniferous grits and 
shales as far as Goyt Hall, east of Stockport ; at this point the red 
rock fault is passed,* and from hence to a point above Heaton Mersey 
there is an almost unbroken section in Triassic and Permian sand- 
stones : tbe remainder of the course of tho river within our district is 
wbolly in di'ift deposits, with tho exception of sections in New Red 
Sandstone opposite Cbeadle. 

The river Tame joins the Mersey at Stockport, and for several miles 
flows at the base of high banks of Drift : sections in Lower Permian 
Sandstone are seen in a little watercourse west of Brinnington, and 
in an elbow at Reddish Wood. Farther up we find tho same formation, 
nt its junction with the Carboniferous rocks, on tho right hank of the 
river below Beat Bridge. Above Beat Bridge the Coal-measures are 
opened up in many places along the river banks, tho sandstones more 
conspicuously than the shales as for as Glass House Fold, and less 
frequently from thiti to Hyde Bridge. The sections along the rest of 
its course have been described in a former memoir.f 

On pp. 263-270 of " The Ancient History of Leek, by J. Sleigh," 
(Leek, R. Nail, 1863,) is a good account of tho springs in Ihe neigh- 
bourhood of that town, by Mr. Wai-dle. 



Hillg. — The elevations of the country follow the general plan which 
has been already pointed out when treating of tho district round 
Manchester.^ The Trias forms a plain of an average height of 250 
feet above the sea : then comes a tract of higher ground made up of 
Middle and Lower Coal-measnres, stretching irom Hyde to Maccles- 
field, with ridges which reach a height of 1,000 feet ; while a third 
and still higher region is formed by tbe Millstone Grit series from 
Mottram southwards to Axe Edge, and theuco towards Leek. The 
highest points reached by this foiToation lie a little beyond the eastern 
edge of the map, in the region of the High Peak. 

The New Red Sandstone is somewbat freed from the charge of 
general tameness by the high gronnd of Alderley Edge, which at the 
Beacon rises to a height of 650 feet : but this is a remarkable exception, 
of which more horenfler. 

The following are Ihe heights in feet aliove the sea level of some of 
the chief points. 

LowBT Coal Measures. — Marple Church, 624 j The Cage in Lyme 
Park, 882 ; Mellor Church, 739 ; highest point of Park Moor, south 
side of Lyme Park, about 1,3,50; Wortlieru N.ancy, north end of Ker- 
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ridge, 930 ; Eddisbury Hill, near Macclesfield, about 1,000 ; source of 
the Goyt, about 1,600. 

Millstone Grit — Wemeth Low (1st grit), 821 ; Coombs Edge (1st 
grit), 1,356 ; Chinley Churn (1st grit), 1,493 ; Eccles Pike (3rd grit), 
1,225 ; Whaley Moor (1st grit), 1,347 5 Sponds Hill (1st grit), 1,357 ; 
Black Edge, highest part of Combs Moss (3rd grit), 1,670 ; The Cat 
and Fiddle (1st grit), 1,750; Axe Edge (4th grit), 1,809; The 
Roaches, north of Leek (3rd grit), 1,580; Shutlingslow (1st grit), 
1,718; Tegg's Nose, near Macclesfield (3rd grit), 1,300; Cloud Hill, 
near Congleton (3rd grit), 1,190 ; Mow Cop (1st grit), 1,101. 

The hard quartzose sandstones in the middle of the Yoredale Rocks 
form the group of hills about Bosley Minn, a ridge on the oast side of 
Biddulph Moor, and Gun Hill near Leek ; the first of these is 1,210 
feet above the sea, and the other two most likely slightly lower. 

E. H. 
A. H. G. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Table and Description op the Geological Formations. 

The following table shows, in descending order, the formations found 
in the district now under consideration. 

Recent - - . . Valley gravels and river terraces. 

p , pv r Boulder Beds f F^Pf %^^^'' ^""^ ^' '^^"' 

Post Pliocene - •{ n ft "^ ^^^^ ^^^ Gravel. 



New Red Sandstone 
or Trias - 



J 



Keuper 



- < 



. Lower Boulder Clay or Till. 
r Red Marl. 
Waterstones or Lower Keuper 
Sandstone. 



Bunter - / Upper Mottled Sandstone. 

" L Pebble Beds. 

Permian - - / ^PP®^ Permian marls, with limestone bands. 

\ Lower Permian sandstones. 

/Middle Coal-measures. 
Lower Coal-measures, or Gannister beds. 
Millstone Grit. 

Yoredale Rocks, or Upper Limestone Shale. 
^Carboniferous or Mountain Limestone. 

We will now give a short account of the mineral character of each of 
these formations beginning with the lowest, and afterwards describe 
their present positions at the surface. 

Carboniferous or Mountain Limestone and Yoredale Rocks. 

The Mountain Limestone is too well known to require much descrip- 
tion, and is besides but little seen in the present country. It is a group 
of pure, pale-grey, thick-bedded limestones, with very slight traces of 
interstratified clay or shale, of very great but unknown thickness. 
Over the centre and north of Derbyshire two contemporaneous beds of 
igneous rock, called toadstono, are interbedded with the limestones.* 

Above the Mountain Limestone lies a group of shales and sandstones 
with thin, black, earthy limestones at the bottom, which have been 
generally known hitherto in this country as the Upper Limestone 
Shale ; as, however, at least one-third of the group consists of sand- 



* Jokes. Manual of Geology, p. 523, and Sheet 18 of the Horizontal Sections of 
the Geological Survey. 



1, Upper Group. 



, Middle Group. -i 
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stones, and as it lies on the same horizon aa the heds to which Prof. 
PhillipB has given the name " Toredale Rocks " in Yorkshire, the latter 
name seems to he the more suitable. In the present country the group 
shows U8 

'In. Greyish sandy and micaceous shales. 
Id. Thick bed of sandstone, for the most part not 
very coarse, but here and there coarse and 
massive. ITie " Shale Grit " of Farey. 
:. Shales, with perhaps a few thin lim.estones. 
f A thick mass of hard, thin-bedded, fine sandstones, 
here and there taking the form of semi-cry stallina 
quartz rock, with partings and thick beds of black 

3. Lowest Group. Black shales, with thin, black, earthy limestones. 

The " Toredale Grit " is a massive sandstone, of finer grain than the 
Millstone Grite above it ; the reasons for placing it in the Yoredalo 
Group rather than with the Millstones will he given below. The sand- 
Btonea of the middle division are known hy their close grain and clean 
bright fracture, which seems to be due to a plentiful siliceous cement ; 
they differ from the gritstones in this respect, for the freshly broken 
surface of the latter is always rough ; and these sandstones do not, 
like the gritstones, become crumbly from weathering. The upper part 
of the third division is made up of black shale, hut towards the bottom 
thin impure limestones come iu, and seem mostly to become more 
plentiful and purer aa we go down. 

The Grit, the Sandstones, and the Black Limestones, which are the 
distinguishing features of the three groups into which we have divided 
the Toredale Rocks, are noticed hy Farey in his History of Derbyaliire, 
p. 228. As inatancea of the two last he mentions the hai-d cank-like 
sandstones of Gun HiJl near Leek, and the black limestones of Mixon, 
and he calls all three " anomalies," by which he perhaps meant that 
they are variations from the typical form of the formation, which in a 
broad sense may be said to be shale, as the typical form of the forma- 
tions above and below are sandstone and limestone respectively. 

A word as to the mapping of these beds. A dull blue has been taken 
for the general colouring on the map for Toredale Rocks. The Toredale 
Grit, which is for the most pai't well marked, is shown by a darker tint 
of the same colour ; but the Toredale Sandstones are too thin and 
changeable, and all too much alike, to allow of their being mapped 
separately ; nor can a line be drawn with much accuracy between these 
beds and the group below, partly because the two pass into each other, 
and partly on account of the broken and contorted state of the country. 
Wherever either of the two lowest groups are largely and clearly 
shown, the words " Toredale Sandstones," or " Thin Limestones," as the 
case may be, have been engraved on the map, and the blue Toredale 
tint has been marked hy yellow dots for the first and with bright blue 
lines for the aecoud. This is done, however, only where the evidence 
is decisive ; over doubtful ground the dull blue colour alone is spread, 
to show that, though we know the beds to be of Toredale age, we can- 
not say for certain to which group they belong. 

It is very difficult to form any ti'ustworthy estimate of the thickness 
of the Toredale Beds, on account of their contorted and faulted state. 
Sections under Congleton Edge, and on the east of the Pottery Coul- 



* Aa Tfc use the term Toredale Rocks for the whole gronp, we venture ta change 
the name '■ Shale Grit " into " Yurcdale Grit ;" and shall speak of the sandetooes oF 
the middle gronp as Toredale Saadetones. 

11559. * 
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field between Pemeyhaugh and a large fault west oif Endon,* would 
give about 2,000 feet of strata between the lowest Millstone Grit and 
the top of the third division of the Yoredale Rocks ; which latter are 
also shown by Section 42 of the Greological Survey to reach the same 
thickness.* This amount is rather startling, but I do not know of any 
fault or folding of the beds in the sections mentioned that would falsify 
the calculations. 

Millstone Grit. 

This is a group of thick-bedded, coarse, massive gritstones and 
conglomerates, between which lie shales, flagstones, and finer sandstones. 
The chief beds of gritstone, four in number, can be traced over the 
whole of the district, and have been laid down separately on the maps ; 
then* outcrops form all the more striking hills and >^ e^es," while the 
flanks of the ranges and the valleys are made up of the shales. The 
series is as follows : 

Ist Grit, or Rough Rock, 

Shales, with a thin coal at the bottom near Buxton. 
2nd Grit, or Haslingden Flags, 

Shales, with two or three thin coals, one close to the bottom, 
drd or Roaches Grit, 

Shales. 
4th or Kinder Scout Grit, generally in two beds. 

The Rough Roch is a coarse grit, here and there a conglomerate, 
containing a large proportion of felspar, the decomposition of which 
gives the rock a crumbly nature, which, though more or less common to 
all the gritstones is peculiarly characteristic of this bed. The thickness 
of the Bough Bock is from 80 to 200 feet. 

A. H. G. 

Either on the top of the Bough Bock, or a little way down in the 
bed, lies a seam of coal, known as the Feather-edge Coal, which may 
be here noticed. Of all the coal-seams in this district, none is so 
variable, we may even say, so excentric, in its distribution as this, the 
highest coal-seam of the Millstone Series. With the most extraordinary 
inconsistency, it will appear on one side of a valley and be absent on 
the other, though the rock may be the same ; or it may be covered by a 
thick mass of coarse grit in one spot> which within a few hundred 
yards may have entirely disappeared, and the roof of the coal be formed 
of black shale with fossils. The only hypothesis which appears suffi- 
cient to explain these irregularities is one which has been suggested by 
Mr. Binney, that after the formation of the coal, denudation has in 
some places swept away either the coal, or the grit, or both. We shall 
now proceed to trace this seam from north to south, noting its changes 
along our course. 

The Feather-edge Coal does not appear in our district north of a 
line drawn east and west through Compstall, although the Bough Bock 
occurs at Bomiley, Gee Cross, Wemeth Low, Broadbottom, Charles- 
Worth and Coombs Edge, and Ludworth Moor. Over this ground, 
however, its absence is compensated for by the presence of the 
Simmondsley and Mottram Mine, which lies on the top of the Third 
Grit. We find it, however, at Mellor, and all along Cobden Edge ; 
here the roof is generally black shale with Goniatites, in other places 
coarse grit of a few feet in thickness. It is worked in Mr. Jowett's 
pit at a depth of 120 yards, and is 3 feet in thickness. 

* ^e description of Horizontal Section of the GeoL Slavey, No. 42, p. 3. 
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At New Mill's very fine sections of the Eough Rock, and its in- 
cluded coal-seam, are opened in the river cliffs, and the Midland 
Railway cuttings. The coal here lies in the middle of the grit, which 
is at least 200 feet in thickness, and we have the following section : 

Section at New Mills. 

Thickness. 

Feet. 

1. Coarse massive grit - - - - 40 to 50 

2. Black shales, with fossils - - - - 4 

3. Feather-edge, coal - - - , - - 3^ 

4. Dark grey sandy underolay - - * - 2J 

5. Hard sandy shale - - - - - 2 

6. Hard coarse and fine grit, passing down into flagstones 

(about) 130 

At Aspinshaw the Rough Rock and the coal form an outlier of 
nearly circular shape, and the roof of the coal is grit : the outcrop of 
the seam may be seen at Bank Head. 

At Overlee, near Thornsett, on the south side of Sett Brook, the 
following section was passed through in a pit : 



PiV Section near the Vine Tavern^ Overlee. 

Coal - - - - 

Black shale . - _ - - 

Coarse grit (Rough Rock) _ - . 

Feather-edge coal, with rock roof 

Fire clay - 

Coarse grit (not gone through) about 



Ft. in. 



- 1 





. 36 





-72 





- 2 


4 


- 3 





- 36 






150 4 



The rock which lies immediately above the coal may be seen in a 
quarry at the head of the turnpike road south of Thornsett. 

At Chinley Churn and southward the upper bed of Rough Rock 
thins out, and the roof is a thick series of black shales. The outline of 
this range is very striking, and contrary to the usual course, the second 
grit forms the highest of the three escarpments. The section is as 
follows : 

Lower Coal-measures of OHerset Moor, penetrated by a colliery shaft to 

the Feather-edge coal. 
First Grit, or Rough Rock, with the Feather-edge coal. 

Shales. 
Second Grit, forming at this part the highest point of the range. 

Shales. 
Third Grit. 

Shales. 
Foiurth, or Kinder Scout Grtt, in two thick beds with shale between. 

Further south at Chinley Chum, the third grit assumes the pre-emi- 
nence, and the Rough Rock crops out at some distance down the 
western flank of the hill. 

At Disley the Feather-edge Coal has been worked and has in general 
a rock roof. The outcrop of the coal may be observed in the cutting 
of the railway on the east side of the tunnel, and again in a cutting of 
the same line about half way between Disley and New Mills. This 
section is remarkable for the regularity of the joints by which the rock 
both above and below the coal is traversed, and which might easily be 
mistaken for bedding ware it not for tha coal-seaius and Shales, which 
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bIiow the true dip of the rock to be nearly west at 20". The Beotion 
here is as folloTrs ; 

Section in the Railmai/ near JOislfy. 

TbioknoH. 

V~m. 

1. Coarse massive reddish grit (top not seen) - - 50 

2. Feathep-edae coal - - ■■ - - 2 6 

3. Micaceous underclay - - - - - 2 

4. Shale and thin pit - - - - .40 

5. Coarse grit - - - - - -76 

6. Coal 10 

7. Thin-hedded fine reddish grits and shales - - 30 

The coal-seam No. 2 hero shows the peculiar feathery fracture -which 
induced Mr. John Hall to give this seam the name of " Feather-edge " 
coal. Notwithstanding that there is 50 feet and upwards of grit over- 
lying the coal in the above section, the whole of this has disappeared 
within a mile of this spot, for at the head of Redmoor Lane we find the 
crop of the coal aneceeded by shales, as follows : 

Section in Redmoor Lane. 



Feet. 

Fine grit, seen at the barn - • - - - 10 

Grey shales - - - - - - - 38 

Fine flaggy grit - - - - - - 15 

Grey sandy shales - - - - - - 40 

Black ahale 70 

FeolheT'edge coal ..--.-4 V 

Underclay and shale, about .... - 6 ] 

Coarse flaggy grit (Rough Rock of Whaley Moor). 
The dip of the beds is here 20° to the east, and the coal forma the 
upper limit of the Millstone Grit scries. 

All along the western side of the saddle, which extends from Disley 
fionthwai'd along Saltersford valley, there is no appearance, or at least 
only very slight traces of the Feather-edge Coal, 

The case is different, however, on the eastern side, and on both sides 
of the Groyt Trough, as far south as Fernilee, the Feather-edge Coal 
has been gotten, and is of the average thickness of four feet. At 
Hockerley Colliery it is worked at a depth of 110 yards, and in Mr. 
Gisborne's pit, Whaley, a section of which wiU be found at page 25, at 
about the same depth. The outcrop of the seam at its southern ter- 
mination may be seen in a little deU, which descends from Fernilee to 
the Goyt. Tunnels have here been driven into the bank, and in the 
shales which overlie the cool. 

The Feather-edge Coal is worked also at Goyt's Clough near Buxton, 
and about Goldsitch Moss north of Leek ; notices of it will be found 
below, under the description of the Lower Coal-measures of the Goyt 
Trough. 

E. H. 
The Second Grit is a mass of fine-grained, brown or yellow, flaggy 
sandstone, from 100 to 120 feet thick. It would seem to bo the equi- 
valent of the Haslingden Flags of Lancashire, which further north He 
immediately below the Rough Rock, but are here paited from it by 100 
or 150 feet of shales.' This bed thins out somewhat suddenly about 
six miles to the north of Leek. 
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III the country further to the north the shales helow tho second grit 
hold two or three thiu coals, colled by Mr, Uinnej the Brookabottom 
coals ; one of these Ijiug at the bottom of the shales, and often restiug 
directly on the third, grit, is (bund here and there over the whole of the 
preaent district; it is mostly about one foot in thickness, but neat 
Buxton swells out fo the thickness of 4 feet 6 inches. 

The Third Grit is maasive and well jointed, often a conglomerate, and 
ia perhaps tho most striking of the series, the fine edges formed by its 
outcrop being among the most noticeable features in the scenery, and 
often running for miles in an unbroken wall of I'ock : it might well be 
called "tho oBcwpment grit." The rock is mostly red in colour, and 
from a thickness of 330 feet, which it reaches near Glossop, thins away 
to about 100 feet near Congleton, and still further south seems on tha 
point of dying away altogether. 

Below tins bed, on the north of the district, lies a thick mass of shale 
■with bauds of flagstone, which mostly forma a broad valley beneath its 
escarpment. These beds gi'ow thinner towards the south, aud from 
Buxton onwards we find in their place about 100 feet of measures 
almost wholly shale. 

The Fourth, or Kinder Scout Grit, has heeu so uamed by ns becaasa 
it foimg the craffs of Kinder Scout, the westerly edge of the table-land of 
the High Peak.* It is. on the north made up of two or three thick beds 
of very coarse massive gritstone and conglomerate, with beds of shale 
between, the latter being very irregular.f It there reaches a thicknees 
of from 700 to 1,000 feet. In ti-acing the bed southwards we find it 
becoming thinner and less coarse, and on the north of Buxton passing 
into two sandstone bedsf with a thick shale between them. The upper 
is a soft red grit, rather coarse, about 150 feet tliick ; the shales about 
130 feet ;. and the lower bed, a fine flaggy saudstone, about 50 feet 
thick. Farther to the south these beds grow still finer and thinner, 
and at last, a little beyond the southern edge of the map, die out 
altogether. 

This Fourth Grit has been always looked upon from tho time of 
Farey as the base of the Millstone series, and naturally so, for all the 
sandstones below it are thinner bedded and finer in grain ; and besides, 
they associate themselves with the shales on the flanks of the great 
escarpments and edges, occupying a subordinate position in the features 
of the country to the Kinder Scout grits and other millstones. We 
have been unwilling to alter so good aud long established a classifica- 
lioa, otherwise the Shale Grit of the Yoredale Rocks might well have 
been placed among the Millstones, for it is in places massive, some- 
times a conglomerate, aud mostly wants the close siliceous cement which 
distinguishes the Yoredale Sandstones from the true Gritstones. 

The Grit series reaches, on the Chinley Hills near Hayfield, in tho 
north of our district, a thickness of 3,000 feet. It thins away step by 
step southwards, and where it is covered up by the New Red Sandstone 
of central England, a little beyond the soudiern edge of the map, it Is 
not more than 300 or 400 feet thick. 

A. H. G. 

LOWEB COAL-MliASCKES. 

Under the bead of the Lower Coal-measures are included all the beds 
between the Eedacre Mine, the supposed equivalent of the Axley Mine 

• "Geology of the Country aroond Oldham" (Mem. Geol. Surrey), p. 11, 

t Ibid., p. 18. 

X These beds wc will speak of in their plsce as the Fourth and fifth Giits. 
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of Lancashire, and the Rough Bock. These measures consist of shales 
and micaceous flagstones, with a few thin seams of coal. 

1. Lower Coal-measures of the tract between Hyde^ Poynton, and 

Macclesjield, 

At Hyde this series forms a narrow band, between the outcrop of the 
Lower Woodley Mine and the Millstone Grit of Gee Cross, One or 
more of the coals have been worked here, probably the Gannister seam, 
but no information could be obtained regarding them. At Romiley 
there are large quarries in the flagstone, which dips west at 15° or 20**. 
Many sections in the flagstones and shales of the series are shown along 
the Mersey, between Otterspool and Compstall, and coal has been 
worked on the river bank below the canal aqueduct. Purple and red 
massive grit, probably the same as the Marple rock, is finely opened 
out in the railway cutting at Hyde Bank, and flagstones in High Lane, 
near Wibbersley Hall, rising to the eastward from below the Middle 
Coal-measures of Norbury. The ridges of Lyme park, with their inter- 
vening valleys, especially to the south of the Hall, open out to view the 
entire series with great regularity, as ridge after ridge rises in succes- 
sion to the eastward from the outcrop of the Redacre coal to the Rough 
Rock of Park Moor. 

The section at Pott Shrigley is still more instructive, as we have the 
advantage of the openings along the banks of Shrigley Brook. The 
highest bed of flagstone appears to be that which is so largely quarried 
in Stypherson Park, This is a grey, flaggy, and evenly -bedded stone, 
rippled and micaceous, and containing in places large rusty concretions. 
The dip is W. 10° S, at 20°, Descending from the ridge towards the 
east, we cross a valley of shales, and then commence ascending the hill 
of Shrigley Park. This is formed of flagstone, opened out in a quarry- 
on the south side of the Park. "We then descend into the valley of 
Shrigley Brook, formed of shales, and then, above the mill, reach a 
quarry in massive hard gritstone, dipping west at 10°. Beyond this 
quarry is a coal-pit, 80 yards in depth, to the Bakestone Dale coal. 

From the pit, and for a distance of about 350 yards the section in 
the bank, is principally in shale ; and we then reach the outcrop of 
the Gannister coal, here only 5 inches thick, but underlaid by its 
peculiar flinty floor with impressions of stigmarice* Beyond the out- 
crop are more shales, dipping west at 10°, and then we reach the crop 
of the Bakestone Dale coal, 14 inches thick, and the most valuable seam 
in the district. Beyond this are shales, then a very hard grit, then 
shale again, resting on the Rough Rock of the Millstone series. At a 
short distance south of this section the whole of these strata are thrown 
out by a largo upcast fault ranging eastward from the village of 
Shrigley. 

The coal-seams above described crop out south of Shrigley, and dip 
under the Bollington Grit. This is a very massive white and grey 
grit, in places rather coarse, and about 150 feet in thickness. It is 
largely quarried on both sides of the town, and is in all probability the 
same bed that is shown in the quarry east of Pott Mill, lying about 120 
yards above the Bakestone Dale coal, and occurring on the top of 
Kerridge in a small patch above the Endon quarries. The difference 
in its position on the top of the ridge and in the quarries at Bollington 
is due to the presence of a downcast fault, ranging north and south 
along the western base of Kerridge, which may be traced southwards 
into the North Staffordshire Coal-field. {See p. 66.) 

The most remarkable seam in this series, though not the thickest in 
this district, is the Gannister coal above mentioned. In South Lanca- 
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shire it is the most valuable of all the seams of the Lower Coal- 
measures ; but here it is very thin, and at Broadbottom is absent 
altogether. The floor of the coal, however, retains that unique character, 
which distinguishes it from the floors of other seams. It consists of 
an extremely hard or flinty rock of variable thickness, penetrated by 
rootlets, and generally imbedded in soft fire-clay. The stone is valuable 
for road metal, and is made use of in the "Bessemer process" of 
manufacturing steel for lining the inside of the " converters." It is of 
the same nature over an area of at least 2,500 square miles. 

E. H. 

About Macclesfield, where the little coals have been largely gotten, 
the general section is as follows : 

1. Kerrid^e rock, a thick mass of sand- ft. in. ft. in. 

stones of various qualities : flaggy 
and micaceous/ hard and close 
grained, and in some of the upper 
beds a coarse gritstone. Tnick 
shale partings. 

2. Shales. 

3. Coal, Great Smut, 

4. Measures, shales, &c. 

5. Coal, Little Smut, 

6. Meq^sures. - 

7. Coal, Shore or Sweet Seam, 

8. Measures. 

9. Coal, Stinkard, 

10. Measures. 

11. Coal, Ribbon, - 

12. Measures. 

13. Coal, Big Mine, 

The above general section is di'awn up from the accounts of old 
colliers. The following section of Roewood colliery, Hurdsfield, for 
which I am indebted to Mr. George Needham, gives a few further 
particulars : 

ft. in. 

Drift. - - - 

Shale. - - - - 

1st Coal (No. 6 of above Section). - 

Hard Rock. - - - 

Shale. - _ „ - 

2nd Coal, No. 7. - - - - 1 1 to 1 5 

Rock. 

Shale. 

3rd Coal. 1 6 to 1 8 

The Kerridge Rock may be the equivalent of the great fiagstone series 
which in Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Derbyshire parts the Lower from 
the Middle Coal-measures.* The Great Smut may represent the " 40- 
yards Mine " of Lancashire, while the four coals below hold the place 
of the Gannister and its fellow seams. The Big Mine, which rests 
directly on the Rough Rock, is the Feather-edge coal.f 

A. H. G. 

* This is the opinion of Mr. Binney ; Mr. Hull thinks that the Kerridge beds are 
lower down in the series than the flags of Rochdale and Upholland. 

f For an account of the Lower Coal-seams of Lancashire, see Mr. E. "W, Binney's 
most valuable ps^rs, Trans. Geol. Soc. Manchester, vol. i., p. 76 ; Mem. Lit. and PMI. 
.Soc. Manchester, vol. viii., p. 160 ; vol. x., p. 187 ; and ** The Geology of the Country 
around Oldham " (Mem. Geol. Survey), p. 16. 
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2. Lower Coal-measures of the Goyt Trough. 
In the lesser hollows into which this great trough is broken up lie 
pEttehes of JJower Coal-measurea, whose seaina bear a general likeness 
to those of the Lancashire Coal-field. 

A considerable tract is composed of these beds at the northern part of 
the district lying between Broadbottom and New MiUs. Over this 
area the Lower Yard Mine, the equivalent of the Bakestone Dale Coal, 
is, and has been, extensively worked. The outcrop of the scam may be 
observed in Ernocroft Wood, where a tunnel has been driven into the 
side of the hill near the outcrop. It is also worked at Chisworth. The 
thickness of the seanx is about 3 feet. The following is the section at 
Kose Grove. 

Sectimi at Rose Grove, near Broadbottom. ft. in. 

Black shale 10 

Coal from 1 ft. to 12 

Principally shales, thickness uncertain. 

Coal (Gannist^r seam) - - - - - 4 

Principally Bhalea 180 

Coal {Lower Yard Mine) - - from ^ft. to ^ 6 

The next section was obtained from the underlooker of Mr. Jowitt's 
colliery, the Inkerman Pit, at Ludworth, 

Section at hudvjortk Colliery. ft. in. 

Sandstone - - - - - -360 

CoaJ (Forty Yards Mine?) - - lft.2iii.to 1 4 

Coarse fiaggj sandstone - - - - - 44 

Shale 40 

Coal (Gannisler seam) - - - 1 in. to (I 6 

Ganniater rock - - - - - -20 

Shale fiO 

Hard fine grit {"Five fuet rock") - - - 5 

Black shala - - - - - - 2S 

Hard grey shale ('■ Dun bed") - - - - 12 

Dark abaie - - - - - - 12 

Shale ("Uttle Dun bed") - - - - 2 

Black shale roof - - - - - - 4 

Coni (Yard seam) 3 

Hard fionr and fire-clay 4 

At Coinpatalt the Yard CoiJ is worked liy Mr. Jowitt nt a depth of 
112 yinds, on the downcast side of the large anticlinal fault which 
IraverseE the country from north to south. 

On the cast the tract of Lower Coal-mensnrcs just described is 
bounded by u targe ujicast fault which occupies the line of " tho 
Goyt Trough " and on the south by the up-rising of the Millstone 
Grit at New Mills. A second basin, more irregular in outline and 
of smaller extent, occupies the valley of tho Goyt from Furnace to 
Fernilee, the village of Whaley being nearly in the centre. From 
this two arms project in the form of nan-ow troughs, one towards 
the nurth-eaat in the direction of Ollersct Moor, the other towards 
the north side of Disley. In the southern part of this tract, and 
around Wlialey, the Lower Coal-measures lie in a bed formed of the 
Fentber-edge Coal, whicli has a rooi' of black shale of 12 yards in 
thickness. In the northern part, however, the upper bed of the 
liough Kock, absent in tho south, reappears, capping the coal, and 
appearing in eonsiderablo force at Disley. To this subject wo shall 

At Whaley there are four seams, including the Feather-edge Coal, 
all of which have been worked, and oi'e given in tho following section 
of Mr. GiBborno'ti colliery. 
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Section at Whalei/. 

Shale 180 

Coal (Red Aah Mine) 16 

Sandstone - - - - - -18 

Shale - - 12 

Coal (Gannister Mine) - - - - - I 

Rock 12 o 

Shale 36 

Coal {White Ash or Lower Yard Mine) - - - 1 6 

Sandstone (7-yard3 stone) - - - - 21 

Shale - - ae 

Coal (Big, or Feather-edge Mine) - - -■10 

Millstone Ghit. 

The Gannister Coal, and also the Lower Yard Mioe, are, or hava 
been, both worked north of Disloy, and the outcrop of the latter may 
be observed in a deep dell which is cut in the bank above Waterside. 
The outcrop of the Ganuieter Coal, or its floor, may be seen in the 
brook north of Hockerley, on the west eide of tbe basin, and in the lane 
above Tipper Barn on tbe east. 

The following is the section in Mr. Srigley's pit, about half a mile 
north of Whaley, 

Section in homer Coal-measures North of Whaley. 

ft. in. 

Marl (Boulder Claj) 00 1) 

Shale, with bands of fla« - - - - 80 

Dlnck shale, with Avicnlo-pectea and Gonialiles - - 10 

Coal (Red Aah Mine) 16 

Rock (with rein of Galena) - - - - 34 

Shale, with fish remains, Cypris, and plants ■ - yfi 

Coal (Smithy Mine) - - - - - 1 (i 

Strata, principally cock - - - - • 30 (I 

Coal (Cannel Mine, bad quality) - - - 1 4 

Rock and ahale 30 

Coarse grit (Woodhead Hill Rock) - - - 21 

Shale 39 

Coal (Big Mine) - - - - 3 ft. to 4 

The Whaley baeia is traversed Ironi east to west by a large fault, 
wbich passes by Hockerley, and is a downthrow on the north side. 

The effect of tliis fault in bringing tbe third Millstone Grit against 
tbe aecoud, and the second against the outcrop of the Gannister Coal, 
will bo better understood by a reference to tbe map than by a written 
description. To this fault tbe Black Brook Valley, which crosses the 
Millstone series transversely and opens into that of the Goyt, is 
perhaps due. 

Lead Veins. — I may here mention the somewhat uunsual occur- 
rence of veins of galena in the strata of the Lower Coal-measures 
which have been observed at Whaley. According to the information 
of Messrs. J. and W. Srigley, veins of galena have been worked in tbe 
measures both above and below tbe Sed Aah Mine, specimens of 
which I was shown on tbe spot ; but tbe largest quantity of ore bae 
been obtmned in Mr. Gisbome's colliery in the rock below the Red 
Ash Mine, although the lode itself has been traced through all tbe 
strata down to tbe Big Mine roof, in which it was jjointed out to me. 
The ore, however, was almost entirely confined to the rock below 
the Red Ash Mine, in which the lode was as much as 24 inches in width, 
and yielded 60 or 70 lbs, weight perdiab of ore. The lode "perished" j 
in the centre of tbe basin, but southward became very rich, and hasl 
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now been worked out. In the Big Mine the lode occurs as a small 
fault, and contained small pieces of ore.* 

E. H. 

In a little patch of Coal-measures at Goyt's Clough, west of Buxton, 
we have the following beds rf 

Shales ------ 

Sandstone {The Woodhead Hill Rock of Lancashire) 
Shales ------ 

f Coal 1 
Goyfs Coal (the Feather-edge Coal) - < Bat 3 
^ lCoal3 7J 

In the trough of Coal-measures lying round Goldsitch Moss the 
section is as follows : 

ft. in. ft. in. 

1. Coarse red grit rock. 
Shales. 

Coal, Silver seam, - - -14tol6 

Measures. - - - - 130 

Coal, Thin seam, - - - 1 4 

Measures. - - - - 45 

2,^ Coal, Thick seam, - - - 2 

Measures. - - - - 60 

Coal, Cannel seam. - - - 6 

Shales. - - - - - 9 

Coal, Bassy, black shale with thin layers 

of Coal. - - - - 5 „ 6 

3, Sandstone {Woodhead Hill Rock). - 57 

4, Black shales. Ironstone, and Flags. - 267 

5, Coal, Feather-edge Coal, - - 4 „ 6 
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In this series No. 1. may represent a rock in Lancashire called by- 
Mr. BinneyJ the "Ending Common Rock," and the "Helpet Edge Rock " 
by Mr. Hull :§ group No. 2. will be the Gannister and its companion 
coals. No. 3 is a bed called by Mr. Binney the " Woodhead Hill 
Rock ;" it is in this country very variable, sometimes showing as 
a soft, thick-bedded, crumbly grit, and at others as a very current- 
bedded flagstone. The lowest coal. No. 5., which is only separated 
from the Rough Rock by a few feet of underclay, agrees well with 
the Feather-edge Coal. The above section is drawn up from the 
accounts of old colliers at Goldsitch Moss : in Robin's Clough, 
where the same coals are wrought, I was told that the thicknesses ai*c 
as follows : 

ft. in. ft. in. 

Coal, Silver seam. 
Black shales. 

Coal, Thin seam, - - - 

Shales and flagstone. - - - 
Coal, Thick or Rock seam. 

Red flaggy sandstone. " ' 1 

Shales and flags. . - - / 

Coal, Cannel seam, . . - 

♦ These lodes are noticed by Mr. E. W. Binney in a paper read before the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Manchester. See their transactions, 2nd series, vol 9, 
p. 125. 

f The thicknesses are from a tunnel driven throagh these beds by the Dakc of 
Devonshire, a section of which was kindly given me by the late Mr. Willmott. 

t Trans. Geol. Soc. Manchester, voL !., p. 76. 
. § « Geology of the Country around Oldham '^ (Mem. Geol. Surrey), p. 16. 
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Both the ^^ Thick " and the ^' Caxmel " seams have hard, Gannister-like 
floors. 

In the map to the south of our district, 72 N.W. lies the Cheadle 
Coal-field, the last of the little coal basins of the Gojt Trough ; an 
account of its measures will be found in Part IV. of " The Iron Ores 
of Great Britain " (Mems. of the Geol. Survey), p. 277 ; and in a 
paper by Mr. E. W. Binney, Mema. of the Lit. and Phil. Soc. of 
Manchester, vol. xii., p. 34. 

3. Lower Coal-measures of the Biddulph Trough, 

In the lower part of the Coal-measures of the Pottery Coal-field we 
find about 300 feet of beds, with a few coals containing marine fossils 
in their roofs. These are lopked upon as the equivalents of the Lower 
Coal-measures of Lancashire ;* but as we cannot point to any seam as 
the representative of the Arley Mine of that county, and as the Upper 
Flagstone of Lancashire is wanting in North Staffordshire, it is not 
easy to say exactly where the line between the Lower and the Middle 
Measures is to be drawn. 

In an old colliery at Lea Mill Forges the following beds were passed 
through : 



Coal. - - - - . 

Warrant. - - - , 

Thin bed of sandstone. 
Shales. • - - - 

Coal, Crahtree, or Four-foot, - 
Warrant. - - • . 

Thin sandstone. 

Shales. - - . ■ 

Coal. - - - - - 

Shales. - - - . 

Coal, Little Row or Two foot. 
Warrant. - - . . 

Fine-grained thick-bedded sandstone. 
Dark sandy shales, with a little coal. 
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In the roof of the Crabtree seam were large calcareous nodules, with 
Goniatites Listeria OrthoceraSy Aviculopecten papyracetcs. The thick 
sandstone at the bottom of the section holds about the same place as the 
Woodhead Hill Bock of Lancashire, but otherwise the Coal-measures 
of that county do not show any close resemblance to those of the 
district of the Potteries. 

The Crabtree and Little Row coals have been largely gotten around 
Biddulph, but I do not know of any pit now at work, and the section 
above was the only one that I could lay hands on. In his general 
account of the Coal-measures of North Staffordshire, Mr. J, Bradbury 
gives the following section of the lower beds :t 

ft. in. 

Coal 15 

Strata. - - - - - - - 141 

Coal, Crabtree, - - - - - -40 

Strata. - - - - - - - 42 

Covl, Little Row, - - - - - 2 3 



* See " Iron Ores of Great Britain " (Mem. Geol. Survey), pert iv., p. 268. 
f Trans. Manchester Geo]. SoCv 1862. 
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The lower coals have been worked farther to the soath on Wetley 
Moor, and similar beds are found in the little Wetlej basin. For 
sections see " The Iron Ores of Great Britain," Part IV., (Memoirs of 
Greological Survey,) pp. 264-276. 

A. H« Gr« 

Middle Ck>AL-M£AsuBEs. 

These are the beds which contain all the chief workable coal-seams. 
They are found at Haughton, Hyde, and Poynton, and in the Biddolph 
Trough. 

1. Denton^ Bredimryy and Poynton Coal^trcLcU. 

Begarding the outcrop of the Redacre Coal as the margin of the 
Poynton Coal-field in one direction, and the Bed Bock fault as its limit 
in the other, the shape of the Coal-field would be somewhat that of a 
segment of a circle, of which the fault is the chord. At its northern 
extremity, however, it does not terminate against the fault, as it does on 
the south ; but at Offerton Green and Bredbury is connected with the 
Coal-field of Lancashire by a narrow band of measures containing a 
few of the lower seams. At Haughton nearly all the seams of the 
Middle Series are present, and they rise and crop out rapidly to the 
eastward. The base of the series is the Lower Woodley MinCy which 
is considered to represent the Royley Mine of Oldham and Bochdale 
on the north, and the Redacre Mine on the south. But while, from 
the general range of the coal-seams, this supposition appears in the 
highest degree probable, it must be admitted that it has never been 
actually proved by experiment. This arises from the fact that there is 
a gap of unproved ground between the Royley Mine at Oldham and the 
Lower Woodley Mine at Hyde ; and there is another similar space 
between the Lower Woodley Mine, where it has been worked on the 
north bank of the Mersey at Otter spool, and the Redacre Mine at 
Windle Hurst ; and until the country lying between these three points 
has been opened up, the identity of the seam in the three places must 
remain in uncertainty. 

At Haughton the whole of the Middle Coal-measures is present, 
though, from the thinning away of some of the seams, and the splitting 
up of others, there are only about six of them of any considerable value. 
The banks of the river from Beat Bank Bridge upwards afford a very 
fine section of the measures, but it is seldom that the outcrop of the 
coals is visible. The following is the general series at Haughton and 
Hyde: 

Coal Series at Denton, Haughton, and Hyde, 

Coal, Sod Mine, bad quality - . • 

Strata --.--. 
Coal --.-.. 

Strata • 
Coal ------. 

Strata ---«•- 
Coal, Big Mine, good quality - - - . 

Strata ------ 

Coal, Roger Mine, good house coal 

Strata ------ 

Coal, Double Mine - - - - - 

Strata ------ 

Coal, Hard Mine, good quality - - . 

Strata ------ 
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ft. in. 
Coal, Town Lane Mine - - - - - 3 8 

Strata - - - - • -300 

Coa/, Top Shuttles Mine - - - - 2 4 

Strata 144 

Coal, Lower Shuttles Mine - - - - 2 8 

Strata, with Red Rock - - - - 615 

Coal, Saltpetre Mine, bad quality - - - 6 

Strata - - - « • -120 

Coal, Black Mine, good quality - - - 4 6 

Strata 24 

Coal 10 

Strata 27 

Coal and dirt - - - - - -20 

Strata 105 

rCoal 1 3-| 
Coal, Stone Mine - - - ^ Stone 10^ 33 

LCoal 1 Oj 

Strata 45 

Coal, Cannel, or Upper Bent Mine - - - 1 4 

Strata 96 

Coal, Peacock, or King William Mine - - ^ 2 6 

Strata 75 

Coal - - - . - - -0 10 

Strata 76 

Coal 1 10 

Strata - - - - - -45 

Coal, Silver, or Hurst Old Mine, good quality - - 3 2 



The seams below these are — 

rCoal 

Water Mine - - - --^ Shale 1 0}- 5 

LCoal 

Coal - - - - - - -14 

Rosemary Coal - - - - - -16 

Upper Woodley Coal - - - - -20 

Lower Woodley Coal - - - • - 2 6 



3 01 

1 ol 
1 oJ 



The six seams from the Silver Mine downvirards crop out in the bed 
of the Mersey near the Eed Rock fault, below Goyt Hall. 

The coals at Haughton and Denton are often " troubled " by rock 
faults and other irregularities, such as the local disappearance of the 
coal by the junction of the roof and floor. At Haughton Colliery the 
Hard Mine is frequently cut out by shale or sandstone for many yards, 
occasioning much profitless outlay in driving in barren ground. Several 
of the other seams are equally unfortunate.* 

Further south, at Bredbury Colliery, all the seams from the Bhzck 
Mine downwards have been worked or proved. The Blctck Mine there 
is 4 feet in thickness. 

Most of the Coal-series at Denton reappear at Norbury and Poynton, 
only in a somewhat altered state. A very fine section of the beds may 
be observed along Norbury Brook, which flows in a deep channel across 
the whole series. The railway cuttings have also laid open the beds to 
some extent. For the following section, somewhat condensed, we are 
indebted to Mr. David Clayton, of Norbury Moor. 



* Much of my information is due to Mr. Bain, manager for Mr. Fletcher. 
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Coal-series at Norbury. 



_ . _ . 










ft. in 


Coal, Chapel Mine 


- 


. - 




• 


5 6 


Strata 


- 


. 




■> 


26 


Coal - - 


. 


- 




•• 


2 3 


Strata 


. 


m 




- 


17 


Smithtf Coal 


• 


m 




m 


2 


Strata 


m 


. 




m 


70 6 


Coal - - - - 


- 


. 




m 


4 


Strata, with several thin seams 


. 


. 




»• 


99 5 


Coah Mill Mine 


:• 


- 




" 


4 6 


Strata 


. 


- 




- 


45 


Coal and Cannel 


■• 


■i 




. 


1 


Strata 


- 


- 




. 


19 10 


Coal - 


- 


•• 




« 


2 3 


Strata, principally sandstone 


- 


- 




- 


92 


Coal .... 


- 


■• 




. 


2 3 


Strata - - - 


. 


- 




- 


15 1 


Coal - - - - 


- 


■i 




* 


2 9 


Strata 


• 


■• 




. 


10 2 


Coal - - - - 


• 


. . 




•■ 


2 3 


Shale 


w 


• 




. 


36 1 


Reddish sandstone 


- 


- 




_ 


163 


Shale 


m 


- . 




m, 


6 


Coal and dirt, Sheep wash Mine 
Blue imd red shale - 


m 


_ . 




m 


10 


m 


— 




- 


24 


Coal, Cannel Mine, with partings 


- 


• 




- 


8 


Blue and red shale 


. 


. 




« 


19 


Great Mine Rock (sandstone) 


« 






- 


120 


Coal, Great Mine, with two partings 


m 


- 




- 


6 6 


Strata, with a thin coal seam 


- 


- 




• 


90 6 


Coal 


- 


. 




. 


2 


Strata . - - 


. 


- 




• 


30 


Coal, Four-feet Mine - 


- 






. 


3 8 


Shale 


- 


. 




• 


120 


Coal, Five-feet Mine 


- 


m 




- 


4 6 


Strata 


- 


Coal 2 


01 


- 


181 


Coal, Silver Mine 


a • 


Dirt 1 

.Coal 1 


1 
4. 


► 


4 5 


Strata - - - 


f 


Coal 2 


01 


- 


31 


Coal, Water Mine 


-\ 


Dirt 


6 


K 


3 4 




I 


Coal 10 J 






Strata - - . 


«• 


• 




. 


74 5 


Coal, New Mine, with partings of shale 


- 




- 


9 8 


Strata - . - 


• 


tm 




«• 


270 


Coal, Redacre Mine 


^ . 


from 1 


6t 





2 6 



Tlie New Mine, near its outcrop, consists of two seams, the upper 
one of which may be seen in the railway cutting by the canal aqueduct. 
It is here separated from the lower by 16 yards of strata, nearly the 
whole of which thins out in the distance of a quarter of a mile west- 
ward. The section at the two points is as follows : 

Sections of the New Mine, Norhury. 



WEST, 

Towards the Deep, 

Coal, 27 inches. 
Clay, 12 „ 
Goal, 36 M 



One-fourth mile. 



EAST. 

Towards the Outcrop. 

Coal, 27 inches. 
Strata, 48 feet. 
Coal, 36 inches* 
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Under Marsden House the New Mine is cut through at a depth of 70 
yards from the surface by a " sand-fault," or ancient channel hollowed 
down through the strata, and filled in with sand. 

The series at Poynton is similar to that at Norbury ; and here, in a 
position intermediate between the Lancashire and North Staffordshire 
Coal-fields — ^in the former of which the clay-ironstones are bo poor, and 
in the latter so rich — ^we find them working the ironstone nodules which 
occur in the roof of the 4-feet and 5-feet seams. The stone is calcined 
on the spot, and then sent off to the Staffordshire furnaces. See 
Appendix II., page 97. E. H. 

2. Middle Coal-measures of the Biddulph Trough. 

The account of these beds I have been able to draw up is somewhat 
meagre, and I am sorry that I have no fuller description to offer of a 
district of such great mineral wealth. It is, however, veiy difficult to 
get at trustworthy information. For the most part, no records of the 
workings have been kept, and the colliers and underlookers have 
seldom any good knowledge even of their own ground. Among the 
few exceptions that I met with I would mention Mr. W. Chadwick, 
bailiff at Bradley Green Colliery : to him and to Mr. Bradbury I owe 
by far the greater part of the information I have been able to obtain. 

The collieries now at work are Mr. Bradbury's, at Bradley Green, 
Messrs. Williamson's, at Tower Hill, and Mr. R. Heath's, at the Biddulph 
Valley Ironworks. The sections of the first two, corrected for dip, are 
as follows : 



Bradley Green Colliery. 



ft. in. 



- 6 
. 43 
• 4 

- 158 

- 6 



Coal, Magpie - 

Measures * 

Coal, Hollylane 

Measinres 

Coal, Bowling Alley - 

Measures, with irregular 

2-ft. coal - - 70 

Coal, Stinking, in three 

seams - - 3 

Measures - - 100 

Coal, Ironstone Mine - 2 3 
Measures - - 185 

Coal, Froggery - 5 

(1 ft.. 6 m. bad at the bottom). 
Measures - - 145 

Coal, Cockshead -90 

Measures, with Lime' 

kiln or Sudden Coal 220 
CobI, BtUhurst ' -60 

Measures - • 53 

Coal, Winpenny - 3 

Measures - - 170 

Coal, Brick-kiln Row - 1 6 
Measures - • 200 

Coal, Silver Mine - 3 



Tower Hill Colliery. 

ft. in. 
Coal, Rough 7-foot - 6 
Measures, with little coal 90 
Coal, Stony Sfoot 6 ft. to 7 
Measures - - 60 

Coal, lOf oot - - 5 6 

Measures - - 189 

Coal, Top two row, or 

Magpie - -50 

Measures - -50 

Coal, Under two row, or 

Hollylane - • 3 

Measures - - 100 

Coal, Bowling Alley - 5 
Measures - - 160 

Coal, 7'foot Banbury, or 

Froggery - - 2 3 

Measures - ' . 140 

Coal, S-foot Banbury, or 

Cockshead • ^ 7 Q 

Measures - • 185 

Coal, Bulhurst - 2 ft. to 6 
Measures • - 70 

CoaJ, Winpenny ' -30 



The thickness of the measures between the Magpie and Winpenny 
Coals is twice as great at Bradley Green as at Tower Hill : this change 
is most marked in the distance between the Magpie and the Hollylane, 
which at Bradley Green are 43 feet apart, and at Tower Hill are near 
enough to each other to be worked as one seam, under the name of the 
Two Bows. In the southern part of the Coal-field the beds show a 
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marked thinning away to the west,* hat not to so large an extent as 
that just mentioned. 

The following account of the nature and quality of the coals is taken 
mostly from a paper by Mr. J. Bradbury, jun., read before the Man- 
chester Geological Society, in April 1862. 

" The Rough seven-foot and the Stony eight-foot are now acknow- 
ledged to be choice coals for blast furnaces." At a distance of about 
40 feet below the 10-foot coal lies a bed of red sandstone, about 50 feet 
thick, known among the miners as the lO-^o^ rock. The Magpie^ 
which is also sometimes called the Sparrow Butts around Biddulph, is 
known over the portion of the coal-field south of Norton as the Bowling 
Alley. And the Bowling Alley of Biddulph takes the name of Sparrow 
Butts in the south. The mine has a hard gannister-like floor at Bradley 
Green. " The Hollylane is the best house coal in the district, but free 
burning. The Bowling Alley is a very strong coal, and very simQar to 
the splint coal of Scotland ; it is used in Biddulph by Mr. R. Heath, and 
others, for the manufacture of pig iron, for which it is found admirably 
suited ; it is also one of the best coals for locomotive purposes. This seam 
often lies on a very strong rock, without the slightest appearance of 
anything like fire-clay. The two Banburys are largely used for coking, 
and are both of good quality for household uses. The Bulhurst is in 
general two seams of coal, of 3 feet each, parted by four inches of soft 
dirt ; it often happens that the top coal is altogether absent, or only 
9 or 10 inches in thickness, without the quality of the lower seam 
being impaired." The roof of this seam is a thick sandstone rock, of a 
bluish grey colour, weathering red ; it may be seen between White 
House End and the Hay Hill, where it forms a small ridge, and on the 
west of Mow Cop. " The Winpenny lies upon a bed of Ironstone, con- 
taining a large quantity of siliceous matter, and having the property of 
smelting at a very low temperature." The Silver Mine is now nowhere 
worked ; about Tower Hill it is a cannel. 

For the sake of comparison, I add the section at Mr. R. Heath's Bid- 
dulph Valley Ironworks, and that part of Mr. Bradbury's general 
section which applies to the present district. 



General Section of the Lo^er 
Part op the North Stafford- 
shire Coal-measures. — Mr. J. 
Bradbury. ^^ in, 

Coal^ Rough l-foot * 6 ^ 
Warrant, coal> metal, 

and rock - - 165 



Coal, Stmy S-foot 


7 





Coal, 10/00/ - 


4 11 


Linsey, grey rock, and 










shsJe - - - 


94 


6 


Measures 


45 


Coal, 10-/oo^ - 


6 


6 


Sandstone, " IO-/00/ 
Rock" 


45 


Grey metal and rock 


90 





Measures 

p««i fCoal 3 10 1 
l?^'. \ Parting 6 ^ 
^«^*lcoal ^1 3 J 


68 


Coal, Magpie - 


4 





5 7 


Strong metal - 


45 





Measures 


29 


Coal, Hollylane 


5 





Coal^ Hollylane 


4 6 


Strong grey rock and 










metol- 


165 





Measures 


103 



Section at the Biddulph 
Valley Ironworks. 



ft. in. 



♦ See " Iron Orea of Great Britain ** (Mem. Geol. Survey), part iv., p. 271. 
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Coal, Bowling Alley 



Warrant, metal, and 
rock - - - 

Coal, inferior, in three 
beds - - - 



ft. in. 
6 



45 
3 3 
39 



Metal and warrant 
Coal, inferior, in four 

beds - - - 3 7 

Shale ana black bass - 144 
Coal, Ironstone Mine •28 
Grey metal, rock, and 

bass - • - 114 

Coal, Frogrow • -50 

Strong rock and blue 

metal - - 114 

Coal, Cockshead -90 

Rock and Ironstone 

binds - - 93 

Coal, Lime'kiln • - 2 3 

Rock binds, rock^ and 

strong metal - - 144 

Coal, Bulhurst - • 6 

Rock metal ftnd fcass - 60 
Coal, Winpenny -30 

Rock, bass, snd Ircm- 

stone bands - - 183 

Coal, Brick-kiln Row - 1 6 
Shale and black bass - 216 
Coal, Silver Mine - 4 9 



ft. in. 
Coal, Sparrow Butts, 
Bowlinp Alley of Bid- 
dulph - - 5 

Measures, with thin 
coals - - • 380 

f Coal - 4 4 1 
Coal '^ Black bass 6 1- 7 7 
. Coal - 2 9 



A. H. G. 



Permian Beds. 

Stockport District. — Tte Lower Red Sandstone of this formation is 
very largely developed in this neighbourhood, stretching along the 
western side of the Coal-measures as far south as Poynton, and over- 
laid by the Pebble Beds of the New Red Sandstone. At Stockport it 
occupies a breadth of country of over a mile and a half, with a steady 
dip to the west, and is terminated by the Red Rock fault (see Fig. 5, 
p. 10) without its base being brought to the sui*face : we may, 
therefore, estimate the thickness as over 1,500 feet at this place, 
and throughout it is everywhere similar in composition and aspect. 
(See Hor. Section of the Geological Survey, Sheet 65,) 

The Lower Red Sandstone consists of bright red, sometimes striped 
and mottled sandstone, very soft, and crumbly, and without pebbles, 
which are to be found in abundance in tjie overlying beds of the Trias. 
Planes of current-bedding on a large scale frequently occur, and the 
rock resembles in every respect its contemporaneous sandstone of 
Colly hurst, near Manchester. There are many sections in the Mersey, 
and when the water is low a fine spring may be seen bubbling up- in the 
bed of the river below Goyt Hall. 

The section shown in the Bend of tte river below Brinnington Hall 
is interesting, as the rock is capped by two memb^s of the Drift, and 
is as follows : 

11559. ^ 
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Fig.1, 
Seotios in the Bask of the Mbbbet abote Stockport, 




A. Upper Boulder Clay or Tin 

B. Suid and gravd . . . 

C. Lmrer Red Saudelone, cnrrent-Iwdded - 39 

The sections is the River Tame are few, although th« river wanders 
over these heds for a distance of three miles above Stoclcport. The 
rock, however, may be seen in a. little dell that descends into the 
valley from Brinnington, and at the foot of the bank at Reddish Wood. 
At Beat Bank, below the bridge, an int«resting though very small 
section occurs, referred to by Mr. Binney." The sandstone is here 
properly described by this anUior as lying unconformably on the middle 
Coal-measures ; and the thin coals worked in a pit belonging to the late 
Mr. Fletcher, on the north bank of the river, were followed for a dis- 
tance of 100 yards under the sandstone, in the direction of Harden 
Hall. Having described this section at greater length in a previous 
memoir, I shall not further dwell on it now.f 

On the west side of Stockport, the Permian Sandstone, and a few feet 
of overlying marls, are brought to the surface- by a large fault, with 
an upcast of probably 500 feet on the west. Another fault, which is 
a continuation of the Boundary fault of the Manchester Coal-field, was 
formerly visible in a piece of open ground west of the railway viaduct, 
on the north bank of the river ; but I fear that the worka of the new 
railway to Aitrincham will conceal it. The Permian Sandstone is 
worked for moulding eand in a deep pit at Hope Hill, and a section 
where the Pebble Beds of the Trias rest upon the Permian marls, occurs 
at Travis Brow. Tho dip of the beds is westerly from Travis Brow, 
down the river as f ar aa Heaton Mersey Bleach Mills. Here the Per- 
mian beds are again brought to the surface by a large upcast fault, which 
I believe to be a prolongation of the great IrwoU Valley fault, north 
of Manchester. At Heaton Mersey, the throw of the fault is about 
1,000 feet, and the section which was found by a boring for water is 
thus recorded by Mr. Binney.J 

Section at Heaton Mersey. 
Boil and (vall^) gravel, a few feet. feet. 

New Bed SandstOTie - - - - - 45 

Red mulB containing beds of hard stone - - - 129 

Lower Red Sandstone, proved . - . - 402 



• Od the PenniBn Beds of the Nwth-we«t of England (Mems. lit tad Fbil. Soe., 
Hanchester, vol. xii.), p. B. 
t Geology t^the CoimtTy aroimd Oldham, p. 43, with iroodcnb 
t On the PenniMi Beds, &&, p. B. 
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The author observes, " The last-named depoait, which I examined on 
the spot as it came up from the bore, coDeisted of a coarse gi'ained sand 
of deep red colour, similar to that at Collyhnrst. How much thicker 
this deposit might bo it is impossible to say, but it is quite evident that 
the Permian beds extend under the Trias of Cheshire." The Permian 
beds must here form a very naiTow strip running along the line of the 
fault for an unknown distance on both sides of the river, as represented 
in the map, but the strata are much hidden by Drift. 

If we compare the sections at Heaton Hersey, Hope Hill, and Stock- 
port, we cannot fail to obserse that the New Eed Sandstone is uncon- 
formable to the Permian beds, and gradually passes over so as to rest 
on lower beds of the latter fonnation as we proceed from west to east. 
In order to illustrate this, wo shall place the three sections in juxta- 
position. 



WEST. 

Heaton Mbbsry, 

New Red Sandstone. 
Pennian marls, 129 ft. 
Lower Permian Sand- 



CENTRE. 



New Red Sandstone. 
Marls, 25 ft. 
Sandstone. 



EAST. 

1. SroF. OF SxocKi'OftT. 
New Red Sandstone. 
Absent. 
Sandstone. 



\ 



Thus we see that between Heaton Mersey and the east side of Stock- 
port, a distance of nearly three miles, the two sandstone beds, which in 
one direction were separated by a thickness of 129 feet of marls, are 
brought in the other immediately in contact. 

Norbury Section. — The section in the brook near Norhury Hall has 
also been described by Mr. Binney,* who was fortunate enough to visit 
it at a time when it much more clear than at present. The New Ee<l 
Sandstone may be followed for a long distance up the brook, and, when 
it runs out, certain red clays with bands of stone appear, dipping at a 
higher angle than the New Ked Sandstone, but the nature of their 
junction does not appear. Mr. Einney considers it to be a case of un- 
conformable superposition. Further on the Coal-measures set in, on 
the east side of the great Red Kock fault. (See Appendix II.) 

Torkington. — A curious little patch of Permian beds occurs at 
Torkington, near Hazel Grove. Tha beds are only to be seen in 
two brook courses, and, as far as it is possible to make out their 
relationship to the Coal-measures, they appear to lie in a trough formed 
in the lowest beds of the Middle series, in fact over the Eedacic 
Coal. 

Tho patch appears to bo about one-fourth of a mile in breadth 
from east to west, and is bounded on both sides by carboniferous grils 
and shales. If we follow the brook eastward from Torkington, we find 
the following series in descending order, all the beds dipping westward. 
1. Red marls. 
,.2. Soft red breccia in a sandy matrbc, containing 
an^lor jragments of Coal-measure grits, shales, 
and pieces of earthf hiematite. 
Coal-measures, 3. Soft purple grits, red shales, with bands of 
earthy hematite. 

Owing to the amount of Drift over this part of the country, it is im- 
possible to determine the exact northern and Eoutheru limits of this 
little outlier of Fei-mion beds. 

E. H. 

* On the Pennian Beds, Sic, 55- 6,T. 
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Permian of Rushton Spencer. — Strata, which are most likely of 
Permian age, crop out round the patch of Pebble Beds at Bushton Spen- 
cer. They consist of sandstones, red and mottled, or of a pepper and Wt 
colour, wifii partings of red, sandy, micaceous marl. Some of the sand- 
stones are thick-bedded, but fiaggy beds lie among the marls : a hard 
sandstone with a calcai'eous cement is seen near Peck's House. 

Above these, in the bed of the Dane, are chocolate-coloured und 
white marls, full of lenticular -shaped concretions. These marls, I am 
told by Mr. Binney, closely resemble the Permian marls of Manchester, 
in which like concretions are found. Above the marls is a bed of soit 
reddish sandstone, with a few pebbles. The section below showp these 
beds.* 

Fig. 8. 
Section aokoss the Valley of the Dane, near Hug Bridge. 
W.S.W. P. E.N.E. 

1. 2 2. 8. 4. 5. 8. X 6. 




-^ jpyiUPfc 



1. Boulder Clay. 

2. Sandstones and red sandy marls 1 

3. Mottled red and white marls, fUll of concretions V Permian. 

4. Soft red Sandstone, with few pebbles J 

5. Pebble Beds ..... New Red Sandstone. 

6. Black Shales ..... Yoredale Bocks. 
X . Fault 

P. Peck's House. 

A. H. Gt. 

New Red Sandstone ob Trias. 

With the exception of the strip of Permian already described, the 
whole ot the country west of the Red Rock fault is composed of New 
Red Sandstone and Marl. The sub-divisions of this group have alreadj 
been given (pp. 7, 16), and the general character of the country which 
they underlie. 

Pebble Beds. — This sub-division consists of brownish-red pebbly 
sandstone, sometimes current-bedded, and it is sufficiently hard to be 
used as a rough building stone, but much inferior in durability to the 
Carboniferous grits. The great majority of the pebbles contained in 
it are liver-coloured quartz ; but white quartz, hornstone, and grit are 
also to be found. 

The finest section in these beds is that which occurs in the banks of 
the Mersey at Stockport ; the greater part of the town being built 



* The section at Hug Bridge is described by Mr. Binney, in his Memoir << On 
the Permian Beds of the North-west of Englsmd.'* (Mem. Lit. and Phil. Soc Man- 
chester, vol. xii.) The following is his section : — 

Soft red sandstone (New Red Sandstone) 

Red marl, parted by layers of red and variegated coarse sand 

Soft red sandstone, containing layers of red marl 

Brownish sandstone . . . . - 

Red and variegated marls, with small lenticular marks, similar 

to those seen at Cheetham Weir ... 
Red and variegated sandstone, containing beds of conglomerate 

in the middle of it - - - - 45 to 60 



ft. 


in. 


4 





2 





2 





9 


2 



- 18 
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upon Ihis rock. The basement beds couaist of a coarse breccia of Bmall 
angular pieces of grit, cbert, aad other rocks, and form a little cliff on 
the north bank of the Mersey below its junction with the Tame. The 
same beds are again visible in Travis Brow, on the upcast side of the 
largo fault ; and the beds which succeed ore shown in the river banks 
almost as for as Heaton Mersey, The thickness of the sub-division is 
750 feet. Sections al'e also shown in Bramhall Brook, from the top of 
Great Reddish Wood upwards, the stream tor the most part flowing in 
a deep channel scooped out of the rock. Another small section is 
shown in the Biver Dean, west of Dean Water, and further up in the 
cliff west of BollingtoQ, close to the gi-eat Red Rock fault. 

Upper Mottled Sandstone. — This sub-division has a thickness of 
about 600 i'eet, and rests on the Pebble Beds. It consists of soft, flne- 
gi'ained sandstone, of bright red, or variegated colours, and in some 
parts of Lancashii-e and Cheshire is used aa moulding aaiid. There 
are several good sections in this snb-division, occurring chiefly in the 
brooks. Of these we may mention that in the brook near Withington 
Old Hall ; the banks of the Mersey, east of Heaton Mersey Bleach 
Mills, where the beds may be seen resting on the Pebble Beds ; Bram- 
hail Brook at Cheadie, ajid the banks of (he Mei'fiey at Didsbitry Mill; 
the banks of the River Bollin below the factory at Wilmslow ; and 
several sections in the banks and lanes on the northern flank of Al- 
derley Edge and Clockbouse Wood. The chief differences whereby 
this sub-division may be distinguished from the Pebble Beds, lie in 
the entire abseace of Pebbles, and the brighter colouring and finer 
grain of the particles of sand. 

Lower Keuper Sandstone, and Waterstones. — The base of this sub- 
division, ibrming the lower member of the Keuper series, is the massive 
quartzose conglomerate which forms the crest of the escarpment of 
Alderley Edge (Fig. 9). This conglomerate is formed of rounded peb- 

Fig. 9. 

Cliffs of CoNGLOMEEtA.TE on Aldeelb' 




bles of white and coloured quartz, very simitar to those of the Pebble 
Beds of the Buntvr sandstone ; and I have lon% \^evv <a1 u 
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as the Keuper lies uneonformably on the Banter division, the conglo- 
merate of the former is simply the re-constructed materials of the 
latter. In looking at the Alderley Edge rocks we are strongly re- 
minded of the cliffs of white conglomerate which form the base of the 
Keuper series along the valley of the Chumet at Alton in Stafford- 
shire, and which are really not very far distant from this point, but are 
separated by a tract of Carboniferous ground. At Alton, however, the 
conglomerate of the Keuper rests on the Pebble Beds of the Bunter, 
here on the Upper Mottled Sandstone, and the contrast is the more 
striking. Near the spot from which the above sketch is taken, the 
junction of the two members of the Trias may be traced along the 
cliffs, and is shown in the sketch at the point where the rock juts out 
from the hill side. 

In some places, at the junction of the Keuper and Bunter divisions, a 
band of marl occurs, giving origin to springs. One of these may be 
seen on the north side of the edge ; but the same band occurs in much 
greater strength at the old copper mine on the east of the edge. The 
conglomerate here is but slightly consolidated, and assumes the 
appearance of a white quartzose gravel or pudding-stone. The same 
bed occurs in the escarpment above Clockhouse Wood Farm, and north 
of Hareshill, resting on the Upper Mottled Sandstone, being repeated 
by a large fault, and at the copper works of Mottram St. Andrew. 
Sections in the same beds also occur in the banks of the Bollin at 
Quarry Bank, near Wilmslow, the beds dipping westerly at angles 
varying from 15° to 30°. 

The beds which succeed the couglomerate are formed of soft whitish 
and variegated sandstone, from which the copper on Alderley Edge is 
extracted. At Quarry Bank this rock is bright red, and very similar 
to the Upper Mottled Sandstone of the Bunter, but is distinctly sepa- 
rated from that formation by the quartzose conglomerate. Above this 
comes a white freestone, which produces an excellent building material, 
both on account of its hardness, uniform texture, and absence of colour. 
There is an old quarry in this bed, by the side of the lane which crosses 
the Edge from Alderley Old Hall, and from which it is very probable 
the stone for the old church and cross was obtained. A little further 
south a newer quarry has been opened, and is now being worked. 

The highest beds are properly " the Waterstones " of the Cheshire 
and Lancashire geologists. They consist of a series of flaggy, rippled, 
brownish sandstones, micaceous, with partings of shaley marl. These 
beds are very well shown in the lane at Butts, on the west side of AI- 
derly Edge, underlying the bottom of the Red Marl. The same beds 
may also be seen in a quarry on the north side of Hareshill Park, and 
south of the river at Quarry Bank. They are contemporaneous with 
those which have produced in such abundance the footprints of the 
Labyrinthodon at Lymm, but as they are nowhere worked in this 
district, we are not aware that any impressions have been found here. 

It may probably be useful to summarise the order of succession of 
the Lower Keuper Sandstone group, as it occurs in the neighbourhood 
of Alderley Edge and Wilmslow, as follows: 

Thickness. 

feet. 

1. Waterstones. Flaggy micaceous brown sandstones and shales 150 

2. White and brown freestone (for building) - - - 100 

3. Soft white, yellow, or red sandstone - - - - 100 

4. White and reddish conglomerate - - - - 100 

ITiickness about - - 450 
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Copper Mining at Alderlei/, — This seems tbo proper place for a 
short account of the process by which copper and other minerals are 
now being extracted with success fi-om the sandstone of Alderley Edge 
and Mottram St. Andrew. 

At the former of these places the minerals &v(i disseminated in the 
soft sandstone which lies above the conglomerate {No, 3 in the aliove 
list) ; and at the old copper works on the east side of the Edge, and 
at Mottram, in the conglomerate itself. The ores are diffiised in varying 
quantities, but in some degree along the planes of bedding, throughout 
the entire mass of the rock, which at the western end of the excavationc 
at Alderley Edge Works, presents the following section ;* 
Section at the Alderley Edge Mines, 



1. Thin 

2. Shaley clay, with band of copper ore at bottom - - 2 6 

3. Ferruginous sandstone, with tege nodular masses con- 

taining carbonate of lead - - - - 6 

4. Cobalt bed. Laminated sandstone, with cobalt ore - 4 6 

5. White compact sandstone, with carbonate of lead- - 5 

6. Ferruginous sandstone, with ores of mangoneae, cobalt, 

and iron 12 

The sandstone containing the principal supply of copper lies at the 
bottom of the above series, in which, it ought to be stated, each bed is 
not sharply marked off from its neighbour, but only by some slight 
variation in character. The copper occurs as green and blue carbonate 
coating the particles of sand, oaid in quantities varying from 1^ to 2^ 
per cent. 

The process by which it is obtained is somewhat as follows : — The 
rock containing the ore is ground, and macerated in a solution of 
muriatic acid. By this process the copper is dissolved, and " the liquor," 
which ia of a fine sap-green colour, is pumped info reservoirs of wood. 
Into these reservoirs old scrap iron is thrown, and the acid of the liquor 
seizing the iron, dissolves it, and precipitates the copper in the metallic 
state. At the conclusion of the process there ia a solid residue, composed 
of 80 per cent, copper, and 20 per cent, ii'on, which is sent to St. Helen's 
and other places, where it is mixed witli other ores of copper for smelting 
into ingots. 

When operations were first commenced on this spot, the rock was 
extracted in open work, and a very large excavation, with a propor- 
lionably large accumulation of waste sand, has been foi"med. Now, how- 
ever, the bed containing the principal quantity of ore is followed by 
tunnelling downwards in the direction of the dip of the strata. 

Carbonate of lead, and galena, occur, in some places as much as 40 
per cent, of the matrix ; on an average, 30. They are separated by 
washing. Cobalt is also obtained. In the centre of the works occurs 
a deep hollow cut in the sandstone, and filled with boulder clay. This 
is 40 feet in depth, and 180 across at the top. It is turned into the 
purpose of a reservoir. 

At Mottram St. Andrew, cobalt and copper are extracted in pre- 
cisely the same manner. They are, however, obtained from the conglo- 
merate at the base of the Kcuper, and raised by shafts a few feet in depth 
and worked by a windlass. The rock reaches the surface in a quiury, 
and the green carbonate of copper may be observed colouring the sur* 

* I am indebted to Captain Osborne far his aasiatance and information regarding 
the process of eitracting the metnlB at these works. For a very fall account of the 
nature of the ores at Alderley Edge, and the process of extractioB, see account of 
Mr. W. UenderEOD, Slining Journal, leeo, p, 686. 
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faces of the pebbles aud pieces of the rock, which dips westward at 5°. 
The stone here seems richer in ore than at Alderley, and the captain 
of the works* informed me that some pieces yield as much as 22 per 
cent, of copper ore, the average being 5 per cent. There can be no 
doubt the rock at both places is the same, and the position of the con- 
glomerate at Mottram, which is down in the plain, and several hundred 
feet below its equivalent beds at Alderley Edge, is due to the large 
downcast fault which ranges east and west through Chorley. 

The number of minerals accumulated in these beds is surprising. At 
the old works on Alderley Edge, the following kinds were determined 
with the assistance of Seiior Berruti of the Royal Geological Survey of 
Italy, whose company we were favoured with for a few days : — galena, 
carbonate of lead, green and blue carbonate of copper, phosphate of 
copper, earthy black oxide of manganese, sulphate of barytes, sparry 
iron ore, peroxide of iron. 

The elevated position of Alderley Edge is owing, partly at least, to 
the existence of a large fault, alluded to above, which runs along the 
base of the hill on the north side, and somewhere to the south of Mot- 
tram Copper Works. At Chorley, the conglomerate of the Keuper and 
the Upper Mottled Sandstone are upheaved above the Red Mai*l on the 
north side of the fault, and this latter having been easily denuded 
away, has left the sandstone rocks rising above the plain in a con- 
spicuous cliff. At the same time it is difficult to understand why the 
sandstone rocks of Alderley have been so favoured, while their contem- 
poraneous beds of Mottram, Wilmslow, and other places should have 
been denuded down to the level of the Red Marl and Bunter Sand- 
stone. 

E. H. 

Beds belonging to this division are also seen at -the following 
spots. 

A strip of thick-bedded red sandstone is brought up, close to the 
Red Rock Fault, at the west end of Ratcliff Wood, 3 miles south of 
Macclesfield ; it is more like Lower Keuper Sandstone than the thin- 
bedded sandstones of the Upper Marls, against which it seems to be 
faulted on the west. The position of this bed is shown in Fig. 4, p. 9. 

In the River Dane, a little to the east of North Rode Viaduct, we 
meet with sandstones most likely belonging to this group ; they are 
shown in Fig. 3, p. 9. 

Lastly, in the south-west corner of our district we have a patch of 
Lower Keuper Sandstone abutting against the Red Rock Fault. The 
rock may be seen in the brook running by Ford Sprink, between the 
canal and the railway (Fig. 1, p. 8) ; on the road leading up the hill 
east of Mow Cop station ; and in a lane on the south-west side of 
Grotto Wood (Fig. 2, p. 8). In all these sections we find thick- 
bedded red and white sandstones with beds of marl resting on soft 
mottled sandstones with a few pebbles. The latter are the equivalents of 
the conglomerates of Alderley Edge, but without the calcareous cement 
that there hardens the rock and enables it to make so bold a feature. 

The sandstone is largely worked in Quarry Wood, where it yields a 
good building stone ; here and there it is a fine conglomerate, and some 
of the beds have a calcareous cement, 

A. H. G. 

^ At both the works iu Alderley and Mottram the managers are Cornish men, who 
are there called " captains " of the mine ; and the miners, being also from the same 
country, were at first very much puzzled and perplexed at finding the ore lie in beds 
instead of in lodes. 
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Red Marl. — This formation consists of a thick series of finely 
laminated red and grey marls or shales, with bands of grey or white 
micaceous sandstone, which in this disti'ict do not seem to be confined 
to one definite horizon. Seams and lenticular masses of gypsum are 
also present,* and at Alsager and North wich beds of of rock salt. 

Owing to the covering of Drift which is spread over the tracts 
occupied, or supposed to be occupied, by this formation, it is seldom 
visible within the limits of this district. In the adjoining parts of 
Cheshire, to the west, it may be observed in some of the brook courses, 
especially along the banks of the Bollin from Quarry Bank to Bowdon. 
Sections, however, may be observed in the lane leading up towards 
Alderley Edge from the Old Cross, and in some of the little dells 
which descend into the Bollin on the south side of the river opposite 
Quarry Bank. 

E. H. 

Sections in this formation may be seen around the Broad Oak 
Eeservoir, 3 miles south of Macclesfield, and in the deep valley that 
runs by Cow Brook. The River Dane also gives an almost unbroken 
section from North Rode viaduct to the western edge of the map. A 
little cliff at Colley Mill shows well the thin hard sandstones that lie 
in the marl, and some thin seams of gypsum. The former are often 
blue internally, very fine grained, and ring under the hammer. All 
along the beds roll very much, and are broken by small faults, but upon 
the whole there is a slight dip to the west. Red marl may also be 
seen in the Buglawton Brook near Congleton. 

In conclusion, I give a section of a boring made in this formation on 
the Howford Bridge estate, Buglawton, near Congleton, belonging to 
Mr. T.' Cooper, for a copy of which I am indebted to Mr. Binney. 
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. H, G. 



♦ See Memoir on the Geology of the Country around Altrincham (Mem. Geol. 
Survey). 
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CHAPTER in. 

Detailed Account of the Geological Structure of the 

Country. 

Having in the last chapter described the general mineral character 
of the different formations, we will now give an account of their posi- 
tion at the surface, of the faults, rolls, and other disturbances which 
affect them, and of their local lithological changes. 

(A.) The Country to the East of the Red Rock Fault, 

This district, with the exception of outliers of the New Red Sand- 
stone, is wholly occupied by Carboniferous rocks ; it is divided by the 
Anticlinal Fault, already mentioned, into two parts, which it will be con- 
venient to handle separately. On the east lies the great hollow of the 
Goyt Trough ; while on the west are the Coal-measures of Hyde, 
Poynton, and Macclesfield, the Rudyerd Basin, and the Biddulph 
Trough. Before proceeding to the detailed description of each of 
these great natural geological districts, we will mark out the line of the 
Anticlinal Fault.* 

This fault, accompanied as it is almost all along by a reversed 
dip of the beds, is a continuation of the fracture which extends south- 
wards along the valley of the Tame at SaddJeworth, and the base of the 
range of moorlands east of Staleybridge. It may be observed at the 
southern end of Harrop Edge, where the beds are thrown into a vertical 
position, and it enters our district at the eastern termination of Werneth 
Low. Here the Rough Rock, and the underlying flags, are suddenly 
terminated against beds belonging to the Lower Coal-measures. Fol- 
lowing the line south, we observe the fault in the banks of the Etherow 
at the foot of Ernocroft Wood ; again, in the bed of the Goyt below 
Marple, where it brings the Rough Rock against the Third Grit. At 
Disley it crosses the railway about 200 yards west of the station, for 
we find the flagstones of the Lower Coal-measures in a quarry by the 
side of the line dipping west at 25®, while in the tunnel, at the opposite 
side of the fault, the Rough Rock and underlying shale dip in the 
opposite direction. 

At the edge of Lyme Park the fault appears to be shifted consider- 
ably to the eastward by a transverse fracture, which crosses the new 
reservoir from north-west to south-east, but it reappears very clearly 
along the Saltersford Valley. Notwithstanding its displacement, wo 
can have no doubt that the fault in Saltersford Valley is one and the 
same with the great disturbance which has caused the fracture in the 
valley of the Tame. 

The brook of Saltersford Valley very nearly coincides with the axis 
of the saddle and the line of the fault. It runs due south, and imme- 
diately on crossing it we find ourselves on beds dipping in opposite 
directions. The lower part of the valley is in the Yoredale beds, and 
on either side the grits of the Millstone series dip to the east and 
west, the Third Grit forming on the eastern side the most conspicuous 
ndge, and the Fifth Grit on the western. Li the bottom of the 
valley, near Jenkin Chapel and Crabtree Knowl, we find the fine- 

* As this fitolt has been unluckily spoken of as *' The Great Pennine Fault/' in the 
Memoir on the country around Oldham (p. 57), it may be as well here to say that it 
is noia coDtinnation of the Pennine Fault of North Yorkshire. 
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grained siliceous grita which mark the middle group of the Yoreiiule 
Rocks.* E. H. 

We next get evidence of the break in the atream near Lower House, 
but we cannot here fis its place exactly, aa the ahalea are folded aud 
broken for the space of nearly one-eighth of a mile. We again find 
aigns of the fault in the brook by White Hills ; at Forest Chapel, where 
the beds are vertical, and dip steeply to the east and west on opposite 
aides of the fault ; and in a very bi-oken patch of ground on the south- 
east of Lower HoUin Tongue. In the brook on the west aide of Shut- 
lingslow the Second Grit is brought by this fault against shnlca and 
sandstones, most likely of Toredale age. The fault is again seen in the 
section given by the brook north of Alders, where chocolate-coloured 
shales and sandstones belonging to the Yoredale Rocke are brought by 
it against the Third Grit. It runs along the face of Castle Cliff, where 
the ahalea in the bed of the river are vertical, and croaaes the Dane a 
quarter of a mile south-ivest of Dane Bridge. Hence for the space of 
one mile a perfectly straight line of vertical beds can be traced, the 
beds near being often violently contorted. The line seema to paaa 
close to the west of Gun Stone Pita, and is again found in the brook 
one-eighth of a mile aouth-east of Rudyerd Hall, It is here lost under 
the Pebble Beds of the Churnet Valley, but on the south of (his outlier 
the line produced falls into a fault on the east aide of Wetlcy RockSif 
which therefore belongs moat likely to the same line of fracture. 

A. n. G. 



1. Couiilti/ cast of the AiUicHual Fault. The Goi/t Trough, 
We may now pass to the description of the Goyt Trough. 
This trough has its origin in the moorlands north of HoUingwurth, 
where the beds begin to dip gently towarda a central axis which passes 
exactly through the village. South of the village of Mottram we find 
in a brook course the outcrop of the Motti'am coal ; then shales, suc- 
ceeded by flags, and the rough rock of the Millstone aeriea, dipping 
towards the south-east ; and on the other side of the trough the same 
grit dipping towards the west from the crest of Coomb's Edge. The 
trough-like form of the district is also seen in the arrangement of the 
beds north of New Mills. On the eastern side we find the first, second, 
and third Grita rising lo the east, and ending off in a series of flue eseai-p- 
ments at Matley Moor, Lantern Pike, Ollerset Moor, and Chinley 
Cburu ; and oa the western side the same grita, cropping out, though 
less conspicuously, from Mellor, by Cobden Edge, New Mills, and 
Whftley Moor. From this point southwards the trough becomes more 
contracted, and regular in form, and the River Goyt very neai-ly coin- 
cides with the axis. The appearance of the hills formed by the ridges 
of grit, as they crop out in auccesaion on both sidea of the trough, has 
already been described. 

• The cobI which overlies the Third Grit is generBlly present along the line of 
constry on both sidea of the noticlinBl fanlt. We And it at LoDghurst, near Mc Ilur, 
propping out on the bank, and coTered by black ehules containing Uanintiteg and other 
foaails. It has been worked in the valley west of Dissop Head, near Disley, and ftom. 
this point Eouthwaid to Bainow, and again at Tegg'a Nose, near Macclesfield. At 
Spond'fl Hill it ia 16 inches thick ; at Harrop Wood, near Shrigtey. 14 inches, an* 
of good quality. On the eastern side of the saddle it has been traced continuoualy 
from the reservoir south-wrat of Whaley up to the neighbourhood ofriash. At the 
outcrop in Ladhatcb Flantatioa it is 16 inches id thickness, hut farthiT sonili, near 
Itaxton, it reaches a thickncsa of 4 feet 6 inches, 

t In Map T2 N.W. 



44 GEOLOGT OF THE COUNTKT BODND 

The banks of Ihe Goyt above Whaley Bridge ofFer several sectioue 

of faults, accompanied with much disturbance of the beds. One of 
these is seen below KDipe, and shows us ccrtaia dark and gray grits 
thrown into a vertical position against a nearly horizontal bank of grit. 
Another case occurs near the Powder Milla, where the baaemeut beds 
of the second Grit and the underlying shales are brought up with a 
curve against other beds of shale which dip gently away from the fault 
(See sketch, Fig. 10.) 

Fig. 10. 

Sketch of Fault in the Bajiks of the Gojt, at the Powdbb 

Mills, Sodth of Taxal. 




The escarpment of the third Grit forms a very marked feature along 
the eastern margin of Sheet 81 N.W. The rock itself is often 
extremely coarse, as at Matley Moor, and &om the Chinley Hills soatb- 
worda is generally of a red colour, and very coarse and massive. It 
forma the fine cliff of Cracken Edge, and the summit of Eccles Pike, 
1,225 feet. At Bugsworth this I'ed grit is finely opened out in the 
quarries. Beyond the base of the steep bank of shales which descends 
from the ridge of the grit, the moorlands of the Kinder Scout Grit riee 
gradually to the eastward till they culminate in the table-land of the 
High Peak. In this district the Kinder Scout Grit consists of two 
thick beds, separated by shales, the whole being of a thickness of 1,000 
feet in the neighbourhood of Glossop, at the north-cast extremity of the 
district. Between Glossop and Hayfield there are many good sections 
in f|uarrles, as the rock produces excellent foundation stones, as well as 
i-ough flags and paving stones. South of ilayiield the beds bc^in to 
diminish in thickness, and become less coarse, and would scarcely be 
recognized as the representatives of the grits of the Yorkshire Bioor< 
lands. One of these grits may be seen in the quarry north of Combs 
lli'od ; and the same grits crop out along both sides of the Saltersford 
Valley, and are shown in the section which crosses the east side of tlie 
valley at Pym Chair. (See page 47.) 

E.H. 

We will next take in hand the country from Whaley Bridge aouth-* 
wards as far as a fault crossing the basin, which may be called the Cut 
Thorn fault. 

The fault branches from the anticlinal fault near Bull Greave. It ia 
beautifully shown in the valley from Greenaways to Bottom-of-the- 
Oven, the beds along the lower part being everywhere vertical, or 
nearly ev. It ia seen in the brook one-eighth of a mile south of Bottom- 
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nf-the-Oven, briDging Wiicfc Yoredale libalps ngaiiist the Kiftli Grit, and 
again near High Ash and by Cloiigh Houkc. Good evidence was 
found in the coal workings at Bobin's Clough. The beds worked are 
the Lower Coal-measures, lying in the yallej ; while the high ground 
hard by, on the nortli-east side of Cut Thorn, is I'ormed by the Third 
Grit The beds in the headings driven in this direction wero very much 
broken. In the bed of the Dane the rocks were much tossed abont, 
and in the next brook to the south-eftst we have the section below. 



Section near the Line of the Cut Thokk Faci.! 




Black ahsle. 

Coal, e incliefl. 

Soft aaderclaj, passing into clancb. 

Sandstone. 

Qrej shale. 

Hard iinderclsy. 
The fault crosses the stream fi-ora Flash Bottom a little to the west 
of the outcrop of the Feather-edge Coal, which is thrown nearly on end 
by it ; and it seems to end off against a cross fault by Little Hill End. 
Another large fault runs nearly due north from High Ash ; it brings 
about a sudden change of dip in the brook running down from Bleak 
Knowl, in the brook immediately to the north, and in the brook one- 
fourth of a mile south-east of Ei-ook ITouse. Where it crosses Wild 
Moor Bank Hollow the shales are violently contorled for more than 
100 yards. The sketch below shows a part of tlie broken beds. 

Fig. 12. 



\\ 1 \ ^-o-, 



The fault then seems tu run along a high ridge formed by a sanil- 
Btone, most likely the Toredale Grit, which dips east at u very higii 
angle, and is in places vertical. Hence the break seems to run up to a 
liae of vertical beds at Saltersford Hall, and afterwards to p:tsa into a 
very sharp saddle. This fault we will call the High Ash fault. 
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The country between this and the anticlinal fault is occupied by 
Yoredale Rocks, mostly of the middle division. A section across it, a 
little south of Anchor Knowl, would run as under : 



W.S.W. 
A. 1. 




B. C. 

1. Yoredale Grit 

2. Yoredale Sandstone, yery much contorted. 

3. Fifth Millstone Grit. 

A. Third Milestone from Baxton on the Macclesfield road. 

B. Anticlinal fhult. 

C. Cut Thorn fault 

D. High Ash &ult 

To the east of the High Ash, and the north-east of the Cut Thorn 
fault, lies one of the lesser basins of the Goyt Trough. A little patch 
of Coal-measures is found in the middle around Goyt's Clough, round 
which the outcrop of the different grit beds run in rings. Three lead- 
ing faults cross the district : the Cumberland fault running north-west 
by Cumberland Farm House ; the Quainford fault running N.N.E. by 
Quainford ; and the Lower House fault running east and west by the 
farm of that name. 

A tunnel driven on the estate of the Duke of Devonshire from near 
Clough House, Buxton, gives the following section of the beds from the 
Woodhead Hill Rock to the fourth Grit :* 
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The thickness of the beds b( 


3I0W I estimate as follows : 


ft. 
- 160 


Fourth Grit, soft red grit 


. • . . 


Shales - - - 


. . - . 


- 130 


Fifth Grtt, flaggy sandstone 


- 


- 50 



* A copy of this section was kindly given me by Mr. Willmott, late agent to the 
Duke of Devonshire at Buxton. 
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This will give 1,250 feet for the thickness of the Grit series at 
Bnxton. 

The crops of the Fourth and Fifth Grits, the equivalents of the 
Kinder Scout beds, may be easily traced on the west of the Goyt Trough 
from past Jenkin Chapel up to the Cumberland fault. For the most 
part these beds are fine thick-bedded sandstones, but on the south of 
High Ash the Fifth Grit becomes veiy coarse and massive. The section 
below, given by the lane leading down from Pym Chair to Jenkin 
Chapel, shows these and the underlying Yoredale beds well, and they 
may also be seen in a brook course running down from Bleak Knowl. 
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On the east side of the trough the Fourth Grit forms a ridge, of 
which Axe Edge is the highest point ; it is a soft, red, grit rock, not 
very coarse. By the " G " of Axe Edge Green a little coal has been 
worked on the top of this grit, with a sandstone floor, and a black shale 
roof containing Goniatites, The fifth is a finer rock. It is largely 
quarried at Nithen End, where it shows as a thick -bedded, concre- 
tionary sandstone. 

The Third bed, which is a very coarse, massive, red grit, makes the 
fine escarpment from Windgather Rocks by Pym Chair and along the 
Tors, and thence runs with a good line to Dane Thorn Colliery. The 
crop of the little coal on the top of this rock may be traced along 
the whole of its upper boundary. At Castage the coal is one foot 
thick, and of fair quality ; Goniatites were seen in its black shale roof. 
At Dane Thorn Colliery I learned from an old collier, and from a report 
furnished by Lord Derby's agent, that it varied from 1 foot 6 inches to 
2 feet 3 inches. 

On the east the line of the Third Grit is also good. The overlying 
coal is found along the whole of the outcrop of this bed, and has been 
largely worked, both on the north and south of Thatch Marsh Colliery ; 
it is there 4 feet 6 inches in thickness, of which at least 2 feet 6 inches 
is good coal. 

The Second Grit, which is a fine-grained brownish sandstone, forms 
a broad spread in the middle of the trough about Goyt's Bridge, north 
and south of which its outcrops run regularly on each side of the bo&vDk^ 
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It is largely quarried for tiles and flags on the flanks of the Chinley 
Hills, at Dane Slate Quarries, near Thatch Marsh Colliery, and at Goyt's 
Clough. A little coal lies here and there on the top of this grit. It 
was found in the Buxton Tunnel (p. 45) ; and in the brook by the 
"G"of Stonaway T. G., a hard floor with SHgmaria and 'a black 
shale roof with Goniatites and Aviculopecten papyraceus crops out, 
but the coal is absent. The same floor and roof, and about a quarter 
of an inch of coal, are seen in a brook half way between here and Dane 
Slate Quarries, and in the brook above these quarries there were traces 
of old coal workings. 

The Rough JRoch, which keeps its usual coarse crumbly nature, 
crops out on the east, south, and west of the Whaley Bridge Coal- 
measures. Outliers of it lie at Norman Wood near Bun sal, and on a 
long hill half a mile south of Goyt's Bridge. A ring of it, in places of 
some breadth, runs round the patch of Coal-measures at Goyt's Clough. 
A well at the Cat and Fiddle, which most likely went through nearly 
the whole of the bed, was 40 yards deep ; the dip is 10°, and this 
would give 118 feet for the thickness. 

Lastly, on the top of all comes a little patch of Coal-measures, with 
the Feather-edge Coal, 4 feet 6 inches thick, at the bottom. The crop of 
this coal is well shown in the brook below Moss Houses ; it is there 
from 4 to 5 feet thick, and parted from the Rough Bock only by an 
underclay. In the roof Mr. Molyneux found Rhizodus, Palceoniscus, 
Lingula mytiloides, and plants.* 

Faults. — A fault, a little north of the Buxton and Congleton road, 
was drawn from working plans in Mr. Willmott's office ; its line is 
somewhat uncertain ; it throws down to the north 18 yards. The 
fault laid down on the map, a quarter of a mile south of Thatch Marsh 
Colliery, has been proved at the point where it crosses the lane, but 
nothing is known for certain about its direction ; it throws down to the 
north 34 yai'ds. 

Yoredale Rochs. — The Voredale GnV makes a good ridge through 
Beet Plantation till it abuts against a fault near the tunnel on the 
High Peak railway ; it is thick bedded, but not very coarse. The 
outcrop of the same bed forms a steep ridge west of Thorns Clifl^, shows 
well in the brook above Fair Thorns, runs by Dove Head, and after 
being shifted by a small fault abuts against the Cumberland fault at 
Nield Lye. 

Beneath the Toredale Grit the Voredale Sandstones come out 
in the brook below Fair Thomas and in the Dove ; beyond these, to 
the east, a fault passing by Coldshaw throws in again the Yoredale 
Grit, and hence eastward this bed plays a very important part in the 
geology, covering the greater part of the country as far as Longnor. 
The beds are, upon the whole, flat, but roll considerably, and are often 
repeated by faults. A section across the country is given below (Fig. 
18, p. 58). 

Beyond this tract of Yoredale Beds the Mountain Limestone is 
brought up by a fault, ranging N.N. W., along the line of which the 
beds dip steeply to the west ; they soon, however, flatten, and in the 
Grin Hill quarries the dip has fallen off to 5**. 

It maybe as well here to mention that the boundary of the Mountain 
Limestone southwards by Longnor and Hartington must be either 
itself a fault or have a fault very near it, for the reasons given below. 
The steep westerly slope of Chrome HiU looks like the face of a fault, 

^ Wnm. intonHation kmdly fhrnislied by Mr. Ward, of Longton. 
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and where its line produced crosses the River Dove there is a sudden 
change of dip. The dips in the Dove south of Park Hill are very high, 
and in the lane by Glutton Mill the black shales are verticaL Again, 
the Yoredale Grit makes the top of a long steep ridge, running from 
the north-west of Longnor to the south-east, and the space between the 
base of the Grit and the limestone seems to be far too small to allow room 
for the remainder of the Yoredale group. And besides, in places, as at 
Ludwell Mill, Bank Top, and Hartington, the limestone close to its 
boundary has an easterly dip steep enough to carry it over the Yoredale 
shales on the west unless some fault ran between. We must not forget, 
however, that the fault may not be at the actual junction of the Lime- 
stone and Yoredale Rocks, but a little to the west of it : which we 
cannot say, but a fault there must be. 

On the north side the boundary of the limestone runs from the house 
called The Pecks west to Buxton, and does not seem to be itself a fault. 
Some fault, however, there must be between the limestone and the 
outcrop of the Yoredale Grit, for there is nothing like room for all the 
beds between them to crop^out. No evidence, however, could be found 
as to the place of this break, and it has therefore not been laid down on 
themapi 

The CSomberland fault, up to which the account has now been 
carried, is most clearly shown in the brook east of the farm-house of 
that name. North of The Hole it throws down a patch of the Second 
Grit ; in the brook east of this house the outcrop of the little coal on 
the top of the Third Grit is repeated by this fault. 

In the next brook the Quainford fault crosses the present one, and 
mach confusion follows. Evidence for the fault is still given by the 
way in which different grits are brought against one another ; it is 
well seen in the brook by Dun Cows, and at last seems to die out a 
little beyond the edge of the map. 

Three small patches of the Second Grit lie on the downthrow side 
of this fault, but the chief feature south of it is the fine range of the 
Third Grit. The coal above is present, and still keeps for some way 
the thickness of 4 feet 6 inches. A small patch of the same bed caps a 
hill east of Wilson Rocks, cut off on its south side by the Lower House 
Fault 

Between the Cumberland fault and Flash the Fourth and Fifth Grits 
are easily traced. The Fourth is a soft, coarse, red grit, and at the 
hill top at j^lash the joints and cracks in it are filled with Calc Spar. 

The Fifth is quarried near Parsonage, where it is a thick-bedded 
red sandstone. 

Below the outcrop of the lowest grit we have a good section in the 
Yoredale Beds along the brook from Fksh Bank ; it is as follows : 

1. Thick nndrtone. Yoredale Grit. 

2. Dark shales, with thinly bedded hard 1 

sandstones - - - • V Yoredale Sanditonee. 

3. BladL shales, with Ironstone. J 

Fault. 

4. Same as (2), repeated hj the fault. 

5. VcTf Uack shale, with mnestone nodules. 

Cumberland fault. 

The evidence for the Lower House fault, which was mentioned a 

little way hack, lies mainly in the way in which different grit beds 

abat a^nst one another along its line ; the measures too in the brook 

from FUsh Bottom become ver^' much broken on getting near the 

11559. 1^ 
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fknlt. This brook girea a good section of the measnre» below th^ 
Feather-edgo Coal, at the ontcrop of which we have 

Black shale. Goniatilet; Avicalo-peeten pt^pyraeeut. 

Gny shale- Lepidodendroti, 1 ft. 

Coal, veiy thin at the crop. 

Soft nnderclBf, ivitb Stigmaria rootlets, 8ft. 

EoughRock. 
To the east the First, Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Toredale Grits form 
clear ridges ; the last has become finer grained and more quartzose. 
The Second Grit is wanting, and we shall by and by see that on the 
other side of the trongh it has already thinned out. 

A little tract lying between the Cut Thorn fanlt and a fault that 
we will call the Crag and Gradbatch faolt, may now be conveniently 
described. 

The last-named fault breaks off the ridges of the different grit beds in 
a very marked way one quarter of a mile south-east of Little Hill End, 
and brings the Bough Bock on its south side against the Fonrth Grit 
on the north. It was worked up to in the coal pits on Groldsitch Moss. 
North of Green Hill's Colliery it brings the Third Grit against the 
Coal-measures, and from hence it either bends round suddenly to the 
north so as to run by Cr^ Hall, or is met by a north and south fault. 
Whichever is the case, the effect is such as would be produced by a 
fault bending in the somewhat unusual way drawn on the map. 

The tract is crossed by a fault running by the farm-house, Quainford, 
in a north and south line, which we may call the Quunford fault. 
From Quainford to Birchen Booth good evidence of fault is found in 
the River Dane. The sketch below shows probably the exact break. 

Fiff. 14. 
Section in tbe Biter Dane, above Love Lane Bsmas. 




Beds of fiagstone, nearly vertical, resting against horizontal beds 
vffiag stone and shale. 

Between the two houses just mentioned Lower Coal-measures on the 
cast abut against the ridges of the First, Second, and Third Grits, 
which ruu up to the fault from the west, and end off sliarply against its 
line. Traces of the fault are still found along the Dane, and in the 
brook east of Black Clough, and it seems at last to die out in a brook 
about one mile north of that house, where a little fault showed in tbe 
ahaJea above tbe Second Grit. 
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Xiittlo toote need now be said about this tract. Between the Cut 
Thorn, Qaainford, and Crag and Gradbateli faults lies a little basin 
showing the beds between the Third Grit and Lower Coal-measures. 
In the latter the Goldsitch seams have been worked at Robin's Clough, 
and a section has been given on p. 26. At Leech Hole were traces 
of old coal workings on the top of the Rough Rock, but no other signs 
of the Feather-edge Coal were found. 

The valley to the east of the Quainford Fault is occupied by Lower 
Coal-measures. The crops of some of the coals may be seen in the 
brooks from Flash Bottom and Far Brook : the dip is small and the 
beds roll considerably. The highest bed shown is a red sandstone 
which caps the hill west of Green Gutter Hill ; it is flaggy at 
bottom, but coarse and massive at the top. (See section on p. 26, 
where this bed is marked No. 1.) 



Next in order come the neighbourhood of Shutlingslow and the little 
Ooldffltch Coal-field. 

In the angle between the anticlinal and the Cut Thorn fault, lies a 
platean ibrmed of the thick massive bed of the Third Grit, deeply cut 
into hy the valley of Wild Boar Clough. Upon this plateau rests a 
long hill ranging north by east, along the flanks of which the Second 
Grit crops out, and the whole is crowned by the fine conical peak of 
Shutlingslow, capped by a little outlier of Rough Rock. A small 
anticlinal seems to run along the ridge, the beds on the east flank 
dippinf^ towards the east at about lO'', while the Rough Rock on 
the top dips west at 5°. This hill, though not quite the highest, is by 
far the most striking in the neighbourhood, and from some points of 
view its steep sides and sharply peaked top give it very much the look 
of a volcanic cone. The Fourth and Fifth Grits crop out to the north 
of the plateau formed by the Third ; the Fifth may be seen at Higher 
Hollin Tongue, and in the brook where it abuts against the Cut Thorn 
fiftnlt. It is a thick-bedded, soft, red sandstone. 



We now pass to the Goldsitch Coal-field^ throughout which the 
beds Ue with the most perfect regularity in the form of a long trough, 
broken off on the north by the Crag and Gradbatch fault. On each 
side of the central valley, which is occupied by Lower Coal-measures, 
the massive gritstones slope up the hill sides in broad sheets of heather- 
dad rock, ending at top in rugged crags, with the broken ends of the 
beds sticking boldly out into the air. The synclinal arrangement of the 
strata is thus shown as clearly as in a model, and perhaps it would be 
difficult to find a place where the shape of the ground points out so un- 
mistakeably the geological structure of the country. For this reason 
the little coal basin, though of small commercial value, is of great 
interest to the geologist. 

To pass to details : a general section of the measures has been already 
given ; they are beautifully shown in the brook between Wetstono Hole 
and Goldsitch Houses (see Fig. 15). We will begin with the lower 
beds: — The Fifth Grit may be easily traced from Dane Bridge round the 
trough to the Crag and Grandbatch fault ; it is quarried near Roach 
Gkite and at Bramcott, and shows as a fine red sandstone. The line of 
the Fourth Grit is also for the most part clear ; in quarries above 
Pheasant Clough it is a massive, close-grained, hard, red grit, and it 
keeps pretty much this character as far as its outcrop below The 
Bodks, but hence northward it seems to become thinner, and about 
Wetstone Hole was scarcely, if at all, traceable. 



i^ 2 



The Third Grit forma a clenr unbroken ridge, often, as at The 
Roachea* and The Roeks, with a splendid escarpment ; fine sectionB are 
given by the River Dane, and the brook running through Gradbatch 
Wood. A little to the south of Castle Cliff Rocks is a very curious 
chasm in this rock, known as Ludchurch. It is a rent running through 
the solid grit, in the line of strike, for about 100 yards, from 30 to 40 
feet deep, and with a breadth of from 6 to 10 feet : the walls are vertical 
or overhanging, and it gives the idea that the front of the hill has parted 
bodily from the main mass, and slipped a little forward, leaving this 
fissure along the line of fracture. 

A line of the Second Grit runs through Berry Bank End up to the 
flutiolinaJ fault. The rock is next seen in the TsUey of Folly Grove 
Mill, where it must be close on 100 feet tliick ; hence its outcrop may 
be traced by the shape of the ground to the River Dane near Slonyway 
Head ; hut in the section there given the rock has fallen off very much, 
showing as a mixture of shale and flagstone 30 or 40 feet thick ; I>eyond 
this we soon lose all traces of the bed, though a few feet of flagstone 
found between the third Grit and the Rough Rock, near Rock Hall, 
would seem to be ita last feeble representative. This is the first instance 
we have come to of a Grit bed dying out altogether ; other cases will 
occur as we go farther south. 

Within the ridge formed by the third Grit, ike Sough Rock runs in 
a somewhat lower, but well marked and unbroken, range. The bed has 
for the most part its usual soft crumbly nature. 

TAe/'eafAej'-erfj'eCodi has been worked at Green Hill's Colliery, where 
it was found to be 6 foet thick, and a line of crop workings may be 
traced for about one quarter of a mile to the nortU-wost. Between here 
and Shaw Houses the crop is nowhere seen, but there is a black 
Goniatite shale in the brook below Goldsitch HouBoa, juat whore the 
crop should bo (Fig. 15, 6 n). The miners say that in aorae places 
where the coal was sought, they found the fioor and roof, but the coal 
was absent. This bed has also been worked from Shaw Houses by 
Blue Hills to Hazlebarrow, from which house northwards to the Crag 
and Gradbatch Fault no trace of the crop was seen. 

Above the Feather-edge Coal come black shales with beds of flagstone 
(No. 6 in Fig. 16) ; they were found in a sinking at Blue Hills, for a 
section of which I am indebted to Mr. Sykes, of Leek, to be 90 yards 
thick. 

Above these lies a thick sandstone (No. 7 iu Fig. 15), which seems 
to be the fVoodhead Hill Rock of Mr. Binney ; at Blue Hills, 20 yards 
of it wore sunk through without reaching the bottom. The outcrop of 
tho rock makes a clear feature round the greater part of the trough, and 
a knoll of it at the south end, at the " turn of the beds," forms a point 
on the watershed between the Mersey and the Trent (see ante, p. 13). 



• The foUoTving quaint extract from Ihe " Compleat nistory of Slaflbrdebire," 
pabliahedin 1730, a amasiag. I am indebted for it to Mr. Thomaa Wordlc. of I.eek. 
" Here are also TBst Bocka, wbioh Bnrprizc with Admiration, called tbe Henchuda 
and Leek ffoches. They are of so pWt a Height, and »ffofd ench etapendoas 
Proflpect'i, that one could hardly believe Ihey were anywhere to be fonnd hut id 
Picture. They are so bwe. that they have no Turf upon them, nor indeed any Enrtli 
to prodnce it i which, whether ihey were so from the Creation, or were uncovered 
by the general Flood, or washed clean by Rain, it is not possible to account for, 
nnleas we soppose the Turf being taken off to burn (as is osuat in this Country), Ihig 
latter should carry off the Mould, and leave them bare : but as rocky as they appear, 
they certainly grow bigger, as have been made evident to Demonitratioa by Billets, 
Peeble-slones, yea, a Man's Sltnll fonnd in them." 
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Oil this sandstone lies a mixture of coal unil black shale, known as 
the Bansy Seam (No. 8 in Fig. 15) ; its outcrop is well shown below 
Goldsitcb Houses. 

Above lies the Goldsitch series of shales and Bandstones, with thin 
coals, of which a section has been given on p. 26. The outcrop of the 
Conuel seam may be seen in the brook by Goldsitch Houses, Fig. 15 ; 
but no good natural section of the whole group exista. I suspect that 
the thicknesses given by the miners are greatly exafigerated. In a pit 
a quarter of a mile E.N.E. of Little Hill End, the Silvef Seam was 
reached at a depth of 47 yards, which would give about 700 feet of 
Lower Coal-measures at that spot, and, as the upper part of the division 
is not there present, the total thickness would, according to the coUiei's' 
account, be at least 100 feet more. 

Faults. — A fault, with a downthrow to the north of 50 yards, runs 
through the words " Sniddle Head ;" it was proved in the workings at 
Goldsitch Moss. 

A fault running N. and S. by Blue Hills was proved iu the old work- 
ings ; it throws down four yards to the east ; it may, perhaps, be the 
same as is seen in the brook above Goldsitch Houses, Fig, 15. 

On the west, south, and east of the belt of Millstone Grit which runs 
round the Goldsitch Coal-field, is a large ti-act of Toredale Rocks, much 
broken by faults and rolls, in spite of which, however, a general basin- 
shaped arraugement of the rocks can be traced. 

Yoredale Grit. — On the east side of the Goldsitch Trough this bed 
runs by Morridge Top to Bareleg, where it is hard and quartzose, and 
hence to Dry Stones, where it is a coarse quartzose conglomerate : hence 
it may bo traced to Swansmoor, but between that house and Blackshaw 
Moor Farm no signs of it were found : from the latter house it may be 
clearly traced as far as ThornclifF, where we again lose sight of it for & 
while ; but a sandstone which forms a marked ridge in the map to 
the south (72 N.W.) from Steel House to Over Bradnop, where it is 
cut off by a cross fault, may perhaps represent the hod.* 

On the west side of the trough the traces of this bed are equally 
fragmentary i its outcrop from Swithamley Park to Bank Top is clem- 
enough, but from this point southwards for three miles I failed to find 
the least sign of its presence. At the toll gate one mile Jrom Leek, on 
the Buxton road, is a sandstone, which may be the Yoredale Gnt ; it 
runs byKniveden, up to the cross fault just mentioned.* To the south 
of this fault we find no representative of the Toredale Grit, and ifa 
irregularity may be due to the fact that it is here just dying out. On 
the west of the Anticlinal fault we shall see presently that it disappears 
a little to the south-west of Macclestield, 



Below the western outcrop of the Toredale Grit lies the Meerbrook 
Vallet/, probably occupied by shales dipping at a low angle to the east, 
but few sections cut down to them through the Drift. The following 
are worth notice : — In the brook about 10 chains south-west of Old 
Smithy, Gonialites, Aeiculopecten papyraceus, and Calamitea were 
found in black shale. In the brook immediately to the east of New 
Orange, Plants, Gonialites, Aviculopecten papyraceus, and Modtola 



* Tlic powibiliq- that this bed may represeal the Yoredale Grit deserves menlion- 
tnf;. The point is, bow<iver, doubtful, aiid the suidstoiie Los tUere&ro not bvea 
coloured as Yoredale Grit on llie Maps : it mny belong to the Yoredale BaadstoaoB, 
whi'ob it is not uoUke in look. 
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occurred in black shales underlying fl bed of concretionary earthy lime- 
stone, anil the same foHsila were found by Mr. R. Gibbs at the foot 
of the Titteraworth Reservoir. A limestone bed mny be seen in black 
shnles in the brook wast of The Mai'sh. These beds would seqm to lie 
botweea the Yoredale Gril and the Yoredale Sandstones of Guu Hill, 
and it is partly on the Btrength of theee sections that tlie sliiileB 1 c. in the 
section on ji. 17 are described ns perhaps holding a few thin lime- 
stones. 



On the west of fhe Meerbrook Valley thero rises to a height of about 
1,000 foct above the sea the long anticlinal dome of Gun Hill. It is 
mode up of Yoredale Sandstones, in places hardened, perhaps by pres- 
sure, into a close-grained aemi-ciystidlina quartz rock, which is lai^ely 
quarried for road metal. On the east side of the hill the dip averngea 
20° to the east, at its south end the beds are seen dipping at about the 
same angle to the east, south, and west ; while along the west flank 
they roll over, aud where near the Anticlinal Fault plunge down at 45° 
or 5ff to the west, 

Thin-bedded, hard, red sandstones crop in the lane north of The Fould, 
where they are broken by a fault ; the beds and fault shown iu the 
brook S.W. of Haddou ai-e most likely the same. In the centre of the 
hill is a thin-bedded, rather coai-se grit. The hard quartz rocks may lie 
weU seen iu the beautiful section at Gun Stonepits, a sketch of which 
in given beiow, taken in one of the quarries on Uie crest of the saddle. 
It shows the actual turn of the beds, the gentle slope to the east, ancl 
t&e steeper dip to the west, 

Fig. 16. 

SitErcii Of Gun Sn 




Between the sandstone beds, many of which are well ripple -marked, 
lie thin aiiale partings. Calamiles and other plants are common. The 
rock shows marks of having imdergone great violence ; it is shattered 
throughout by countless little cracks. The beds have slipped upon one 
another, and along vertical joints parallel to the dip, marking both 
these and the planes of bedding witli sliekenside. 

Mr. Hodgkineon, of Newcastle-under-Lyme, who made a boring at 
a point where the beds are flat, has kindly fumishcd mo with the 
i'oUowing section of it. 
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Grey metal 
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l''iiie sand rock 


Grey metal 
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Very hard aandatone 
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Coarse grit, with pebble 
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A hitl on the east of North Hill'i; Wood, near Leek, is probably made 
up of Yui'edale Sitndatouea : from iLu £av/ ilipei that CDuld bo seea it 
eeemed that the airaugtment of tho beds was doine-Hhaped. 



We now paas to the eastern side of the Goldsitch Trough, A fault 
leaves the Cumberland Fault at Dun Cow, running southwards to Sunny 
Dale, where it seems to branch into two, one bearing to the west and 
the other to tho oast of south : these wo will call the East and West 
Mixon faulta respectively. 

Between the outcrop of the Yoredalo Grit and the West Mixon 
Faults, the Yoredale Sandstones come out, and some of the deeper 
brooks cut down to the black shales and thin limestones of the bottom 
Yoredale group. The streams and quarries give plenty of good 
ttections. 

The West Mixon Fault ends off against a fault ranging along the 
west flank of Morridgc towards Bluckshaw Farm, which may be ealled 
tlie Morridgo Fault. In the space between the eastern outcrop of the 
Yorednle Grit, the Momdge Fault, and the cast and west fault already 
mentioned through Over Bradnop, the Yoredale Sandstones occupy the 
whole ground, and in them we find a bed of very coarse massive con- 
glomerate. An oast and west section aci'oss Morridge, taken a little 
beyond tho southern edge of 81 S.W, shows un : 

Sandstone, perhaps Yoredale Grit (runs through 1 

Steel House in Map 12 N.W., see note to p. 54) I Upper Group. 

Shalea • - - - - - I 

Coarse quartsose conglomei'ate - - -~) 

Shalea j 

Hard, fine, thiU'bedded sandstouea 

Black shales, broken by Morridge I'ault - - >Middle Group. 

Fine, thin-bedded sandstones : a band of good 
Imilding stone, here and there a fine conglome- 
rate, at the bottom - - - -J 

Black shales, with ironstone and thin limestones ] , . r, 
.tth, bottom J-Lom.tGroup. 

The Kast Mixon Fault is well shown in the brooks which it croBEes 
till near Upper Elkstone (in 81 S.E.), where it seems to die out. 

The ground between the two Mixon Faults U occupied by beds of 
3Iiddlc and Lower Yoredale Groups, often enormously coutorted. 




In the black ehales, with interbedded limestones, near the farm-honae. 
Folly, were large Goniatitea, one foot across, filled with soft, putty-like 
clay. They were too imperfect to allow of the species being determined. 

To the south, as the faults get farther apart, the heds between be- 
come less and less disturbed, and at last eoein to fall into a regular 
saddle, in the middle of which a little patch of tlie Mounlatn Limestone 
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comes up at Mixon. This seems 
to be a long oval-shaped dome, 
reaching from about New York to 
the reservoir below Lower Acre, 
broken into a large number of an- 
ticlinals and synclinals, or ^^ trough 
and hackle," to use the local term, 
with their axes ranging N.N.W. 
nearly. 

Mineral lodes,i which were for- 
merly worked for copper, run 
along the crests of the ridges, and 
are crossed by a set of east and 
west veins, which break through 
and slightly "heave" the north 
and south lodes* Among the rub- 
bish heaps of the <dd mine I found 
calc spar^fluor spar^ copper py- 
rites, green carbonate of copper, 
galena, and a little blende. It 
would be impossible on so small 
a map to give any idea of the many 
folds in the rock, or to lay down 
with any accuracy the irregulari- 
ties they must cause in the boun- 
dary line of the limestone,* 

Around the main mass of the 
limestone we cross, as we ascend 
the hill, the outcrop of the lowest 
Yoredale group ; 8<Nne of the thin 
limestones are pure and crystalline, 
with fossils, and others Imve what 
look like impressions of fucoids on 
their surface. Higher up these 
beds are covered by the Yoredale 
Sandstones : the following order 
may be noticed : 

Black shales and thin sandstones, 
some beds of the Utter towaids 
the bottom lime-oemented, and 
full of broken shdls and en- 
crinites. 

Black shales and thin limestones. 

Mountain Limestone. 

The gradual introduction of car- 

l>onate of lime, first ac a cement 

_ to the sandstones, then in thin 

e beds, mostly earthv, with shales 

J'^ I Wtweon, and lastly in the pure 

J ^ ^ solid mass of the Mountain lime- 

• -'I ^^ I SI one, is worth atxmding to. 

♦•" ^* "^ "jS 

w'l^*^ * I CMiIdhe«r«fBo^roi^in£p3aiiaaf 
^ "f s H< S th^ old sdnerv and irlnA fiQfe 



• • • .^^ 



o 

a 

I 



c 






S ^ ^ii^ lmaiia|!edi»|>c<>ira!ifick«liyft«B 
**'^^«^ oM miwr on Ae fsinai. 1" 
^ n c^ Wi «& iodrs w^ dsawa la W Ifr, Wj 
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Beyond the East Mixon Fault we find mostlj the black shales and 
thin limestones of the lowest Yoredale group : these, however, soon 
dip below the Yoredale Sandstones, and these are again in turn 
covered up by the Yoredale Grit, which, as before mentioned, spreads 
over a great part of the country as far as Longnor. The succession is 
well shown in the brook running from High Ash to Longnor, and 
will be understood from the woodcut on preceding page. Fig. 18. 

Farther south the shales and limestones are seen between Fleet 
Green* and Upper Elkstone* ; the Yoredale Sandstones form the 
ridges of Lady Edge* and Lum Edge ;* and a band of the Yoredale 
Grit runs through Newtown ;* while a patch of sandstone west of 
Booseley Grange* perhaps belongs to the Fifth Millstone Grit. 

The beds last described are cut off by a fault on the east, which 
seems to pass into the anticlinal that brings up the Mountain Lime- 
stone at Butterton.* The fault bounding the Mountain Limestone of 
Ecton* on the east can be traced as far as Brund,* and most likely 
runs on to Longnor.* Over ihe ground between these faults wo have 
few sections ; but on the high grounds, as Eavage Top,* Yoredale 
Sandstones are found, and beds belonging, perhaps, to the lowest 
Yoredale group crop in the valley. 

Between the fault last mentioned and the main body of the Mountain 
Xiimestone, lies the Millstone Grit outlier of Sheen Hilly which falls 
next to be described. From the north of Longnor* towards Hartiugton* 
the River Dove runs nearly along the junction of the Mountain Lime- 
stone with the overlying shales ; on the west side of the valley the 
^ound rises very steeply, and the top of the ridge is capped by the 
Yoredale Grit, upon which rests the outlier just mentioned, showing 
the following l>eds : 

^^hS"* ' " "**^' ^"^^ '* ^^^ *°^ "i} ™'-''' <"■ ^"'"^'^ «"■'• 

Shales, ironstained at the bottom. 
Fine, hard, whitish grit, weathering red ; \ j^^„^,x />., 
forms the flanks of Sheen HiU. - ^ ^ J^ourt/i Unt. 

Shales. 

Fine yellow sandstone, lying in a broad 1 ^^j^ q^ 

shaUow basin. - - - - J "^ 

Shales. 
Yoredale Grit. 

It is on the strength of this section that the Longnor Sandstone is 
taken to be the Yoredale Grit, and the necessity for some fault 
between its outcrop and the Mountain Limestones inferred, see p. 49. 

We now have carried our account as far as the southern edge of 
map 81, and next come to another large tract of Yoredale Rocks lying 
in maps 72 N.W. and 72 N.E., north of the Cheadle Coal-field. 

Little more can be said of this country than that it is so excessively 
broken by faults that next to nothing can be made of it. The synclinal 
arrangement which we have hitherto been able to trace along the 
whole of the Goyt Trough is very faint and irregular, and were it 
not that it reappears so clearly in the Cheadle Coal-field, we should be 
disposed to end off* the Goyt Trough on the south hereabouts. The 
greater part of the country is occupied by the Yoredale Sandstones ; 
. a coarse conglomerate, like that already mentioned on the fianks of 
Morridge, is seen at Sharpcliff* and at other points on the same ridge to 



* These places are in Map 81 S.£. 
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the eoulli-eaot,' The liluck shales sud thin limestones of the lowest 
Toredale Group are beautifully shown iu the river Hainpe, alonj* 
whose Talle/ a fault or very tJiarp anticlinal eeems to ruu. Beds of 
bkck calcareous sbale^ witk large limestone bullions, crop in the 
Coombes Valley, three miles S.S.E. of Leek, by the " S." of Spirit 
Holes Wood : they -were pointed out to me by Mr. Wardle, who has 
obt^ned mauy fosiiils from theiu.')' Au attempt bus been made to lay 
down some of the main faults, but the lines only claim to bo very 
rough approximatious. 

Between the anticlinal fault at W'etley Hoi'ks and the River Chnmci 
is a small triangular patch of Yoredale Sandstones. This I only 
notice here, as it has Iwen largely explored by boring and Einking 
for the Froghall Ironatone ! Large sums of money have thus been 
fruitlessly spent under the direction of "practical men," where the 
smiillest tittle of geological knowledge would have at once shown tirn 
attempt to be hopeless. 

MilUtoiie Grit of the Cheadle Coul-_field.—'Vfv have now nearly 
rcscbed the line along which the Carboniferous liocks are covered up 
by the New Red Sandstone of central England, and fiud the synclinal 
form of the Goyt Trough, which had been for a time hidden and 
confused by the faulted nature of the beds, reappearing very clearly 
in the shallow basin of the Cheadle Coal-field. Li the belt of Millstuuo 
Grit that runs round this hollow we have only two beds left of the 
thick group wo started with on the north. They are the representa- 
tives of the Rough Rock and Third Grit, and with the shales between 
do not reach a thickuesa of more than 300 or 400 feet. They have 
for the moat part become finer nnd softer, though the Third (irit 
keeps here and there a certain massiveness of structure to the laat. 
We will now mark out their line of outcrop, starting from the west. 
The Rough Rock is clearly traceable from Stansmoi-e Hall round the 
edge of the Coal-measurefl to Moss Lee. The line of the Third Grit 
till we get to Smithy Sprink is very doubtful ; a thui bed of coarae 
led grit was seen behind Wetley Mooi- Fanu-houso, hut this was the 
only section I could light upon, and I am by no means sure that the 
lied does not thiu awiiy altogether u little to the south of this. From 
Smithy Sprink to Moas Lee the Third Grit runs with a veiy clear 
escarpment. 

Hence the two beds can be followed with more or less certaiaty to 
the eastern boundary fault of the Coal-field. Along the east side of the 
fault running by Belmont Chapel the Third Grit makes a very fine 
cliff, most likely marking the faee of the fault : the rock is very ttiick- 
bedded, aud stands up iu striking columnar masses. 

A little patch of Uough Rock i^ brought up by faults in the bed of 
the Chumet at Hozles Wood. 

Ou the east of the boundary fault of the Coal-field arc three outliers 
of the Third Grit, via., at Hope Stone, a little patch capping the hill 
to the south, and a larger oue at Foxt. 

On the south aide of Shirley Hollow the third hod again crops out 
with a splendid escarpment in Harston Wood, while above we have 
the Rough Rock. A little coal has been worked in the shales betweeu. 
Tiiese lines of grit are cut off by a fault through Oldridge and 
Whiston. Then follows a belt which is very obscure, with the 
exception of the patch of the Third Grit thrown down by a Uttlo 
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fault at Gurston Bocks* About Monystone, however, the Rough Rock 
b^ns again to make a clear escarpment, and may be easily followed 
till it is covered up by the Pebble Beds of the New Red Sandstone at 
Oakamoor ; the line of the Third is equally good, especially its 
fine escarpment in Star Wood. The dip being small, a long spur of 
this bed runs out between Oakamoor and Cotton, upon which stands 
Beelow Hill, capped at the top by a little outlijBr of Rough Rock. 

For an account of the Iron Ore of Froghall and the Coal-measures 
of the Gheadle Coal-field, see " The Iron Ores of Great Britain " (Mems. 
of GeoL Survey), Part IV., p. 277 ; and a paper by Mr. E. W. Binney, 
Mems. of Lit. and Phil. Soc. of Manchester, vol. xii. p. 34. 



Milhtone Grit of Combs Moss, — To avoid breaking in upon the 
account of the Goyt Trough, we have passed over this outlier, but will 
BOW retrace our steps, and take it in hand. Everyone who has been at 
Buxton, or has cast a glance at the Ordnance map of the neighbourhood, 
will have noticed a large fiat-topped hill to the north of the town, which 
goes W the name of Combs Moss. It stands in the middle of a shallow 
basiii, bounded on all sides by faults. On the east is the fault forming 
the boundary of the Mountain Limestone ; on the north a fault ranging 
2i<n*th-east runs near Chapel-en-le-Frith ; on the west a large fault runs 
west of south through Cock Yard ; while on the south the area is 
bounded by the fault which has been already mentioned as most likely 
running north of the limestone boundary between The Plecks and 
Buxton. In the centre of this area is the elevated plateau of Combs 
Moss, formed of the Third Grit. At the top lies a hummock of shales, 
and the little coal at the junction has formerly been worked.* The 
outcrop is seen in one of the brooks on the east flank, which gives the 
section below : 

ft. in. 

Black shale. 

Coal. - . - . - . . 10 

Light grey underclay, with lumps of raddle. - •20 

Third Grit. 

Bound the flanks of the hill run the outcrops of two grit beds, the 
Fourth and Fifth Grits, representing the Kinder Scout Grit. The 
upper is mostly a coarse red grit, the lower not so coarse and 
fia^y. They make a fair feature, but they are much thinner, and 
vastly less striking, than the rock to the north, of which they are the 
equivalents. Below these is found the Yoredale Grit, a fine-grained 
brown sandstone. 

A fine view of this hill may be seen from near Chinley Head. A 
broad valley stretches to the south, occupied by the shales lying 
between the Kinder Scout and Third Grits, the former of which rises 
into a range of hills on the east, while on the west runs the r-idge of 
Cracken Edge, crowned by bold cliffs of the latter. At its far end 
the valley is closed in by Combs Moss, the Third Grit at the top of 
which stands out most beautifully, and ends off* sharply in a line of 
crags, broken here and there by large landslips, while below we may 



♦ This has been noticed by Farey (History of Derbyshire, p. 170), but he has very 
natarally fallen into the mistake of identifying the grit of Combs Moss with the bed 
that caps the High Peak. They have this in common, that each is the lowest coarse 
grit in its neighlKDorhood ; for the Kinder Scont Grit, even in this short distance, has 
nllen off so much that, without tracing careftdly step by step its thinning out, no one 
would believe that the two sandstone beds on the fianka o£CoTx:Cb%l&Q«a CJoraM^X^ ^^ 
TtpreBentativeB of the Btnking mass of rock on Kmder ^OMt. 
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trace three fainter lines of cli£^ marking tlie outcrops of the Fourth, 
Fifth, and Yoredale Grits. 



New Red Sandstone Outlier ofLeeh. 

Before passing to the measures on the west of the Anticlinal Fault, 
a word may be said on the outlier of Pebble Beds in the middle of 
which Leek stands.* It is a long narrow strip running along the vallej 
of the Chumet from Pack Saddle Hollow on the north to Hill's Wood| 
on the south* I only know of one section where the junction with the 
underlying Carboniferous rocks is shown, but that clearly proves that 
the New Red Sandstone conglomerates have filled in a hollow in the 
older rocks. This section, a sketch of which is given below, is made 
by a road-cutting south of Moss Lee Mill,! three miles and a half 
S. by E. of Leek ; it was pointed out to me by Mr. Wardle. 

Fig. 19. 

Section showing the Junction op the Pebble Beds with 
Caeboniferous Rocks. South op Leek. 

a, h. c. 




a. Hard, white sandstone. • . > - Yoredale Sandstones. 

*■ Sjl^^^hil^^^/rV!!?!/*"?? '*°''..vl Pebble Beds of New Bed 
c. Soft, mottled, false-bedded sandstone, with J- « dstone 

quartz pebbles. J 

There is another little outlier of these beds on the hill east of Ash- 
combe Wood ;'f the rock may be seen in an old lane between Basford 
Bridge Farmf and Felt House.f 

U. The Country between the Anticlinal and the Red Rock Faults. 

We have here to take in hand, first, the Coal tract between Hyde^ 
Poynfon, and Macclesfield, Its general structure has been already 
described (p. 12), and the nature of its measures given on pp. 28-30. 

At its northern end the space between the two faults just men- 
tioned is mainly occupied by Coal-measures, though patches of Mill- 
stone Grit are thrown up by cross faults. Further to the south the 
Anticlinal Fault makes a bend to the east, and allows room for a belt 
of Millstone Grit to come in between it and the Coal-measures. From 
Disley westward the dip is steadily west, and we cross the full series of 
the Lower Coal-measures, which form the hilly tract of Lyme Park, 
and then reach the Poynton Coal-field, an account of the measures of 
which will be found on p. 30. 

So far the strike of the beds has been upon the whole north and 
south, but about three miles to the south of Rainow the outcrops begin 
to bend round to the west, and we reach the southern end of the long, 
narrow, half basin of Carboniferous Rocks we have been describing. 
The Fourth and Fifth Grits have passed into fine sandstones, but are 
still clearly traceable ; they are both quarried about Pygreave, east of 
Macclesfield, and in the lower bed are some curious concretions, of 
which a sketch is given on the following page. 



* Horizontal Section of Geological Survey, Sheet 42, crosses this outlier, the 
Moatberu part of which was mapped by Mr. Hull. 
fIaMapT2N.W. 
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Concretions in the Fimi Grit, in n qimny a quarter of a mile 
N. by E. of Langk'y Hall. 




II. Sandy Bhale, with thin bands of stone. 

i. Concrelionary sandBtone. 

c. Hard, fine-grained sandstone, very evenly bedded. 

Large nodule about S5 feet long. 

The fonrth bed is ftlso veiy largely ([uarrieJ at Windaway Head, 

An outlier of saudstoue, which most likely belongs to the Fifth Grit, 
lies on the hill top between Dirty Gate and Forest Chapel. 

The Third Grit is beat seen in the large quarries on T^g'a Nose ; 
it IB there a eloBe-graiued, hai'd, red grit, making ao excellent bnildiiig 
atone. Tlie little coal on the top of this bed has been worked near 
Kainow,* where it is 10 inches thick, and on tlie south of Blakelow 
Stoop. 

The Second Grit and Bough Rock could for the most part be traced 
with accuracy ; the former has a fine escarpment at The Oaks, and may 
be seen in quaiTies near One House and Bull Hill ; the Kough Kock 
will be best seen in a quarry at Eulow Knob. The brook running from 
Lamin Load to the mill at Rainow gives a good section of the Millstone 
series. 

We now come to the Coal-measures, of which a general eection haa 
been already given on p. 23. There are two main faults ; the one, 
which we will call the Kerridge fault, ranges from BolUugton along 
the west Hide of KeiTidge, past One House, where it ia seen in the brook, 
and through Tegg'a Nose Farm, where it brings about a sudden change 
in the strike of the beds ; it will he seen by and by that this fault 
can he traced south to Eadderley Edge, on the borders of the Pottery 
Coal-field. The other, which may be called the Hurdsfield fault, 
branches from the Red Rock fault at the "s" of the word Hurdsficid, 
and runs south. Other small faults have been drawn from inibrmation 
given by Mr. Gieorge Needham and Mr. J. Vare of Rainow. 

* The crop was seen in the brook west of Billinge Head, where we have 
ft. in, 
Orey shale. 

Coal - - - 1 

Claj - * - 1 G 

Grey ahale ■ - 3 6 

Third Grit. 
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Between the Bed Bock and the Hordsfield faults the ground is mndi 
hidden bj Boulder Claj. It will be seen that the oaterops of the grit 
beds on the sooth do not ron np to the Bed Bock fanlt, bat are cot c^T 
hj a branch fracture : its exact line is not rerj certain, bat the beds in 
the angle between it and the Bed Bock fkolt haTe been prored bj old 
workings to be Coal-measares. 

Between the Hnrdsfield and the Kerndge fiudts the eoals haTe been 
largelj worked ; in the coal-pits at Segkj the ^ Greal Snmt ** was 
40 jards deep* In a pit at the <^ s " of the word Hmdafidd, the ''first 
seam'* was 40 jards deep, and at the first ''k* of Blad^ Brook die 
same seam was reached at a depth of 54 yards.* To the east the 
ground rises rapidlj, and the hills are capped by a thick mass of sand- 
stone and shale, the equiTalent of the Kerndge Bock. Some of die 
beds are verj coarse. The sandstone is cut off on the east bj a fault 
through Clifiy which throws up the coal seams underneath very dose to 
the surfiu^ ; on the east of the line we accordingly find the ground 
thickly covered with old coal-pits, while on the west are sandstone 
quarries, and this enables us to trace the fault with great ease ; it is 
also seen in the lane by Cliff, and in a cutting where it crosses the 
Buxton road. A section across this country is given in Fig. 21. 

Section acboss the Lower Ck)AL Measures East op HnRi>SFiEU>. 

W.S.W, B.N.B. 

H. 1. C. 1. M. 4. 5. 




1. Sandstone and shale, equivalent of 

ihe Kerndge Rock. 

2. Great Smnt CoaL 

3. Middle Sweet seam. 

4. Bongh Bock. 

5. Second Grit. 

a. Hnrdsfield Fanlt. 



b. Fanlt 

c. Cliff Fanlt 

(/. Kerndge Fanlt 
H. Hnrdsfield Colliery. 
C. Cliff: 
M. Marsh. 



The Big Mine (Feather-edge Coal) is worked on Eddisbury Hill, it 
is from four to six feet thick, but only fit for brick-kilns or lime burn- 
ing : in a pit just above the " r " of Eddisbury, it lies 69 yards deep. 

To the east of the Kerridge Fault is the ridge of the same name, 
capped by a thick outlier of sandstone with shale partings.| The sand- 
stones are largely quarried, yielding excellent flags and building stone ; 
some beds are very coarse ; and at the top of the hill is a conglomerate 
with quartz pebbles. A small fault runs along the west side of the 
hill, throwing down 12 yards on the west. 

The little coals have been sunk to on the west of the hill : at a pit 
one-eighth of a mile north of Wood End the *^ first seam ** was reached 
at 90 yards, and the <^ second" at 104. On the east of the hill a 
tunnel has been driven from near the outcrop to work the coals. A 
section across Kerridge is given in the next page. 



* From these data the probable erops of the seams have been laid down on the 
Hap from calcnlation. 
f Bee tbe second note on p. 23. 
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Fig. 22. 
Sketch Section across Kerridge. 




a. Kerridge Rock. 

b. Great Smut Coal. 

c. iBt, 2nd, 3rd, and 4tli Coals. 

d. Sandstone. Woodhead Hill Rock. 



e. Rough Rock. 
T, Tunnel. 
S. Shafts. 
X Kerridge Fault. 



Yoredale Rocks, — In the northern half of the country now under 

consideration the Millstone Grit abuts against the Anticlinal Fault on 

it« west side, leaving no room for the underlying beds to come out. 

Souih of Whitesides, however, the Yoredale Rocks show between the 

outcrop of the Fifth Grit and the Anticlinal Fault. The chief feature 

18 mode by the Yoredale Grit, which rises at first with a steep dip, but 

soon rolls over, and lying nearly flat, covers the hill top in one place for 

the breadth of nearly a mile. It may be seen in many quanues by the 

Macclesfield and Buxton road. The same bed crops about Ridge Gate, 

and in the banks of the highest of the reservoirs of the Macclesfield 

Waterworks, but it is not easily traceable. This is the last that we 

see of the Yoredale Grit on the west side of the Anticlinal Fault. 



The long shallow trough, to which we have given the name of the 
Rudyerd Basing may be next described. 

It begins on the north to the west of Shutlingslow, and reaches on 
the south as far as the little coal-field of Wetley and ShafFerlong. In 
the northern half the Anticlinal Fault runs along the centre of the 
trough, and only allows its western half to show at the surface ; but 
from Bushton southwards, as the axis of the hollow bends away to the 
west, the true basin form is found, the rocks rising and cropping on 
each side to the west and east respectively. 

North of the River Dane we have the three lowest grits, lying nearly 
flat in the middle of the trough, but rising sharply towards the western 
edge. A fault, which is well shown in the brook, north of the " h " of 
Oaken Clough, prevents these beds from running up to the Anticlinal 
Fault, and throws up between a wedge of Yoredale Rocks. 

The Fourth and Fifth Grits have pretty much the same fine flaggy 
character as about Macclesfield, but the former becomes coarse here 
and there. The Third Grit is still coarse and massive, though in the 
outlier at Hammer ton, if it really belong to this bed, the rock is much 
flner and more crumbly. 

South of the River Dane the four arms of the Fifth Grit, which have 
been laid down on the map meeting in a patch of the rock at Toft 
House, are somewhat doubtful ; but after a good deal of labour, this 
seemed to me the most likely arrangement of the rock. 

We have now reached the tract of Gritstone in the middle of which 
lies the pretty reservoir of Rudyerd. These beds seem to be bounded on 
the west by a fault, which is seen in the brook neai* Barns Lee, and 
-which seems to cut off the ridges formed by the outcrops of the Fourth 
Grit south of that farm and at Birch Trees : its further comv«»^ \& 
11559. 



1E» 
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doubtful, but it seems to bend to the soutb-weat, and again to cut off tbc 
Fourth Grit at Dun wood,* One reason for drawing it thus is that 
wbile the beds on one side of the line bave a gentle easterly dip, we find 
on the other side steep dips to tbe west. 

Between this and tbe Anticlinal Fault the beds lie in a double trough, 
the axis of one bollow running nearly along the Congleton and Maccles- 
field road, and the line of tbe other hollow ranging in a direction nearly 
parallel through Bircb Trees. 

Tho Fourth Grit bas here somewhat recovered its character ; in the 
railway cutting north of Horton station, where the beds are nmch 
tossed about, it is a hard, close-grained, red grit, very much like that 
quarried below tbe Roaches (see p. 51) : in Raecliff Wood tho rock la 
very ooarso, but about Horton soft and crumbly. 

As already mentioned, the Foui-tb Grit is cut off by n fault on tbe 
west of the basin, on the east side it may bo followed to Hollin Hay 
Wood,* where it is of small thickness ; here it is covered up by Allu- 
vium and New Red Sandstone ; but it never reappears to the south of 
this point, the Third Grit being everywhere succeeded below by the 
Toredale Sandstones. Here then we bave reached a point where the 
thick massive grit of Kinder Scout and Hayfield, wbioli reaches in the 
north a thickness of 800 or 1,000 feet, dies out altogether. 

The Third Grit, of which there are two outliers, still keeps very 
coarse, and is here and there a conglomerate. 

There now only remain to be described the outcrops of the Rough 
Rock and Third Grit around the Wetley Coal-field.* The latter, though 
clear and well marked at the northern end, becomes very faint and un- 
certain southwards, and I suspect that about Heath House* it is on the 
point of dying out. Both beds are mostly fine and soft, and altogether 
unlike tbe coarse massive rocks that lie on the same horizon in the 
north. The Rough Rock is bestseenin the fine cr^s of Wetley Rocks,* 
where the beds are nearly on end, on aecount, most likely, 
close neighbourhood of tbe Anticlinal Fault. 

At Rangemoor* we have the following aection : 



Bough Rock ; here a very eoarae grit. 
Chocolate coloured and red sandy shales 
Dark shales, with thin bands of poor ire 



t tne ^ 



The colour of the shales below tbe Rough Rock has led to many 
fruitless sinkings for ironstone in these measures, and even still the 
miners stick to the notion that the FroghaU Stone will yet be found in 

For an account of the Coal Measures of Wetley, see " The Iron Ores 
of Great Britain " (Mems. of Geol. Survey), Part IV. p. 276. 



We may next take in band a large tract of Yoredale rocks, bounded 
on tbe north by tbe Macclesfield Grits and Coal-measures, on the east 
by the Rtidyerd Basin, and on tbe west by the Red Rock Fault and the 
Biddulpb Trough. No traces of tbe Toredale Grit are found within 
this area, and we shall mostly have to deal with beds of the Middle 

Tbe Kerridge Fault {see p. 22), may be traced all across this 
district. There is good reason to believe that a fault runs along the 

• In Map 72 H.W, 
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>ast side of Boslej Minn, and where the lino crosses the River Dane, 

little east of Hug Bridge, the beds are very much broken ; about 

^ee House, south of Rushton, there is also much disturbance ; and 

urther south, three-tenths of a mile E.S.E. of Park House, the beds 

*e seen in the road cutting to be enormously contorted. 

One mile north of Endon* the fault shows well in a brook, bringing 

nt>lack shales and thin limestones of the lowest Yoredale Group against 

.he Yoredale Sandstones, and from here southwards, as it cuts off the 

mtcrops of the latter beds, its line makes a clear feature across the 

^30untry ; it then runs by Badderley Edge,* throwing the Millstone Grit 

^igainst the Coal-measures. 

There are only two important sections to the east of this fault. One 

is given by the deep brook course between Bosley Minn and Winkle, 

mnd shows mostly black shales with a few thin limestones, and in one 

3>lace limestone ^* bullions " with Goniatites : the beds dip to the east 

very irregularly at high angles. The other section is given by the 

Biyer DanOf from Hug Bridge eastward, and is as follows : 

li Black shales, rolling, and very much faulted ; perhaps belonging to the 
Third division of the Yoredale Beds. 

2, Toredale Sandstones and shales, at first much broken, but gradually 

fiJling into a steady dip of 20° to the east. A small coal of 4 in. was 
once worked in these beds. 

3. Fine massive sandstone. Fifth Millstone Grit. 

Here we have a very clear section without any trace of the Yoredale 
Ority and there can be no doubt therefore that that bed has thinned 
out before this. The contortions in No. 1 are well shown in the river 
bank, specially about three-eighths of a mile east of Hug Bridge. 

On the west of the Kerridge Fault the most noticeable features are 

Sosley Minn and the group of hills to the north-west of it. They are 

Tx>ih made np of Yoredale Sandstones thrown into many sharp folds, 

and, as was the case on Gun Hill, the rock is often a semi-crystalline 

^juartzite. The north-westerly of these two masses abuts against the 

lEted Rock fault ; and in a brook, one quarter of a mile south-west ol 

IBongh Hay, some of the lowest Yoredale limestones are brought up 

close to the fault. In the wood to the north-east of Rough Hay the 

"beds dip towarSis the fault, and then quickly roll over to the east ; at 

"the turn they are shattered with countless little cracks, the whole rock 

l>eing broken up into fragments small enough for road making. Large 

quarries in the " crowstone," as the rock is locally called, may also bo 

seen in Ratcliff Wood. Following the edge of the hill, we find the dip 

"to be north-west about Lee, north at Sprout House, and gradually 

<:hanging to north-east along HoUin Lane, where the crowstone is 

Again largely quarried. The beds are vertical at Rossen Clough, per- 

3iaps owing to a continuation of the Hurdsfield fault to this point, to 

'the south of which the fault passes into a sharp anticlinal, which is 

'well shown in the brook near Milking Stead. Still farther to the south, 

about Dawson and Swallow, is a very contorted bit of ground, in which 

anticlinal and synclinal follow one another so rapidly as to baffle all 

attempts to trace accurately the run and order of the beds. East of 

Dawson, and in the brook south of Higher Pettels, shales, with a few 

thin limestones, overlie the crowstone ; they are perhaps the beds 

marked 1 c. in the general Yoredale Section on p. 17. 

The smaller hill of Bosley Minn also seems to have its bedding 
dome-shaped, and to be made up of a crowstone like that just 
described. 



* InMap72l!J.W. 
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Between Bo3le7 Mina unil Cloud Hiil actions are not plentiful, but 
the following order of beds below the Fourth Grit, the lowest Millstone 
Grit hereabouts, may be made out : 

1. Bkck and gny shales, with a little flagstone (brook W. and N. of 

Woodhouse Green). 

2. Thin-bedded hard flagstones, with partings 1 Yoredale Sandstones, 

of shale (River Dane, ffom Boaley Sta- ^ Second Division of 
tion to Bosley Mill) - - j Yoredale Rocks. 

3. Black ahalea, with a few thin hmestoneal Third Division of 

(brook beside Big Fenton) - - / Yoredale Rocks. 

Once more the Yoredale Sandstones are brought up by a very ?harp 
nnticlinal along the high ridge to the east of Biddulph Moor. From 
the Congleton and Leek road southwards, to the edge of Map 81 
S.W., the beds plunge steeply down on either side, and the preasui-e 
which seems to have squeezed them iuto their present shape hn.'^ been 
BO great as often to reverse the dip, which in some cases is ns steep as 
50°, into the hill: cases of reversal on a smaller scale may be seen in 
most of the brooks that run down the sides of the ridge. Here aleo 
the rock is a close-grained half crystalline qnartzite, like that on 
Gun Hill, but not quite so much altered ; the lowest bed seen is here 
and there a fine conglomerate. Southwards, in Map 72 N.W., tlie 
Badderley Edge fault cuts off the eastern half of the saddle, and we 
have the Yoredale Sandstones rising from beneath the Millstone Grit 
on the east of the Pottery Coal-field at an angle of about 40° (which 
grnduolly falls off to 20° as we go east), till they abut against this 
fault. 

A brook on the south side of the C^mgleton and Leek road, running 
from near New House to The Brook, cuts right across this anti- 
clinal, and shows very beautifully the steep dips on cither side ; on the 
west the beds are all but ou end for some distance ; on the east the dip 
is not quite so steep. The beat section on the east side of the ridge ia 
made by the brook at Shirkley Wood. Climbing this ravine we cross 
two beds of croivslone, with black shales above and between them : 
these beds dip at very high angles, and are in places vertical and 
oven tUted over so as to dip into the hill ; then follows a flat of shale, 
from beneath which another bed of crowstone rises stAply, hut soon 
rolls over and dips to the west : this last bed is in parts a conglomerate 
with small quartz pebbles. 

On Uie western side the steep dip of the measures is well shown by 
a brook crossing the north part of Biddulph Moor and running by 
Spring Coppice, the lower part of which also cuts through the Millstone 
Grit and Lower Coal-measures of the Biddulph Trough. 

Besides these sections there are many quarries where the stone is 
worked for road metal. 

The Anticlinal apace between the Wetley and Pottery Coal-fields, is 
wholly occupied by Yoredale Sandstones. 



In the middle of the Yoredale tract just described lies an o;:tller of 
New Red Sandstone Pebble Beds and Permian rocks at Rushton 
Spencer. A section of the Permians has been already given on p. 36. 
This outlier is bounded on (ho north by a fault, seen in the River Dane 
(Fig. 18, p. 36), which tilts the Permian sandstones iu the rail- 
way cutting at Mori'is Grange, The brook running down from Peck's 
House cuts through the Permian saudfltones, and in the River Daue 
below we have the mottled marls above them and the overlying Pebble 
Beds. The lane heading from High Ash to Rushton James shows 
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Bome thickneBs of Permian marls and sandstones, but at the latter farm- 
house they fail, for a section shows Pebble Beds resting on Yoredale 
shales ; this unconformity to the New Red Sandstone, and their 
minerfd character, makes it very likely that these beds are really of 
Permian age. 

On the east side of the outlier traces of like Peimian beds were found, 
but the sections were not very good. 

An outlier also seems to cap the hill top at Woodhouse Green, but 
fi*om the absence of sections and the drift covering its boundary is 
wholly conjectural. 

The Pebble Beds call for no particular notice. 



Lastly, we come to the Coal-field of The Potteries, the northern end 
of which, lying in map 81 S.W., is known as The Biddulph Trough. 

Millstone Grit — South-west of the farm-house, Cloud Wood, faint 

traces of a sandstone which may represent the Fifth Grit were found ; 

it could not be mapped. On the north flank of Cloud Hill the Fourth 

Grit is seen in quarries ; it is a thick-bedded, close-grained, red grit, not 

unlike the same bed on the west of The Roaches (see p. 51). From 

here the rock may be traced along the east side of the basin as far as 

the brook which runs through Spring Coppice, where it shows as a 

i*eddish sandstone tending to become flaggy. Hence southwards the 

bed is never seen again, and it therefore most likely soon thins out. 

Here again then we have reached a point on the line along which the 

Kinder Scout Grit dies away. 

The Third Grit and the Rough Rock are still found in force, and 
their outcrops form the bold ridges which bound the trough on either 
side ; the two beds with the shale between reach a thickness of about 
400 feet. 

Starting from the south-east we find the two beds about Bagnall* 
showing as soft red sandstones, for the most part not very coarse. A 
little coal has been worked on the top of the Third Grit near Bagnall.* 
Northwards the beds get gradually coarser ; a fine section of them is 
given by the brook which runs from near Cowall* into the Knipersely 
Reservoir.* 

About Wicken stone the Rough Rock makes a very marked feature 
in the landscape ; huge tables of it slope up from the valley at an angle 
of 45°, and rise bare of any covering boldly into the air, while the edges 
of the beds are broken off sharply and show a steep cliff on the east. 
A little farther to the north the escarpment of the Third Grit becomes 
the more marked of the two ; it is not here, as is often the case, bounded 
at top by a nearly straight line, but is crowned at intervals by sharp 
conical peaks, which rise like towers along a rampart. 

Thus the beds run on, till, at Cloud Hill, the northern end of the 
trough, the outcrops bend round and run south by west till they abut 
against the Red Rock Fault at Fair House. 

Cloud Hill, 1,190 feet above the sea, is capped by the Third Grit. 
"Viewed from the New Red Sandstone plain on the west this hill forms 
a very striking object in the landscape. The cliff formed by the Third 
Grit is seen at the top, the flanks being formed of the Fourth bed, 
which makes no feature, and the shales below. At the foot of the slope 
runs the Red Rock Fault, throwing down the Upper Keuper Marls. 
The River Dane winds through the flatter country occupied by these 
beds, its course being marked by a series of little cliffs, above which 
are river terraces covered by old alluvium. 



* In Map 72 N.W. 
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On the west of the Biddulph Trough, along Congleton Edge to Si. 
Tliomas' Church, the two grits crop out at high angles. Thej hftTe 
iiere exchanged characters, the Rough Rock being a close-grained, 
iirm stone, while the Third Bed is soft and crumblj, imd is largely 
iL;round into sand for use in the Potteries. In the latter bed, where 
I he road from Brook Houses crosses the ridge, is a bed of Tery pure 
white clay, 6 feet thick, with two or three inches of bright red h«9ma- 
lite at the bottom. About the same spot a bed of coal, from 2 to 4 feet 
thick, has been worked on the top of the Third Grit. 

It is somewhat difficult to get a sight of the shale band lying be* 

tween the First and Third Grits ; for owing to the steep dip it occa- 

pies a very narrow strip of ground, and sections are scarce. At my 

last visit, however, I was lucky enough to find a deep road-cutting 

just laid open, which gave the following order of the beds. 

ft. in. 
Rough Rock, coarse massive grit and conglomerate. 
White sandv clay, with a bed of sandstone at the bottom - 3 
Pink and white sandy clay, with beds of sandstone - - 13 

Hard fine grit, in parts a conglomerate - - - 10 

Pink and white sandy shale, with beds of sandstone - - 14 

Hard fine sandstone - - - - - -50 

Shale, sandy and pink in the upper part, dark and clayey 
lower down - - - - - -67 0. 

Interval, with no section, most likely shale - 

Black shale ....... 

Coal, 2 ft. to 4 ft. -.-.-. 
Underclay and shale (?), 4 ft. to 6 ft. - 
Third Gnt, massive, not very coarse. 

At St. Thomas' Church is a very sudden change in the arrange- 
ment of the measures ; hitherto we have had a ridge of Millstone 
Grit dipping steeply to the east, overlaid by Coal-measures on the one 
side, and with Yoredale Rocks coming out from below on the other : 
but to the south of the church we find the ridge formed by a saddle of 
Gritstone, plunging down on either side below Coal-measures. This, 
of course, requires a fault along the line where the change takes place. 
There are no sections to show its exact place on the hill, but a fault 
said to have been proved in the Coal-measures at Mole House runs 
exactly to the point required. 

The anticlinal ridge to the south of this fault is formed of the Bough 
Rock ; it runs as far as Mow Cop, where the beds dip down to the 
east and south below Coal-measures. The boundary on the west is a 
fault. The whole is very much broken and disturbed. At Mow Cop 
the rock is fissured in every direction, the cracks being often lined 
with Heavy Spar. 

Coal-measures of the Biddulph Trough, — A general section of 
these beds has been already given (pp. 31-33). The lower measures 
are best shown in the brook between Biddulph Mill and Lea Mill 
Forges, and in another stream a little to the south. The thick sand- 
stone beneath the " Two Foot " or " Little Row " coal is on this side 
of the basin mas&ive a|id fine grained. At its crop on the west side it 
is in parts a coarse conglomerate, which may be seen in a quarry 
i mile N. by W. of the Hay Hill. The crops of the " Little Eow* 
and "Crabtree" coals have been laid down from old workings, and 
from information furnished by Mr. Groslin, of Congleton, and Mr, 
Bradbury, of Braldey Green. 

The crops of the thick coals north of a fault through the Hay Hill 
and Red Cross T.G. have been laid down as well as the small scale of 
the map would allow, with the assistance of Mr. W. Chadwick, bailiff 
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to Mr. Bradbury of Bradley Green Collierf, from wliose plims the 
faults on this ground were also drawn. 

The coal crops on the south of the fault just mentioued were mostly 
laid down from calculation, the data being their depth and the dip at 
Tower Hill Colliery, kindly furnished by MesarB. Williamson. 

The coal crops on the west of Mow Cop, in 81 S.W., were traced 
for me by David Oakes, an old coUicr. 

On the west side of ^e basin the beds rise very steeply, sometimes 
even at an angle of 70°, the average dip being about 40°. On the east 
the rise is much more gentle, about 15 on the average. The one set 
of beds are known among the colliers as the "Bearing Mines," and 
tfae other as the " Fiats." The working of the " rearing " coals ia 
attended with some difficulty and danger. The yield per acre is, of 
coarse, very large, and by " crutting," or driving horizontal galleries 
across the strike irom one bed to another, several seams can bo worked 
at the same time from the same shaft. I am told by Mr. Bradbury 
ibat faults which run across the basin are found to have their greatest 
Uirow in the " rearers," and to die out in the " flats." This and the 
steep dip on the west side of the basin seems lo show that the beds 
have been bent into their present shape by a strong lateral pressure 
acting from west to east. Such a force would tilt up the beds along 
the western edge of the trough, and when a crack had been produced, 
it might well be that the measures on one side would be tilted more 
than those on the other, the result of which would be a fault whose 
throw would change in the manner above described. A model would 
beet explain my meaning, but I hope the woodcnt below may be some 
help to the reader, 

Fiff. 23. 
Diagram to show the way in which the change of throw of the fault* 
in the Biddttlph Trough mag have been brought about 




Let ah d c(\)\te> the surface of a bed of coal stripped of Hie over- 
lying measures ; afb the axis of the trough ; and let the b«d rise 
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steeply towards e and d; also let ^ / be a crack running across the 
strike. Now let a pressure from behind act upon the part of the bed 
afec more violently than on e /b d^so sls turn the former round af 
as an axis, and throw it into the position afe*c (2) % efe' will then 
be the face of a fault having no throw on the one side of the line afby 
but with its throw increasing step by step from / to c, exactly as is 
found to be the case with the faults of the Biddulph Trough. 

For an account of the southern part of the Pottery Coal-field, see 
'' The Iron Ores of Great Britain " (Mems. of Geol. Survey), Part IV. 



There now remains to be described' only a small tract of Yoredale 
Rocks on the west side of the Biddulph Trough, with the little patch 
of Mountain Limestone at Asthury. 

We may first mention that there is here no trace of the Yoredale 
Grit, which fact gives a further proof that the bed has thinned out 
before this. 

In the upper part of the measures the following sections are worth 
notice. In a quany by the road side, south-west of Holly Wood, we 
have 

ft. in. 
Dark shale^ with fossil-bearing nodules of limestone* - 15 

Hard dark-grey quartz rock (Gannister), with thin partings 
of dark shale, containin|r layers of coal from one-eighth to 
one-fourth of an inch thick. Large stigmaria, with rootlets 20 

Thirty 'two chains north-east of Puddle Bank is a quarry in like beds ; 
in the upper shales was a band of earthy limestone with Goniatites, 
A little coal that has been worked in the wood hard by is most likely 
in some way connected with the Gannister. 

It would seem that this bed is one of the hard fine-grained Yoredale 
Sandstones, which, under circumstances locally suitable for the produc- 
tion of coal, has taken the form of a Gannister. 

The greater part of the remainder of this district is covered with 
drift, but the road over the hill from Astbury lime works gives us the 
beautiful section in the next page. 

From this section it will be seen that the limestone lies in a 
saddle between two faults : to the south-west it is soon carried below the 
surface by a steep dip, aided by a downthrow fault of 16 yards, which 
was drawn from the account of the workmen and whose line produced 
falls into the fault proved in the Coal-measures at Roe Cross toll gsite. 
The limestone barely comes out to-day ; it is said to have been acci- 
dentally discovered by a Derbyshire servant girl about 200 years ago, 
who noticed that the rock in the brook was the same as she had seen 
burnt for lime in her native county : it has been worked ever since, 
and is much sought after, as it yields a good hydraulic lime. Unlike 
the Derbyshire limestone, this rock contains some thin shale partings, 
and in this respect resembles the Mountain Limestone of Leicester- 
shire : in both cases we have most likely before us the last thin 
remnants of the formation, which is just on the point of dying out.f 

(B.) Country to the west of the Red Rock Fault, 

This country, from the greater simplicity of its structure, does not 
call for the same amount of detailed description which we have be- 



* For a list of the fossils, see Appendix, p. 92. 

t See Hull on ** The Distribution of the Carboniferous Strata, &c" (Quarterly 
Joaroal of Geol 8oc., toI xviii., p. 127;. 
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Btowed on the ground east of the great fault. The chief sections have 
been already described in Chapter II. I would wish to state, however, 
that the boundary lines of the sub'divisions of the New Bed Sand- 
stone in the norM-vest part of Map 81 S.Vf . most \» \w?tsA m.-^^ »* 
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nothing more than the roughest approximations. The lines on the 
north, where better evidence was to be had, have been some little help, 
but beyond this we have only the three following sections to guide us. 

A soft red sandstone, belonging most likely to the Pebble Beds, was 
found in the shaft of Roewood Colliery, and a like rock was reached 
below 24 yards of Drift at Mr. Stancliff 's brewery, half a mile south 
of St. Paul's Church, Macclesfield. Upper Keuper marls and sand* 
stones were reached below the Drift in a well at the copper works, 
where the Macclesfield and Leek road crosses the canal.* From this 
we see that there must be a fault between the copper works and the 
brewery ; a fault in Map 81 N.W., of which Mr. Hull found good 
evidence, runs when produced between the two. I have been obliged 
to suppose its throw to be reversed, but it seemed better to do this 
than to lay down a new fault for whose line there was nothing what- 
ever to serve as a guide. 

A. H. G. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Post Pliocene and Regent Deposits. 

Drift or Boulder Beds, — The whole of the plain lying west of the 
Red Rock fault, and composed of Triassic and Permian formations, is 
covered to a greater or less extent by Drift deposits. East of this line 
the hills of the Lower Carboniferous beds rise for the most part above 
the level of the Drift, which we only find occupying the lower part of 
the valleys, clinging in small patches to the hill sides, or nestling in the 
hollows. 

We have been able to subdivide the Drift deposits into three stages, 
which occur with remarkable persistency over the whole district : they 
are as follows : 

1. Upper Boulder Clay, or Till. 

2. Sand and gravel. 

3. Lower BoiSder Clay, or Till. 

While the above arrangement answers well as a general classifica- 
tion, it ought to be stated that bands of clay frequently occur in the 
sand, and, less frequently, bands of sand in the day. These three 
members are traced upon the Drift Maps of the Geological Survey now 
in course of preparation. 

The Upper and Lower Boulder Clays are in every respect similar. 
They consist of dark reddish brown stiff clay with subangular pebbles, 
which frequently have polished, scratched, and striated faces. These 
pebbles consist of granites, porphyry, Silurian slates and grits, quartz, 
and Carboniferous grits. At Gorton, in the Upper Till, the following 
pebbles were found in the order of numerical predominance. 

Silurian Grit. 
Felspar porphyry. 
Carboniferous Grit. 



Granite. 



Porphyritic conglomerate. 
Carboniferous Limestone. 
Ironstone. 



The Till in some places presents but rude traces of stratification, 
while in others it is distinctly laminated, as may be seen by the sections 
in the railway cuttings under Cobden Edge. 

* All three sections were pointed oat to me by Mr. Sainter ; he also introdnoed me 
iu mush ease to the proprietors, who kindly gave me aU particolan reqnived. 
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The sand and gravel which lies between the two beds of Till varies 
from 20 feet near Gorton, to probably 100 feet at Prestbury. 

It occurs generally in the form of fine colourless sand, full of current- 
planes, and containing beds of gravel. The pebbles from this subdivison 
are all more or less rounded and water worn, and in this respecfc may be 
contrasted with those from the Till, which are glaciated.* We do, 
however, at times find ice-scratches on the pebbles in the sand, but 
they are always faint ; in these cases the pebbles may have come from 
the Lower Till, and have had the markings partly worn away by the 
action of running water.f The sand in company with the Upper Till 
covers the surface of the Cheshire plain, while the Lower Till is gene- 
rally restricted to the bottom of the valleys. 

The whole of these subdivisions rise from the west towards the east, in 
other words, from the plain towards the hills. This slope is very nearly 
that of the fall of the brooks, so that, along the Mersey, the Dean, the 
Bollin, and other rivers, the banks are formed of the same materials for 
many miles. This slope, which at first sight seems so like a true dip, 
IB, in the opinion of Professor Ramsay, with more probability to be 
attributed to the deposition of the beds over an originally sloping sea- 
bottom of the older rocks. 

All three subdivisions of the Drift are well shown at Reddish Mills, 
north of Stockport. The Lower Boulder Clay foims the bed of the 
river, and above it there are about 40 feet of Sand and Gravel, and 
still higher up this is covered by the Upper Boulder Clay. 

The Lower Till is very well shown in the brick-yards east of Dids- 
bury, where there occurs a few feet of dark laminated mud, on the top of 
which there is abed of decomposed vegetable matter, and stems and roots 
of a small tree, probably the birch. This laminated mud, although but 
slightly distinguishable by the entire absence of pebbles or stones from 
the Lower Till on which it rests, Professor Ramsay in a recent visit 
considered as distinct from the glacial drift, and as being in reality a 
" warp " or river mud similar to that of the Humber. As a descrip- 
tion of this section has been fully given in a former memoir;]: we shall 
not dwell longer upon it here. 

Large boulders of transported rock are not plentiful in the Till, but 
lie scattered on the surface, sometimes high up amongst the hills. Two 
of these lie by the road side at Black Hill Gate, on the east side of 
Saltersford valley, at an elevation of 950 feet : one is composed of 
granite, the other of dark blue felspar trap. ^ tt 

Again on How Moor, three miles south of Whaley Bridge, at a 
height of about 1,200 feet above the sea, is a large group of erratic 
blocks, of green indurated slate, blue felspar trap, and coarse syenite. 
A line of boulders, many of large size, runs along a valley on the east 
of Macclesfield, between Vale Royal and Brook House : higher up 
there is an outlier of sand and gravel, and doubtless the whole hollow 
was once filled in with this deposit, the greater part of which was 
afterwards cleared out by denudation, the heavier blocks alone being 
left behind. I also learn from Mr. Sainter, that on the south-east sids 

* A -word to express sur&ces which are worn or polished by ice, either in the form 
of glaciers or icebergs. 

f Mr. Prestwich has described (Quar. Jour. Geol. Soc, voL xvii., p. 446) beds of 
sand and gravel overlying Boulder Clay at Hull, with traces of a clay like Boulder 
Clay above them. These beds seem to agree very closely in character with the sand 
and gravel of the present country ; and he mentions that " a few of the limestone 
blocks retain fkint traces of glacial scratching." 

:|: Geology of the Country aroand Oldham (Mem. Geol. Survey), p. 54. 
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of the faiin-hougo MilkiDg Sf ends, three laileB iiorth-eaat of Macclesfield, 
B patch of ground Bome acres iu extent is thickly covered with erratic 
blocks of igneous and other rocks : the ground is about 1,000 feet 
above the sea.* But by far the finest of these erratics ia a monster 
boulder that was dug out of the sand and gravel at Macclesfield, and 
oow stands in the public park of that town ; it ia of felspai' porphyry, 
seven feet high and 2S feet in girth, aiid ia estimated to iveigh 
between 20 and 30 tons ; some of the edges are etill ahurp and 
angulai', but one face is moat beautifully poliahed, and traversed by 
broud shallow grooves. I also noticed a fine boulder lying in a deep 
wooded brook course on tlie east aide of Cloud Hill ; it measured. 
8 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. X 5 ft. 

All three divisions of the Drift may be seen round Maccleafleld. 
The Lower Boulder Clay forms the bed of the Eiver BoUin, Mid its 
junction with the Sand above ia laid open in a little brook course 
by the " k " of West Bank House. Tlie Sand and Gi'avel has been of 
lato very largely opened up at the works for the new cemetery. It ia 
there made up of gravels of different degrees of coai'seuess, aud pure 
clean sand, the whole ahowing the most irregular current-bedding. 
Pebbles and boulders of the following rocks were noticed by Mr. Hull 
and myself in these cultinga : 

Hard Silurian Grit (most plentihd). 

Grnnite, several varieties fcame next in jilentyl. 

Carboniferous Grita and Mountain Limeatone. 

Earthy limcatone fcom the Yoredale beds. 

Bita of cobL 

New Red Sandstone. 

Lower Keuper Sandstone, with carbonatG of GoppGr, from Alderley Edge. 

White vein quarta. 

BlBck Hornatone. 
Some of the aand beda were crowded with broken bits of shells, 
and yielded good filtering material, aud many pei-ftcl ahells wore found, 
a list of which is given in the Appendix. Besides sheila, the workmen 
turned np a number of ruminant bones ; and though it waa the opinion 
of those on the spot that these were truly embedded in the eand, 
Profesaor Huxley, to whom I showed the specimens, thought that their 
unaltered state waa very much against such a notion. An account of 
these bones will be found in a letter to "The Geologist" by Mr. 
Hainter, vol. vi., p. 185. 

It may also here be noticed that in 1862 good specimens of a 
lightning-tube or fulgurite were found in the sand at Macclesfield : they 
were described in a letter to " The Macclesfield Courier " by the late 
Eev. J. C. Meeke, from which the following extracts are taken. 

" Some days ago, in the aond-pit, on the west of Bond-atreet, mgli the new 
brewery, two vitrified tubes were found, descending nearly in a vertical 
direction many feet into the sand beda. lliey seem not to have been dis- 
covered by the workmen till after H or 10 feet of the higher beds had been 
removed. They have been traced to the depth of about 22 feet from the top 
of the bank. Fhe whole of one of them, fie workmen beUeve, has been 
extracted. It narrowed at its lowest extremity almost to a point, the diameter 
inaide not being more than a line. The internal diameter of the tubes varies 
from one line to seven or eight. The inner surface is smooth, glossy, and in 
parts beaded. Their exteriors are more or less nigged, and of a ffreyish colour. 
The Band lying immediately round the tubes is much diacolonred, probably by 
the action of the lightning on the oxide of iron contained in the sand beds. 
One of the tubes, at about 18 feet down, took a bend westwnrd, at an angle of 
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about £0 ieKKM from the horitontal line. The portion of thia tube, yet 
undisturbed, runs under the fiice of the siuid-bank, and cannot, at present, be 
traced to its tennination." 

The thickneea of the sand and gravel at Macclesfield ia not lees tli&n 
100 feet. 

The Upper Till ia largely worked for bricka and tiles ; on tho Buxton 
Road it ia sandy, with many pebbles and small angular blocks, and is used 
for bricks ; in a pit five-eighths of a mile south of St. Paul's Church it is 
very stiff, reddish -brown in colour, and, with the exception of a few bits of 
coal, quite free from bouldcre or atones ; here it is made into drain-tiles. 

Over the broad spread of sand and gravel which lies between 
Macclesfield and Conglelon, many little outliei's of clay have been 
mapped as Upper Boulder Clay. If they really belong to this division, 
the Upper Till must rest upon a very uneven surface of sand j this 
we know is often the case,* but eorae of the clay patches may belong 
to the beds of clay lying in the saud ; such beds I have noticed, mostly 
near the top of the division, at the following places ; — In a pit near 
Prestbury, in the valley that leads up to Hareshill, where there is a 
bed of finely laminated loam in the sand ; a quarter of a mile north-west 
of Mill End, Gawsworth ; at the south-east corner of Cocks Moss, just 
shove Little Hill Moor ; three-quarters a mile south of Bcwhurst ; and 
at Lower Fexhill. 

Near Bosley station we have an instance of the irregularity of these 
Dfift dejHtsits, a band of sand and gravel crops on one side of the 
valley capped by Upper Boulder Clay, while on the opposite side we 
have only the latter. 

The section given in Fig. 25 shows the junction of the sand and 
gravel with the Upper Boulder Clay at Congleton, and here again we 
have clays interbedded with the sand at the top of the division. 

Fiff. 25. 
Section on south side of Congleton Parish Church. 




1. Stiff red day 

5. Bed clay snd ssnd interbedded 

3. Light brovn aoft sand, with beds of fine gravel 

and palcbea of broken coal (small &ults) 

4. Dark red atratified cla; . . - 
3. Soft red sand ----- 

6. Dark red Btratifi^ cla; - - - ^ 

7. Fine gravel and sand, very false-bedded. Bits of sheila. 



Upper Boulder Clay. 
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A long strip of aand and gravel runs up the Eiddulph Valley, it lierf 
rests directly on the stratified rocks, the Lower Till being absent. The 
sand may he seen lying on black shales near Lea MiU Forges ; 
north of Dane-en-fihaw Silk Mill the bed ie about 20 feet thick, 
there and on the wcet bank of the Dane at Havannah it rests on red 

A patch of sand and gravel peeps out, !n a rather unlooked-for way, 
on the west flank of Congleton Edge, near Puddle Bank. I can only 
account for its presence in the manner shown in Fig. 26. 



Fiff. 26. 
Section snowrya thk Probable Arrangesient op the Drift 

BETWEEN PdCDLE BanK AND BrOOK HoDSE. 




I add a note of the places where shells have been found in the Drift 
within the present district. 

In an outlying patch of sand and gravel, about 3 miles from Mac- 
clesfield on the Buxton road, at a height of about 1,200 feet above 
the aea, Mr. Prestwich found shells, and Mr, Sainter tells me that he 
has collected there Turritella, Cardium edufe, and others. A list of 
nine species found in this gravel by Mr, Darbishire is given in the 
Appendix. 

In the canal cutting near Congleton railway station I found many 
broken bits of cockle in the Upper Boulder Clay ; and further to the 
east, n quarter of a mile south of the " H " in Wood House, mussels in 
plenty, and well preserved. 

In the cutting of the Biddulph Valley Railway, opposite the Daaie- 
en-shaw Silk Mill, Professor Kamsay found broken bits of cockle ; the 
beds are about the junction of the Upper Boulder Clay and Sand. On 
the same railway at Whitraore Wood I found many bits of shell, cockle 
(?), and a fragment of Turritella communis, in Upper Boulder Clay. 
In & lane, 16 chains aorth-east of Bacon House, the sand was full of 
broken bits of shell. 

But the richest harvest of Drift shell has been yielded by the cemetery 
cuttings already mentioned at Macclesfield ; for a list of the species, see 
Appeadia, p. 95. 



such cases, — at Moston Hall, between Manchester and Oldham ; ncjEide aud Cbad- 
derlon Woikhouse, near OldJiam ; near Whitefield Vicarage ; and other places. See 
" Oeology of the Country around Oldham " (Mem, Geol. Sorvey), p. 50, and Hull on 
" The Srili UeposilB of Ihe neighbourhood of MancheWer ;" Mems. of the Lit. and 
J^l. Soe. of Manchester, 3rd series, vol. ii. p. 453, 
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Mr. Trimmer mentions that shells have been fomid 3 miles north of 
Macclesfield on the Stockport road ; 2 miles south of Macclesfield in 
gravelly clay ; in the cutting at North Rode station ; and in a pit by 
the Dane Viaduct, 6 miles south of Macclesfield.* 

A. H. G. 

River Terraces. — Old terraces of gravel, sometimes rising several in 
succession above the present alluvial plain of the river, occur on both 
banks of the Mersey below Stockport. From a position on the edge 
of a bluff of drift sand at the village of Heaton Mersey, an excellent 
view of these terraces is obtained. Three of them may be distinctly 
traced on the south side of the river, rising by steps of 15 or 20 feet 
above each other and the alluvial plain now liable to floods* That 
these are of fluviatile origin, and not of the age of the Drift or Post 
Pliocene, is proved by the fact that they frequently end off against 
banks of the older drift, and that their upper surfaces slope downward 
with the fall of the rivers. 

At Underbank, on the right side of the Mersey below Stockport, 
three of these terraces occur. The lowest is 30 feet above the river, 
and is opened out in the sand pits east of Heaton Mersey Bleaching 
Mills ; the next is 25 feet higher, and rather narrow ; the third is 
26 feet above the second, and is opened out in a large gravel pit by the 
side of Heaton Lane near Travis Brow. This terrace is about 330 
yards in width at this point, and in the pit the following pebbles were 
foond, all waterwom : 

Red and ffrey granite. 

Silurian uates. 

Greenish Silurian grits. 

Felspar porphyry, and porphyritic breccia. 

Limestone chert. 

Carboniferous grits^ some like Gannister. 

Concretionanr ironstone. 

One LEurge yellow-coated flint. 

A terrace of wider sweep and very much greater length than any of 
those noticed above, extends on both sides of the river from Didsbury 
and Cheadle, and for several miles downwards. This terrace is the 
most ancient in the district, and lies at an elevation of about 50 or 60 
feet above the average surface of the river. f It consists of fine gravel or 
ochreous sand, evenly bedded, forming at its upper surface a level tract 
of country, which at Stretford is about 5 miles in breadth. Its margin 
on the north side of the river may be traced from Parr's turnpike, 
Didsbury, northward to Fallowfield; then westward and northward 
to Hulme in Manchester; and on the south side of the river from 
Cheadle Heath westwards, by Cheadle, Gatley, and onward to Altrin- 
cham. The sand is not often exposed toview except in the foundations 
of new houses ; its thickness varies from 5 to 10 feet ; and it generally 
rests on the Lower Boulder Clay. 

The following section drawn from Cheadle to Didsbury is intended 
to show the relative position of the terraces to each other and to the 
Eiver Mersey. 



* Quar. Jour. Geol. Soc, vol. vii., p. 201. 

t rnds terrace has been described at some length in the Memoir '< On the Geology 
of Oldbam and the Saborhs of Manchester." 
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Fig. 27. 
Section ackoss the Vallhy of the Meeset at Cheadle, 

Position of Rivf.r Terraces. 
Chcadle. River Mltbev. Didsbury. 



>LE, SHOWlH^^^^ 



New Red Sandatone. 
5, e. Old River Ti»rnice«. 



B. Till or Boulder Clay. 



In the section (Fig. 27) the nlluvial flat, which is now liflhle to be 
flooded during freshets, is marked I, The next terrace, No. 2, on the 
Cheadle side, rises 12 feet above the alluvium. On this terrace Wood 
Farm ie built, and the edge is very clearly marked by a sudden descent 
of a few feet. Terrace No. 3 is that on which Sir J. Watt's house ia 
built ; terrace 4 is about 10 feet above last ; and the uppermost, and 
consequently the oldest terrace, is marked by a rise of 20 feet above 
No, 4. On this ten-ace Cheadle ia built, and the gravel of which it is 
formed may be seen in a pit neai' the cenlre of the village : it rests 
in some places on Lower Boulder Cluy (B) or on New Bed Sandstone. 

On the north side of the river at this point one terrace, which 
seems to occupy the level of No. 3 on (he south side, ia apparent. The 
highest torruce (6) is on the Fume level as that at Cheadle, and reals on 
a floor of Boulder Clay. 

E. H. 

We again meet with leiTuces of river-gravel, like those just described, 
hut on a smaller scale, in the valley of the River Dane. Westvi-ards 
from the North Eode viaduct the river winds fi'om side to side of a flat 
of an average breadth of a quarter of a mile, on each aide of which riae 
hills of red marl capped by Drift Sand and Gravel. This flat, which ia 
now never flooded by the river, is covered by a few feet of sandy grovel, 
and shows here and there traces of two or three teiTaces, The river 
runs in adeop channel cut through this old alluvium well down into the 
red marl below. The pebbles in the gravel are of all sizes up lo that of 
a man's fist, and there are sometimes beds of sand : the grave! is at 
times stratified, but is oflener just such a rude tumbled mass of pebbles 
and boulders as now lies in the bed of the river ; it has doubtless been 
formed mainly from the waste of the Drift Sand and Gravel. As this 
gravel rests on red marl, without any trace of Boulder beds between, 
it ia likely that the valley of the Dane has been greatly deepened since 
the Drift period. 

We will now point out tJie spots where the terraces are moat dis- 
tinctly shown. 

At North Uodo viaduct there ia a terrace on the south bank about 
15 feet above the present alluvial flat, with faint traces of a correspond- 
ing ledge on the opposite aide. At Ihe edge of this terrace, which is not 
very broad, we pass by a well marked step of about 8 feet on to another 
which reaches up to the canal. This latter is covered by coarse 
gravel rudely stratified, the pebbles all lying on their flat sideB and 
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embedded in sand. There is no corresponding higher terrace on the 
north bank. 

Between the Congleton and Macclesfield road and Hags Wood, the 
south bank of the river is foniied by a cliff of red marl about 50 feet 
high, on the top of which is a broad fiat covered hj about 8 feet of river 
gravel. On the opposite bank is a terrace very slightly raised above the 
river, which runs on to Havannah, where there are traces of one or two 
higher ledges. 

Between Havannali and Congleton, and onwards as far as Forge 
Wood, a double terrace may be clearly traced along the south side of the 
valley : the steps are best marked between Buglawton and Congleton,* 
for below the town a great part of the upper terrace has been carried 
away, and only patches of the gravel of which it was made up are left 
to show that it was once there. 

Below Congleton, on the north-east side of the valley, a pair of terraces, 
correspouding to the two just described, may be made out, but they 
have been much cut up by river-denudation. We soon, however, come 
on a broad well-marked fiat about 15 or 20 feet above the river, with 
here and there a ledge some 10 feet lower : these run on to the edge o( 
the map. 

On the west and south-west of Macclesfield the ground is often 
covered with peat, which may be traced up to the large bog of Dane's 
Moss ; and clayey deposits which seem to have been formed by the 
Bollin and its tributary brooks. 

The ground is a good deal covered by buildings, and sections are 
scarce, but the following was laid open near St, George's Church after 
I had left the town, and a copy of it sent to me by Mr. Sainter. 

feet. 

Gravel 3 

Peat - - - - - - - - 2 

Dark brown laminated sand (Warp ?) - - -3 

Boulder Clay. 

Little terraces of gravel, sand, and clay, are often to be found in the 
brook courses, and though too small to allow of their being marked on 
the map, are worth notice, as showing that the stream fiowed formerly 
at a higher level than now, and may be with a larger body of water, 
and that it has gradually eaten its way lower and lower, cutting through 
its old alluvium, and even down into the solid rock below. A good 
case of such a terrace may be seen in the brook that runs beside Hollin 
Lane, Macclesfield, just above Spout House. It shows some six or 
eight feet of bedded gravel, sand, and red marly clay, resting on the 
Crowstone and shales which now form the bed of the brook. 



♦ See Mr. Trimmer's paper (already quoted at p. 79), Quar. Jour. Geo). Soc., 
vol. vii., p. 204., where these beds are described as ** reconstructed gravels.'* In 
Mr. Trimmer's section the ♦* Upper Boulder Clay" and " Sand and Gravel ** are also 
distingoished. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MiSCELLAlTKOUS. 

A few general statements, and one or two matters that do not fall 
under any of the former headings, hare been kept for this last chapter. 

Yoredale Rocks — Of the three gronps into which these beds were 
divided, the uppermost is marked by a sandstone bed, which has been 
called the Yoredale Grit. This bed is most striking in the north of our 
district, and around the Peak, a little to the east of the present country, 
reaches a thickness of at least 500 feet : it falls off, however, very 
rapidly, and at last dies out a little to the south-west of li line joining 
Leek and Macclesfield. 

It was mentioned that each of the two lowest groups of the iToredale 
rocks seems to reach a thickness of 2,000 feet. But this estimate must 
be taken with great caution ; it rests on the measured section, Sheet 42, 
of the Geological Survey, and as the country this section crosses does 
not give anything like an unbroken view of the rocks along the whole 
of its line, there may well be faults or rolls unknown, repeating the 
beds and exaggerating their thickness. Still, no such disturbances 
have been detected, and the estimate may, therefore, be sbund. Also, 
we have nowhere the entire series in one section, and it may be that 
one group may swell out locally at the expense of the other ; there is, 
however, no reason to think that this is the case.* Till we can form 
some trustworthy estimate of the thickness of the YoredAle Beds, any 
attempt to calculate the probable depth of the Mountain Limestone in the 
deep valleys, such as those round the Peisik and the Saltersford valley, 
can be only the vaguest guesswork. 

Of course we cannot at present fully correlate the Yoredale Beds of 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire with the Yorkshire type of that formation, 
as described by Prof. Phillips ; but I give the following hints in hopes 
that they may aid the solution of the problem. 

We may first compare our section with that given on Ingleborough ; 
the latter is as follows : 



Section on Ingleborough. 



ft. 

1. Coarse grit and conglome- 

ratCi 

2. Dark sandy shale - - 150 

3. Gr^ encrmital limestone 

(The Main Limestone) - 40 

4. Sandstone, massive and 

flaggy, with shale beds 

160 to 200 

5. Grap, with no section - 225 

6. Dark shales and sand- 

stones, with two or more 
beds of hmestone - 500 

Mountain Limestone - 600 



Probable equivalents in Der- 
btsbirb and staffordshire. 



Kinder Scout Grit. 

Shales, la. in section on p. 1 7« 

Wanting. 

Yoredale Grit. 

Perhaps shales, Ic. in section on p. 17. 

Yoredale Sandstones. 



♦ Since the above was written I have measured very carefully the section at Pendle 
Hill, near Clitheroe, and find there 3,700 feet of measures between the base of the 
Yoredale Grit, which caps the hill, and the top of the Mountain Limestone ; so that, 
after all, my ^ures may not be &r from the truth. 
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t^assiiig on northwards to Wengleydale^ we find the Toredale serieEl, 
as deMsribBd hy Profedsof Phillips, to he there as follows :* 



f : f T-fAJUJMJM*. 



'■• "■ ■•■ — - " " 



Section in Wensleyddle (t'liillips). 



' ■ ■ 



Probable 

DerbTsbire 

equivalehts. 



Cam or 
Upper SomP 
Lomestone 



Hawes 
Flagstoiie <^ 

OttQVkp 



BhKsk 



Main tamestone 

L&mmated Grit 

Plate t^h ironstone and coal - 

Underset Limestone 
' Laminatod Grit 

Flagstone 

Plate and Grit - . - 

Strong Gritstone 

Plate and Grit - 

Impnre prodtictal Limestone - 

Plate and coal < - . 

Middle Limestone 

Strong Gritstone 

Flagstone « . . 

Gritotone - - - 

Laminated Grits and plates 

Simonside Limestone - 
"Flagstone - * . 

Plate .... 

Grit *. - - . 



feet. 
- 70 



:} 



80 
- 30 



Wanting^ 
Yoredale Grit. 
Wanting. 



- > 350 



Limeatene < Plate - 



Gronp. 



Hardrow Limestone 

Gritstone 

Plate and Ironstone 



30 

> 160 

- 20 

100 

'- 40 
I 100 



Yoredale Sand- 
stones. 



Black shales, 
with thin 
earthj lime- 
stones? 



y 



Assuming that the sandstone bed, No< 4 on the Ingleborough section, 
represents the Toredale Grit, it follows that the Laminated Grit below 
the Main Limestone in Wenslejdale is the equivalent of the same bed, 
for thej both lie immediately below the Main Limestone. 

The sandstones in the beds marked No. 6 on the Ingleborough sec- 
tion, and in the Hawes Flagstone Group of Wetisleydale, are hard, fine-^ 
grained^ and rerj siliceous, and hare sometimes a calcareous cement : 
they agree so closely in all these particulars with the Yoredale sand- 
stones of our present country, that I yenture to think they will turn out 
to be the true equivalents of tiiese latter beds. Of the interbedded 
limestones Ihere is no trace in Derbyshire and Stafibrdshire^ but we do 
find oaleareous sandstones among the middle Yoredale beds of those 
counties l whence it would beem likely that in one case there was a 
pl^Ltiful and in the othef a spare supply^ of carbonate of lime, but that 
In other respects the two agree fkirly well. 

The black shales sjid limestones at the bottom of the Derbyshire and 
Stafibrd^ire Yoredale Group seem to be wanting or feebly represented 
under Ingleborough s they maybe the equivalents of the Black Limestone 
Group of Wensleydale^ or of the lower part of it ; but I have seen too 
little of tiiO latter beds to hazard an opinion. 

Millstone Grit. — The gradual thinning away of this formation to 
tlie south-west has been already mentioned in the course of Ihis memoir. 



♦ Geology of Torkshire, vol. ii., p. 87* 
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We will now give shortly tlie hialory of each bed from its full de- 
velopement in the north till it either diea away or ia covered up by the 
New Eed Sandstoae oe the south. The aet of comparative sections in 
Fig. 28. 18 intended to show the changes in the GritstoDe eeries ; we 
there see that the Rough Rock or topmoat bed keepa pretty much the 
same thickne-ss of from HO to 100 feet throughout, though at New Millw 
it awells out locally to fully 200 feet : it ia alao for the most part coarse 
and maesive aa far south aa the latitude of Leek, but beyond that line 
becomea finer, and round the edges of the Cheadle Coal-field and 
about BM;nall is a aoft red sandatone ; at Wetley Roc^s, though not 
very coarae, it aomewhat recovers itself, and forms bold massive cliffs. 

The Haslingden Flags, or second Grit, rua on with very much the 
same character, and with a thickness of 100 to 140 feet, till about five 
miles south-weat of Buxton, where they die out somewhat suddenly. 
(See p. 52.) 

The little coal lying at the base of the shales between the second 
and third Grits is one of the most peraistent beda of the series, and ia 
found here and there over the whole district. Its average thickness 
is about one foot, but it swells out to four feet six inches near Buxton, 
and is found four feet thick on Congleton Edge. 

The Third Grit ia present over the whole of the district. In the 
eictreme north it is about 400 feet in thickness, coarse and massive. 
It shows some signs of weakness near Whaley Bridge, where for a 
time it seems to pass into a flaggy sandstone, but it soon returns to its 
old form, and though it comes down to about 140 feet in thickness 
near Buxton, it ia a very atriking masa of gritstone and conglomeral*, 
with bold escarpmenta on each side of the Goyt Trough, as far south 
as The Roaches, 

It lessens in thickness in the same way on the west side of the Anti- 
clinal Fault, and is about 100 feet thick round Macclesfield, and for the 
most part not very coarae. 

On either aide of the Biddulph Trough, in Rudyerd Basin and round 
the edges of the Cheadle Coal-field this bed Is very changeable ; some- 
times a coarse and massive grit making good eac^'pments, as at Cloud 
Hill, north of Cheddleton, and about Foxt ; at others a soft fine red 
sandstone, making no feature. Its thickness is about 100 feet, but at 
Wetley Farm, as already mentioned, it seems to have dwindled down 
to about 20, and to be on the point of dying out altogether. In spite 
of all these changes this bed keeps more than any other a certain 
masslveness of structure to the last. 

The Fourth or Kinder Scovt Grit shows much more striking changes 
than any yet noticed. It is in the north a very coarse, massive grit- 
stone and conglomerate, in two beds parted by ahale, and reaches a 
thickness of 800, and here and there, perhaps, 1,000 feet. Thus we 
see it about Hayfield, but before reaching Chapel-en- le-Frith it has 
already fallen ofi^ greatly both in thickness and character. It next 
comes out to-day round the flanks of Combs Moss, and on either side 
of the Saltersford valley, and here ia represented by two grit beds, 
which we have called the fourth and fifth grits, parted by shale. The 
grits are neither of them very coarse, and the thichness of the whole 
group is not more than 300 feet. This is the foi-m which it keeps over 
the whole of the rest of the district. 

The fourth is a veiy changeable bed, sometimes a crumbly red grit, 
as oa Axe Edge ; sometimes a very close-grained, fine gritstone, as 
beneath The Roaches and at Rudyerd ; and sometimes a flaggy sand- 
Bioae : it ia not seen in the Goyt Trough Boufti. ot Bvwacott, and we 
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have alread; mentioned that it thins &way step by step till at last it 
dies out altogether in the Biddnlph and Rudjerd Basins. The fifth 
bed seema to die oat somswhat earlier than the fourth. The thick 
tnaaa of the Kinder Scout GrriC therefore disappears entirely before the 
southern boundary of the country we have been describing. 

Fig. 28. 

Ck»IFABATIVE SeGTIOMS OF THE MiLLSIONE trRlT. 




d. IShaleg. 

e. Third Grit, 

/. Shales. 

In Fig. 1. 
g, Kioder Scoot Grit 

In Figs. 2-6. 

Z'^^rit. j Kinder Scoat Grit 

One point more oaJls for notice. On the top of each of the Grit 
beds there are traces, more or lesa distinct, of coal. The Feather-edge 
Coal lies on the Bough Rock ; there is.a little coal on the top of the 
Second Grit near Buxton ; a coal lies very frequently on the top of 
the Third Grit ; we have no coal on the top of the Fourth Grit in the 
present country, but thin seams, accompanied by Ganniater or Gan- 
nister-like rock, are found on that horizon in Lattiaabuc. TtftTWM^, 
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thick-bedded gi'its, Q.nd the finely laminated shales that ]ie b^tw^fi 
them, must of course have been deposited under very different mt^QIA'' 
stances ; and these coal-beds seei» to point out t^at in the i^teryak 
during which these changes we?d being brought about, each g?it>ib^ 
became for a time a land surface. 



Coal-measures, — It may be worth while to see how far the Coal- 
measures of North Staffordshire agree with the Lancashire type. The 
general section of the Lower Coal-measures of Lancashire is as 
follows : 

1. Flags of Rochdale and UphoUand. 

2. Shales and micaceous sandstones, with a group of fpujr or five thin 

coals. The roofs of the coals pontain a well-marked gfoup of marine 
fossils. The coals have Gannister floorfl^ notably in one case, and 
here and there in others. 

3. Shales with a thick sandstone bed, knpwn as the Wpodliead Hill 

Rock. 

4. The Feather-edge Coal, resting directly op the Rough Rock. 

This type prevails throughout the belt of Coal-rmeasures runuiag 
down from Hyde to Macclesfield, as indeed it ought, fqf tl^is is nothing 
but a limb of the Lancashire Coal-field, 

It can also be very clearly traced in the little coal-basins of the Goyt 
Trough as far south as Goldsitch. In the Cheadle Basin the bsematite 
of Froghall takes the place of the Feather-edge Coal, but the Woodhead 
Hill Hock* and the thin coals with their marine fossils (No. 2.) are 
found. We may say then that upon the whole the Lower Ooal-measures 
of the Goyt Trough agree well with those of Lancashire« 

Between the measures of the Pottery Coal-field and those of 
Lancashire there is a general family likeness, but w}ien we come to 
details the two do not agree very well. In both we have in tjie upper 
part red and purple clays with limestone yielding SpirQfhiB carho- 
narius,\ In the middle measures I do not know that any one }ias been 
able to identify the coal seams of the two fields, but marine fos^ils have 
been discovered, upon about the same horizon as those of Ashton- 
under-Lyne,t by Mr. J. Ward, in the bass above the Bay Coal and in 
the Priorsfield bass of the Pottery district ; the species, however, in 
the two cases are for the most part diff(Brent.§ We have in the Pottery 
Coal-field no trace of the Upholland Flags of Lancashire, and it is 
therefore not easy to say where the line between the Middle and Lower 
Measures is to be drawn. The lower coals of Wetley Moor and Bid- 
dulph have the same fossils in their roofs as those of Lancashire, but 
they do not agree in number and place with the latter. Lastly, low 
down in the measures is a thick sandstone bed which holds about the 
same place as the Woodhead Hill Rock of Lancashire, and may repre- 
sent it. 



Before laying down my pen, I would wish to point out how well the 
country we have been describing is suited for observing the important 
part which atmospheric and river action must have pU^ed in bringing 



-A. .(> 



♦ See a paper by Mr. J). W. Binney, Lit. and Philos. Soc. of Manchester, vol. xii^ 
p. 34. 

t Iron Ores of Great Britain (Mepi. Geol. Survey), Pprt IV., p. SI59. %B bfd 
wa8 also pointed out to me by Mr. J. Ward, of Longton. 
1 Geology of th« Country around Oldham (Mem. GeoL SurFcy), p. «4. 
f For a list of these fossiUi, see Appendix, p, 94, 
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abeut the present shape of the ground. No one who marks well the 
irork done hj the brooks every winter, will hesitate to allow that they 
alone ore quite able, if time enough be given, to have scooped out the 
greater part, if not the whole, of the present valleys. 

The plan of these memoirs does not allow of a full discussion of tliJa 
very interesting subject, ajid I shall therefore only point out ouo wuy 
in wliich tlie action of a small brook may have lioUowed out a very 
wide as well as deep valley. The woodcut, fig 29., is a section acruas 
Ashop Clougfa on the north side of the High Peak ;* and this case its 
chosen because it shows in a more marked way tbau any valley lu our 
own immediate district that I can think of, the mode of action which 
I &acy has been the cause of very many other valleys throughout the 
connt^. 

Fig. 29. 

SSCTION ACHOSS THE VaLLEV OV AsHOF ClOUGU. 




The darker part lepresents the surface and position of the rocks at 
the present day. No. 1 is a bed of gritstone resting on the shales 
No. 2, below which there lies a thick uandstono bed, No. 3. Tht> 
brook now flows for some distance over tlie top of the sandstone bed, 
as at A, with a steep cliff of shale on the soutli side, which it is daily 
undermining and wearing further back. Now suppose that the faint 
line at the top of the figure is the nearly level surface wliich would 
result from long-lasting marine denudation, and Ihftt a brook ran 
parallel to the course of tbt! present one tlirougli 11. ; this brook would 
cut down through the shales till it reached the top of the sandstone, 
Ko. 3, the hardness of which would prevent its cutting any deeper ; 
It vrould then attack the little cliff of shale on its south bank, under- 
mining and eating it back, and so step by st^p wearing its way and 
shifting its channel further to the south till it came into itt present 
position, having in the mean time flowed in turn at the foot of a 
succession of such cliffs as C, D, and E. At the same time rain, 
frost, and the action of the air will vastly aid the stream in its work 
of destruction, by loosenine masses of rock from the face of the clilli 
which falling into the brook will be ground down and carried away by 
the running water. 

Moreover, when this process had gone on for some time, and the 
valley had been so far enlarged as greatly to increase the volume of 
water in the brook, the latter might gain strength enough to cut down 
into the sandstone bed ; and once there it would eat out a deep narrow 
ravine, for the sandstone, unlike the shale, would form solid dills 
able to hold out against the action of the weather ; and not easily 
undermined. In this way, I think, we may account for the curious 

• la Uap 61 N.G. 
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behaviour of several streams, which seem to have chosen to cut a deep 
narrow channel through solid grit beds, rather than through a band of 
more easily worked shales lying hard by. 

A kindred subject is that of landslips, which call for a passing 
notice. 

It often happens, when a steep cliff or hill side of shale is capped by 
solid rock, that the former has been undermined, and has given way 
beneath the weight of the overlying rock, huge masses of which have 
slid down into the valley beneath, sometimes with so much regularity 
that each bed in the cliff above can be clearly traced in the mound 
below, and it sometimes looks as if these tumbled lumps could be lifted 
up and fitted back again into the hollow they have left, so little broken 
are they by their fall. With respect to the cause which brought about 
these slips, my colleague Mr. Hull writes to me : " My own impression 
" with respect to some of them at least is, that they occurred when the 
" latest waters of the glacial sea were retiring, and when, by their 
^' power in undermining the rock-capped banks, such slips, at that 

time coast slips, were more likely to take place on a large scale 

than at a later period." I think the unbroken state of many of the 
slipped masses is against this notion, for if they had lain for long at 
the foot of a sea cliff they must have been ground down into mud and 
shingle. I lean rather to the idea that they have been caused by the 
action of rain, springs, and frost upon the shales. Two instances of 
very large landslips in the neighbourhood of The Peak, dating only a 
few years back, have come under my notice, and as these have been 
brought about by atmospheric agency alone, the same may have been 
the case with all. 

The finest landslip in our district is at Coombs Edge, near Glossop. 
The following account of it is from the note-book of Mr. Hull : — 
*' This hill, which rises to a height of 1,356 feet, is of a horse-shoe 
^^ form, and being capped by Millstone Grit presents a mural escarp- 
^^ ment on both sides. On the inner side the fianks are covered with 
^^ landslips, which near the centre of the curve assume an outline of 
wonderful regularity, like a series of small escarpments repeated by 
faults, all nearly of the same form." 

A. H. G. 
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APPENDIX ON THE FOSSILS. 



Mountain Limestone. 

The fbUowing list of foesils from the Mountam Limestone of Staffordshire is 
r^rinted, with the aathor's permission, frt>m a chapter on the Geolofi^y of the 
neighbourhood of Leek contributed by Mr. T. Wardle to " The Ancient History 
of Leek bv Mr. J. Sleigh " (Leek, R. Nail, 1863). 

The wnole has heSi revised by Mr. Etheridge, and some eictra-British 
mdes, which are given on the authority of Mr. Wardle's list alone, are marked 
tnus X. 



Sab-fijngdom, 

ProTmce - ABTICUL AT A . 

Class - - Cbustacka. 



Brachfmetopua OwraiicuM (f), De Yem. 
Griffithuietdobiceps, Fortlock. 
PhMipsia Srogmiartii, Fischer. 
P. Derhieims, Martin. 



P. pustulata, Schloth. 
P. teminifera, Phil. 
Cyclus radialis, De Kon. 



Frorince - ANN ULAT A. 
CUbss - - Annelida. 

Serpida paraOela, McCoy. 



Plafycrinus Ittvis, Miller. 
P. dUptwu9, Phillips. 



Province - ANNULOIDA. 

Class - - ECHIHODIfiRlfATA. 

I Pentremites Derbienns, Phillips. 



Sub-Kingdom, XO&&VSCA. 
Province 1. - ODONTOPHORA. 
Class - - Cephalopoda. 



NautUus biangukUuSf Sew. 
N, bu&ialis, PhU. 
N. cariniferus. Sow. 
N, costafia, Phil. 
N. dors€dis, Phil. 
X N, Edwardgianuty De Kon. 
N, ghbatus. Sow. 
N, ingenSf Martin. 
iV. Luidiiy Martin. 
iV. mulHcarinatuSf Sow. 
N, triangulatus, Sow. 
iV. tuberculatus. Sow. 
Discites hexagonusy De Kon. 
D. subsulcattu, PhlL 
D. ndeatuSf Phil. 
2>. tetroffonus, Phil. 
Orthocereu arcuatum, Phil. 
O. Breynii, Martin. 
O, cinctttm. Sow. 
O. demtyliophorunij De Kon. 
O.filifervm, PhiL 
O.Justforme, Phil. 
O, Goldfusaianumy De Kon. 
O. ifUBquiseptuMf Phil. 
O. UMolatuM, Phil. 



O. reticukUum, Phil. 
O. subcaniculatitmf De Kon. 
O. undulatunif Sow. 
O. unguis, Phil. 
Gomphoceras, 

Cyrtoceras annulatumt Phil. 
C. Gesnerif Martin. 
X Gyroceras serratutHy De Kon. 
GoniatUes caiixy Phil. 
G, crenistriOy Phil. 
G. excavatua, Phil. 
G. GUbertsonty PhiL 
G. Henslowi, Phil. 
G. implicatusy Phil. 
G. intercostalisy Phil. 
G. Looneyiy Phil. 
G. ntTu/ttf, PhU. 
G. cbtususy Phil. 
G. reticulatusy Phil. 
G. rutiformisy Phil. 
G. spirorbisy Phil. 
G. spharicusy Phil. 
G. 8triatu8y Phil. 
G. ^runcadtf, Phil. 
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Class, Ftesopoda. 
Comdaria quadrisidcata^ Sow. 

Class, GASTIBBpPOpA. 



Natica ampliata, Phil. 
iV. eUiptica, Phil. 
N. Hratay Phil. 
N. plicistria, Phil. 
N, spirata, Sow. 
N. tabtdata, Phil. 
JV. variata^ Phil. 
Eulima PhiUipsiana, De Kon. 
Loxonema constricta. Sow. 
Z, rugifera, Phil. 
Z. scafaroid€<h Phil. 
Z. sulculoaa, PhiL 
Z. tumida, Phil. 
Macrocheilua acutus, Sow. 
J(f. curvilineus, Phil. 
Jl^. globularis, Phil. 
Jfl imbricatuSf PhiL 
3f. rectilineus, Phil. 
ilf. sigmalirieus, PhiL 
TurriteUa spiralis, PhiL 
71 suturalis, Phil. 
7\ tenuistriata, Phil. 
Turbo biserialis, PhiL 
T. semisulcatus, Phil. 
X TVocAuA Hisingerianus, De Kon. 
71 yt;an«, Lev. 
Euomphalus acutus. Sow. 
jE^. cegualis, Sow. 
j&. ca/^or, Phil. 
j&. catiUus, Sow. 
jB. dfipressus, Sow. 
JEJ. Dionysii, Goldf. 
J?. pentangulatuSf Phil. 
jF. pHeovftideus, Phil. 
j&. pugiiiSf Phil. 
£. tabulatus, PhiL 
Phanerotinus cristatus, 6ow. 
P. nuduSf Sow. 
Platyschisma gMrata, Phil. 
P. helicoides. Sow. 
P. ovoidea, Phil. 



P. (lara, Sow. 

Pleurotomaria abdita, Phil. 

P. atomariaf PhiL 

P. biserrata, Phil. 

P. conica, Phil. 
X P. Eliana, De Kon. 

P. excavatOt Phil. 

P. /tiii6ata, PhiL 

P. wmoJifera, Phil. 
X p. Murchisoniaj D*Arch. 

P. rotundata. Sow. 

P. spiralis, PhiL 

P. strialis, Phil. 

P. utriatc^, 3ow. 
X P. tceniafa, De Dern. 

P. tomatUiSy Phil. 

P. tumida, Phil. 

P. i;i7toto, Phil, 

Capulus angustus, Phil. 

C neritoides, Phil. 

C. trilobatus, Phil. 

C. fuii/er, Phil. 

C vetustus, Phil. 

Metoptoma elUptica, Phil. 

jif. oblonga, Phil. 

Jtf. pileus, Phil. 

Patella curvata, Phil. 

P. mucronata, Phil. 

P. retrorsa^ Phil. 

P. scutiformisy Phil. 

P. sinuosa, PhiL 

Dentaliumpriscvm, Goldf. 

Porcelia Woodwardii, Sow. 

Bellerophon apertus. Sow. 

P. cornu'ttrietis, Sow. 

P. costatus, Sow. 

P. Ferussaci, D'Orb. 

P. hivlcw. Sow. 

P. tenuifascia^ So^nt. 

P. C/rii, Flem. 



Province 2. LAIVIELLIBRANCHIATA. 



Avicula cycloptera^ Phil. 

y(. laminosa, Phil, 

^. lunubata, JPhiL 

^. radiaJis, Phil. 

^. squamosa, Phil. 

Postdonomya vetusta, Sq^. 
X P. Becheri, Goldf. 

Aviculopecten arenpsus, P)»^. 
X ^. Bosquetianus, De KoQ. 

^ deornatvji, PhiL 

^. dissimilis, Flem. 

^. Dumontianus, {varJ) De ^on. 

.^. eUipticus, PhU. 

^. fimbriatuSy (yar,) PhU. 

^. inter stitialis, PluL 

^. plicatus, Phil. 

^. simplex, De Kon. 

^* steuark, PhiL 



' ^. subhbatm, PhiL 
^. tesselatus, Phil. 
X ^. villanus, De Koo. 
Gervillia inconspicua, PhiL 
Pinna flabeUifonmf lliurtin. 
P. spatula, McCoy* 

Myalina aryphu^, PorU. 

J/. lameUosa, De ]S^Qn. 

ModioUt elongata, Phil. 

J/, grantdosa, Phil. 

3f. lingualis, Phil. 

Jlf. squamifera, Phil. 

^ca cancellata, Martin, 

Cucullcea arguta, Phil* 
X C McCoy ana, DeKon. 
X (7. Kainusana, De Kon. 

Ctenodonta cuneat(t, PhiL 

C gibbosa, Flem. 
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C. undvUatay PhiL 
; Solemya abbreviata^ Jfyk. 
; S, paraOehf Byk. 
iS^. primcBva, FhU. 
Axinus axiniformis, Phil, 
Dolabra (f) 8ecurifonni§. McCoy. 
Conocardium tdtforme, pow. 
C, armatum, Phil, 
C fjunodr, Phil. 
C. rostratunif Mart. 
C trigonalef Phil. 
Cypricardia yktbrata, PhiL 
CparaUela, PhiL 
C. rhomhea, Phil. 



C trapezoidialisy De Kon. 

Sanguinolites angmtaf^, PhiL 

i9. arcuatus, Phil. 

iS. oblongus, McCoy. 

i9. tricostatus, De Kon, 

Myacites gibbosa, Sow. 

JHf. tumida, PhiL 

Cardiomorpha oblomaa, Sow. 

Cardiomorpha lamemta^ De Kop. 

C laminata, PhiL 
X C. striata^ De Kon. 
X C sulcata^ De Kon. 

Edmondia uniformity PhiL 

Edmondia sulcata, Phil. 



ProYteci? 8. MOLLUSCOIDA. 
Cliuis - Brachiopoopa, 



ITerebratula hastata. Sow. 

7. sacculuSf Martin. 

7. vesicularis, De Kon. 

^thyria ambigua. Sow. 

^. Carringtoniana, Davidson. 

ul. expansay Phil. 

ul, globularis, Phil. 

^. latneUosa, Lev. 

.^ planostdcataf PhiL 

^. Boyssii, McCoy. 

^. subtilita. Hall. 

Jtetzia radialiSf Phil. 

i{. ulotrix, De Kon. 

Spirifera Carlukiensis, Davidson. 

iS^. convoluta, PhiL 

5. cristata, Sow. 

iS. cuspidata, Martin. 

5. distansy Sow. 

iS^. duplicostata, Phil. 

iS^. eUiptica, Phil. 

5. gUAra, Martin. 

Do., var. linguiferay PhiL 

Do., var. decora, Phil. 

iS. insculptaf PhiL 

iS. integricosta, PhiL 

5. lineata, Miutin. 

Do., var. retictUa, PhiL 

5. ovalisj Phil. 

^. pinguia, var. rotundata, Sow. 

fi^. planata^ PhiL 

i9. rhomboidea, PhiL 

iS^. striata, Martin. 

i9. subconica, Martin. 

iS^. triangidaris, Mfurtin. 

i9. trigonalis, Martin. 

iS^. triradiaUs, PhiL 

5. i7rtV, Flem. 

Spiriferina laminosa, McCoy. 

^rtina septosa, PhiL 

WiynchoneUa acuminata, Martin, 

/}. angulata, Linnsus. 

J7. CarringUmiana, Davidson. 

U. cordiformis. Sow. 

E.flezi8tria, PhiL 

iJ. gregaria, McCoy. 

1?. pleurodon, Phil. 

J7. pugnus, Martin. 

i{. reni/ormis, Sow. 



i?. trilatera^ DeJSon. 
i?. Wettoniensis, Davidson. 
Camarophoria crumena, Martin. 
(7. globuHna, Phil. 
Orthis KeyserUngianaf DeKon. 
O. Michelinif Lev. 
O. resupinata, DaUnan. 
Stropkomena anaJoga, PhiL 
Streptorhyncus crentstria, Phil. 
Da, var. JTeZ/ti, McCoy. 
S^. radialis, Phil. 
Productus actdeatusj Martin. 
P. Cam'R^to»uinu«, Davidson. 
jP. cora, D'Orh. 
P. costatusj Sow. 
P. ennineus, De Kon. 
P.Jlmbriatus, Sow. 
P. giganteus, Martin. 
P. humerosus. Sow. 
P. Keyserlingianus^ De Kon. 
P. KoninckianuSy De Demeoil. 
P. latissimus. Sow. 
P. longispinus, Sow. 
P. margaritaceus, PhiL 
P. mesohbus, Phil. 
P, plicatilis. Sow. 
P. proboscideusy De VemeuiJ. 
P. punctatusy Martiq. 
P. pustulosus, Phil. 
P. scabricuhtSy Sow. 
P. semireticulatusy Martin. 
P. sinuatus, De Kon, 
P. spinvhsusy Sow. 
P. striatusy Fischer. 
P. subkevisy De Kon. 
P. toMdb^itf, DeKon. 
P. ufula^iM, Defrance. 
P. WrighHi, Davidsoi^ 
P. Youngianusy Davidson. 
Chonetes Buehiana, De Kon. 
X C Dabnaniana, De Kon. 
C HardrensiSy Phil. 
C papUionaceay Phil, 
Dtsdna nitida, Phil. 
Lingula mytiloides. Sow. 
Z. squamiformis, Phil, 
CVonta quadrata, McCoy. 
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Glauconome anceps, Schloth. 
G. bipinnata, Phil. 
G. ptuma, PhiL 
FenesfeHaJlabellata, Phil. 
F. irregularis, Phil. 
F, membranacea, Phil. 
F, noduhsa, PhU. 
F. tenuijUa, Phil. 



Class, PoLTzoJU 

F. undulata, Phil. 
Sulcorelepora parallela, Phil. 
Ptyloporaflustriformis, Phil. 
Polypora laxa, Phil. 
P. pohfporata, Phil. 
Ceriopora rhombifera, Phil. 
Pustuhpora oculata, Phil. 
P. spicvlaris, Phil. 



Sab-Kingdom, 
Class 



- ACTINOZOA. 



Columnaria (^Beaumontid) laxa, 

McCoy. 
Favosites incrustans, Phil. 
P. parasitica, McCoy. 
Alveolites depressa, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
.^. septosa, Hem. 

Chatetes tumidus, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
Michdina tenuisepta, De Kon. 
Syringopora geniculata, Phil. 
5'. /oara, Phil. 
iS. ramulosa, Goldf. 
Cyatkaxonia cornu, Michelin. 



C. Stuckburyii, M. Edw. 
C Trr^Afii, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
Amplexus caraUoides, Sow. 
^. cornu-bovis, Michelin. 
A. spinosus, De Kon. 
Lithostrotion affiTie,M, Edw. & J. Haime. 
X. basaltiforme, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
Z. irregulare, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
L.junceum, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
Z. Martini, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
Z. Porilockii, M. Edw. & J. Haime. 
Zaphrentis cornucopia, M. Edw. & J. 
Haime. 



CyathophyUum regium, Phil. 

A list of fossils from the Mountain Limestone in the valley of the river Dove, 
near Longnor, will be found on page 6 of the explanation of the Horizontal 
Section^ No. 57, of the Geological Survey. Park Hill and Chrome Hill, about 
two miles N.N.W. of Longnor, are very rich localities. 



YoREDALE Rocks. 

The species in the following list were determined by Mr. Etheridge^ with the 
exception of those marked S., which were named by Mr. Salter. 



Yoredale Grit. 

1 6. in the 
section on p. 17. 



Beds below the 
Yoredale Grit, 
I c. in the sec- 
tion on p. 17. 



Cahmites SigiUaria, and other 
Plants. 



Plants (S.) 

Goniatites 

G, excavatus (S.), Phil. 



G, obtusus, Phil. 

G, reticvlatus, Phil. - 

G. striatus. Sow, 

G. truncatus (S.), Phil. 



Macrocheilus ? sp. - 
Avicuh pecten papyraceus, Goldf. 
nltematus, McCoy 



-fibrillosus, Salter - 



Ctenodonta gibbosa, Flem. 
Inoceramus 

Modiola (S.) - 
Myalina - - - 



Chonetes tuberculata, McCoy 
Discina nitida, Phil. 
Productus longispinus. Sow. 



/ 

* See p. 56. 



^tus iongisptnus, dow. - >> 
— semireticidatus. Mart. I 
rhynchus crenistriq,, PhU. [J 



Quarries on Leek Waste. 



ritterswoi-th lleservoir,nearLeek.* 
Bearda Mill, near Leek.f 
Tittersworth Reservoir, near 

Leek.* Brook west of Barley 

Ford, Bosley.l 
Congleton Edge.§ 
Brook west of Barley Ford, 

Bosley.J 
Congleton Edge.§ 
Brook west of Barley Ford, 

Bosley.:]: Tittersworth Reser- 
voir, near Leek.* 
Congleton Edge.§ 
Beaida Mill, near Leek.f 
S. W. of Wood Hay, near Con* 
gleton.§ 
Congleton Edge.§ 
S.W. of Wood Hay, near Con- 

gleton.§ 
Tittersworth Reservoir, Leek.* 
Brook W. of Barley Ford, 

Bosley.J S. W. of Wood Hay, 

Congleton.§ 



} 



Congleton Edge.§ 



Streptorhynchus 



t Sec p. 54, 



\ ^ec V- ^T 



%^^^,n*i. 
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Toredale 
Sandstones. 


Cahmites, and other 
Plants. 


Gnn Hill, near Leek. 


Black Bliales and 
thin limestones. 


Branched fucoids (S.) 
Avicuhpecten papyraceua 9 - 


Qnarry half a mile W. of Over 

Acre. Mixon.* 
Near Mixon. 



* The lowest group of the Yoredale Kocks is for the most part very barren of 
fossils. This qoarrj, I think, deserves further search. 

The exact place in the series of the following fossils is doubtful, so I place 
tbem by themselves. The localities were pointed out to me by Mr. Wardle, 
and the species determined by Mr. Salter. 



Croniaiites bilinguis, Salter 

G. excavatuSf (?) Phil. - 
G. micronatus (?) 
G. rettcuJatus, Phil, 
G., large sp. . - . 
G., sp. - - - - - 
Orthoceras cinctum, Sow. 
Nautilus aubauhatus 
AnthrticopUra ... 
Avicuhpecten papyraceusif Goldf.f 
Cardiomorpha f - 
Ctenodonta gibbosOf Flem. 
JPosidonia f - 
Diacina nitida, Phil. 
Annelid tracks ... 
Spirorbis carbonarius,^ McCoy 



Felt House Wood, 4 miles S. by W. from 
Leek ; in sinkings for ironstone. 

Do. 
The Combes, 3 miles S.S.E. of Leek. 

Do., and Felt House Wood. 
Felt House Wood, 
The Combes,* 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



* See p. 60. 



t On the authority of Mr. Wardle. 



Millstone Grit. 



The only fossils noticed in this formation have been Lepidodendron, Sigillaria, 
and Calamites here and there iu the grit beds, and Avicuhpecten papyraceus 
with Croniatites in the roofs of the little coals. 



Lower Coal Measures. 
Measures of the Goldsitch Basin (pp. 26 aud 53).* 



Bassy Seam. 



Shales above the 
Bassy Seam. 



IjepidodendroHf sp. - - - 
Ulodendron - • r - - 
Favularia nodosa, Lindl. 
Calamites Suchowii, Brong - 
Stigmaria ficoides, Broug. 
Goniatites - - - - - 
Orthoceras (?) - 
Avicuhpecten papyraceus^ Goldf. - 

Neuropteris affinis, and fish in iron- 
stone nodules. 



!■ 



Western outcrop below 
Goldsitch Houses. 



I Eastern outcrop in the 
[ Goldsitch Brook. 



V Goldsitch Brook. 



* The species marked M. are given on the authority of Mr. Molyneux, fh>m a list 
drawn up by him and lent to me by Mr. T. Ward of Longton ; the remainder of the 
species were determined by Mr. Salter. 
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Cannel Seam. 



Measures above 

the Cannel 

Seam. 



Thick Seam. 



Thin Seam. 



Silver Seam. 



Anihrficona ticuta, Sow* - " 

PaUBoniscus - - - *) 

MegcUicthys Hibbertif Ag. - >M. 

Rhizodus - - - - J 

Pecopteris Serliif Brong. 
SphenopteHs H&ninghausi, Brong. - 
Spirorhia earbonariuSf McCoy 
Cytheropsis _ - - 

Anthracosia ovalis. Mart. - »M. 

robusta, Sow. 

Acanthodes _ - - 



Megalicihys ffibberti, Ag. 

Paiaoniscus 

Rhizodus - - - 



'- |m. 



Ooniaiites Listeri, Mart 
AvunJopecten papyraceus, Goldf. 

Anthracosia - - - - 

Posidonia Gibsoni - - ^M. 

Megalidthya Hibberti, Ag. 

PaleBoniitus - - - 

Rhizodus - - - - 



Palaaniscus 
Rhizodus 



■} 



M. 



G^ldsitchHoaseB. 



Goldsitcli Brook. 
Do. 



Lower Coal Measures of the Biddulph Trouoh[ (p. 27)i 



Two Foot or 
Little Bow. 

Fonr Foot or 
Crabtree. 



Modiola (?) ! A quarter of ft mile W. of 

Ontwood Gate, Biddttltili. 

Goniatites Listeri, Mart, - - ;i ^,, « „. . t tj-ii 

Orthoceras - - - - - l^*^ Colliery at Lea Mill 
Aviculopecten papyraceus, Gom - J F(M^«»* near Congleton. 



Middle Coal Measures. 

A list of fossils from the Middle Measures of the Pottei^ Coal Field will be 
found in Part IV. of the Iron Ores of Great Britain (Memoirs of the Geological 
Survey). Some new marine forms have lately been discovered by Mr. T. Ward, 
of Longton, in the Bay Coal Bass and the Pfioft^eld Bass, beds well up in the 
Middle Coed Measures,'*' and, perhaps, on about the same horizon as the strata 
near Ashton-under-Lyne, which yielded marine fossils.f At mv asking, 
Mr. Ward kindljr placed these fossils in the hands of Mr. Salter, who has deter- 
) mined the following species. 



Otmiatites Looneyi, Phil. 
^ „ Listeri, Mart. 

„ sp. like Listeri 
Nautilus ifiiscites) falcatus^ Sow. 
Macroch^uSj sp. - - 

Aviculopecten papyraceuSf Goldf. 
Ctenodonta, sp. ? 




Priorsfield Bass. 



* Iron Ores of Great Britam, Part IV. j^. 261. 

t Greology of the Country round Oldham (Metts. ui GeoL Svlrrey), p. 64. 
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Anthracosia omUi, Mart. •• 

„ cumta. Sow. 

n latercUis, Brown 

Anthracoptera quadrata. Sow. - 

Anihracomyaf new s^). 

Lingula mytdoides. Sow. 
„ squamijbrmis, Phil. 

Discina nitida, Phil. 

Beyrichia arcuata, Bean 



Bay Coal Bass. 



X 
X 



Priorsfield Bass. 



X 
X 
X 

V 

^\ 

X 
X 



Drift. 

List of Shells found in the *' Middle Sand and Gravel " at the New Cemetery, 

Macclesfield. 

These sheUs were filrst noticed by Mr. Sainter, And for several months the 
cuttings were daily watched by Mr. Lowe. In the large collection gathered by 
the latter, there are several shells undoubtedly spurious, which had been palmed 
off by the workmen on the collector 5 these, however, can be picked out at a 
glance by their look and unaltered state, and are besides tropical species. From 
Mr. Etheridge I have a list of the names of a number of the inol^ perfect 
specimens which were submitted to him. The whole batch has since been 
very carefully looked over by Mr. Darbishire, who has kindly allowed me 
to print the following list and accompanying remarks from his manuscript 
notes. 

Mr. Darbishire says, ** All the specimens are either much broken, even into 
small fragments, or much rolled and worn. A certain number may be put on 
one side as bearing the appearance of greater apparent freshness, having 
parted with less animal matter. These uniformly show signs of gre^t attri- 
tion. They are noted in the colunm headed B. 

" The species noted in the column headed A. present, as a whole, a facies bf 
more complete fussilization, being often friable, and all, except only in the 
case of minute convolute shells, particularly broken up into little pieces. A few 
species, particular specimens of which appear to be of doubtful authority, are 
" marked D. ; the obviously spurious sheUs have not been noticed." I have 
added two species, marked with the letter E., not in Mr. Darbishire's list, on the 
authority of Mr. Etheridge. 



€< 



tt 



<t 



(S 



a 



« 



ti 



References. — c, common, f., frequent, r., rare. v. r., very rare. 



Species. 


A. 

r. 


B. 


Remarks. 


Phalas crispata, Linn. 






P. Candida, Linn. 


•• ^ 


V. r. 


D. 


Ml/a truncata, Linn. - 


f. 






M. arenaria, Linn. - 


v. r. 






Psammohiaferroensis fihemmiz 


f. 


- 


Many fragments : remarkably thick. 


Donax anatinus, Lamark 


- 


V. r. 




Tellina solidula, Poltney 


c. 


f. 


VYhoie valves and fi-agments : many D, 


T, tenuis (E.), Da. Costa. 








Mactra solida, Linn. 


r. 


^ »m 


Valves and fragments. 


Lutraria eUiptica, Lanl« 


V. r. 






Cytherea chione, Linn. 


f. 






Venus verrucosa (E.), Linn. 








F. striatula, Donovftti H 


r. 


V. r. 


Fragments. 
Valves. D. 


Artemis lincta, Pnlt 


r. 




• 
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C'jprina Islandica, Linn 
Astarle elliplica. Brown 
A. are/tea, Gray 
Cardium echinatum, linn. 



Cardium niticum, IJnD. 

C, Nornerpciun, Spengler 

C. idulf, Linn. 

jMjWIus edulh, Linn. - 

Modiola modiolua, Linn. 

JVucuia 

Area lactea, Linn. 

J'eetuBCuIiu - 

Pectea operculatis, Linn. 

Oatrta edulin. Lion, - 
PaUlIa eulgata, Linn. 
lleataliam entale, Linn. 
Dentalium abi/isonim, Sars. 
Trocftm cineroriua, linn. 



Z. liltaralU, Linn. 

i. mifis, Don. 

Turitelia eommitnit, HiiBO 






^jiarrAau pes-pdica 
Jfatieanitida, Hon. 
N. monoHfna. Lam. - 
Mmtx frinociui, Linn. ■j 

Purf ura fepif/w, Linn, ■[ 

Adisa reiicufoM, Linn. -I 

i\r. ittcaisaia, MiUler 



iaia, Miiller 
n uniiaeiim, Linn. 
It gracilis, Loven 



F. anligutia, Linn. 
Trophon clalhratuTa,lAnn. 
Maageliti lurrieah, Montagn 
Jf. ru/o, MoDtogn 
Q/praa Europta, Montagu 



FngmenU. 
Whole valvei, D. 

Two fragmenU ao named may 1w of 
the lait Bpeciea, bnt qBcr;. 



Fine valret in Mr, SainUT*B eol- 
I lection, ver; betk ; aparioaa. 
I Several ftBgtnenta are very doabtfiiL 



I One in Mr. Sainter's collectlmi 

I BceiDs genuine ; otbera D. ; lu 

i fragment*. 

I Fragments broken, rolled, and much 

I I No tngmtnts observed : 7 D. 

Some of lhe«e are very tnah. D. 



Entire: m 


eb roUed. 






Fragmt^mt) 








Entire ; mncli rolled. 








certain specimens 


D. 




genuine; 


anolber 




■nay be 


(enoine ; 


another 




epidermii 


gpunous 






Fragment* 






Large and Bmall. 







Among these shells Mr. Darbiahire finds the following aii spedes not men- 
tioned in Professor E. Forbes' list of the Pleistocene Fossils of the Brilash Isles 
(Memoirs of Geological Survey, voL I.) : vii- : 

Phaiat Candida. (D.) 
S. Gflherta chione. 
8, CardiviK ratticvm. 



Littorna tittor^. 
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ITiese, with the exception of Littorina littoralis, are all "shells of species 
" which at present reach their northern limit within the British seas, extending 
" on our western shores from the Spanish province ; the species marked S. being 
" characteristically shells of the Spanish or Southern province." 

Of the species common to the Macclesfield drift and Prof. Forbes' list, the 
following reach their southern limit within the British seas : 

Cyprina Islandica. Astarte elUptica, 



Astarte arctica. 



Trophon clathratum. 



While the foUo^ving extend southwards as far as the English Channel : 



Mya truncata. 
„ arenaria. 
Modiola modiolus. 



Bticcinum undatum. 
Fiisus antiquus. 
„ gracilis. 



(t 



" These ten species are in fact northern species extending southwards. Of the 

remainder, the whole range considerably southwards of the British Isles, but 

as a set present a characteristically British aspect." * 

In an outlying patch of sand and gravel near Walker Barn, about three 
miles from Macclesfield on the Buxton road, Mr. Darbishire found the follow- 
ing shells :* 



Tellina solidula, Pultney. 
Mactra^ 

Cytherea chione, Linn. 
Artemis exolita^ Linn. 
„ linctay Pultney. 



Cardium edule, Linn. 

Mytilus, 

Turritella communis, Risso. 

Trophon. 



Since the above was written a paper on these shells has been published by 
Mr. Darbishire in the "Geological Magazine** for July 1866, to which the 
reader is referred for a further description. 



APPENDIX II. 

Additional Observations on the Red Eock Fault at Poynton. 

While these pages were passing through the press some interesting experi- 
ments were being carried out at Poynton Collieries, under the direction of 
Mr. Greenwell, with the object of ascertaining the position and character of the 
Coal-measures on the western side of the " Red Rock " fault. It will be 
observed on referring to the map that the formation which forms the boundary 
of the Poynton Coal-field along the line of the fault is the Lower Permian 
Sandstone. As a large portion of Lord Vernon's property is situated upon 
this and the overlying New Red Sandstone, and the Poynton Coal-field is of 
limited extent, it is naturally a matter of interest and importance to ascertain 
whether the Coal-measures with workable seams extend at moderate depths 
under this tract. With this object a horizontal tunnel was driven westward 
from the Park Pit, at a depth of 200 yards from the surface. After crossing 
the four-foot seam, and at a distance of 437 yards, a large down-throw fault 
was struck, and a series of reddish shales and grits, dipping westward at angles 
varying from 50° to 70°, were entered on the opposite side. On continuing 
the tunnel several smaller faults were crossed, and a seam of coal three feet in 
thickness, unknown in the Poynton district, were passed through. Beyond 
this. Coal-measure shales and clays with stigmaria were proved, and the tunnel 
was left ofP in a reddish grit, similar to those found in the Coal-measures of 
Denton and Hyde. 

Whether the large fault just described is the great " Red Rock " fault or 
another at a small distance to the east of it, is a question which is evidently 
not solved by this experiment, as the Coal-measures majr or may not be those 
which naturally underlie the Permian Sandstone. Leavmg this question to be 
solved by further trials, which I hope will be undertaken, I wish to notice 



* From MSS. notes of Mr. R. D. Darbishire. 
11559. Qc 
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the alteration which the strata appear to have undergone on approaching the 
fault, and in illustration of whicn Mr. Greenwell had taken care to preserve 
specimens. 

The whole of the beds on cither side had evidently been subjected to violent 
compression and friction, by which considerable amount of heat was evolved, 
producing in the strata the following changes : — 

The four-feet coal on approaching the fault was found changed into compact 
cinder, the bituminous matter being driven ofiP, while the strata above and 
below were highly indurated. On the west side of the fault, besides the 
the change of colour similar to that which Coal-measure strata imdergo when 
heated, tlie beds had become unusually hardened, and the ironstones so 
changed as to resemble reddish jasper. 

The combined action of heat and })rcsBure is in this case admirably illustrated, 
and the appearance of the strata is in striking contrast to that of the Coal- 
measures along the line of the Jrwell Valley fault, where the beds run up, and 
end off against the fault without any change either in their position or 
structure. 

E. H. 



STOCKPORT, MACCLESFIELD, CONGLETON, AND LEEK. 99 



INDEX OF PLACES. 



Alderley Edge ; 7. 15. 37, 38, 39. 
Alders ; 43. 
Altrincham ; 79. 
Anchor Knowl ; 46. 
Ashcombe Wood ; 62. 
Ashop Clough ; 87. 
Aspinshaw ; 19. 
Astbury ; 9. 13. 72, 73. 
Axe Edge ; 16. 47. 84. 

Bacon House ; 78. 
Badderley Edge ; 63. 67. 
Badgers Clough ; 57. 
Bagnall ; 69. 84. 
Bakestone Dale ; 22. 
Bank Top ; 49. 54. 
Bank Wood Mill ; 15. 
Bareleg ; 54. 
Bams Lee ; 65. 
Bearda ; 14. 92. 
Bearhurst j 77. 
Beat Bridge ; 15. 28. 34. 
BeelowHill; 61. 
Belmont Chapel ; 60. 
Berry Bank End ; 52. 
Biddulph ; 27. 31. 78. 
Biddulph Mill ; 70. 
Biddolph Moor ; 68. 
BigFenton; 68. 
Birchen Booth ; 50. 
Birch Trees ; 65, 66. 
Black Clough ; 50. 
Black Hill Gate ; 75. 
Blackshaw Moor Farm ; 54. 
Blakelow Stoop ; 63. 
Bleak Knowl ; 45. 47. 
Blue Hills ; 13. 52. 
Bollington ; 10. 22. 37. 63. 
Booseley Grange ; 59. 
Bosley ; 77. 
Bosley Minn ; 16. 67. 
Bottom of the Oven ; 44. 
Bowdon ; 41. 
Bradley Green ; 31. 
Bramcott ; 13. 51. 84. 
Bramhall Brook ; 37. 
Bredbury ; 11. 28. 
Brinnington ; 15, 33, 34. 
Broadbottom ; 15. 24. 
Broad Oak Reservoir ; 10. 40. 
Brook, The; 68. 
Brook House ; 45. 
Brook Houses ; 70. 
Brund ; 59. 
Buglawton ; 41. 81. 
Bugsworth ; 44. 
Bull Greave ; 44. 
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Bull Head ; 63. 
Butterton ; 59. 
Buxton ; 13. 21. 46. 84. 

Castage ; 47. 
Castle Cliff ; 43. 
Castle Cliff Rocks; 62. 
Cat and Fiddle ; 16.48. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ; 84. 
Cheadle (Cheshire) ; 15, 79, 80. 
Cheadle (Staffordshire); 27. 60. 
Chinley Chum; 16. 19. 43. 
Chinley Head ; 61. 
Chinley Hills ; 21. 44. 48. 
Chisworth ; 24. 
Chorley; 40. 
Chrome Hill ; 48. 
Cliff; 63. 

Clockhouse Wood ; 37, 38. 
Cloud Hill ; 16. 69. 84. 
Cloud Wood ; 69. 
Clough House ; 45. 
Cobden Edge ; 18. 43. 74. 
Cocks Moss ; 77. 
Coidshaw ; 48. 
Colley Mill ; 14. 41. 
Combs Head ; 44. 
Combs Moss ; 16. 61. 84. 
Compstall ; 15. 22. 24. 
Congleton : 7. 21. 77. 
Congleton Edge ; 70. 84. 92. 
Coombes, The ; 60. 92. 
Coombs Edge ; 16. 43. 88. 
Cow Brook ; 41. 
Crabtree Knowl ; 42. 
Cracken Edge ; 44. 61. 
Crag Hall; 50. 
Cumberland ; 46. 49. 
Cut Thorn ; 45. 

Dane Bridge ; 43. 51. 

Dane-en-Shaw ; 78. 

Dane Slate Quarries ; 48. 

Dane's Moss ; 81. 

Dane Thom Colliery ; 47. 

Dawson ; 67. 

Dean Water ; 37. 

Denton; 28. 

Didsbury ; 37. 75. 79. 

Disley ; 19, 20. 24. 42, 43. 62. 

Dove Head ; 48. 

Dry Stones ; 64. 

Dun Cows ; 49. 56. 

Dunwood; 66. 

Eccles Pike ; 16. 44. 
Ecton ; 59. 
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FjUisbiiry Hill ; IC. 64. 
Elkstone ; 59. 
Kndon ; GT. 
Eroocroft Wood ; 24. 42. 

Fur House; 69. 
Fair Thomas ; 4B. 
Fair Thonu ; 48. 
Fallowfield; 79., 
Felt House Wood ; 9X 
Pemilee ; 20. 
Flash 1 13. 49. 
Flash Bank ; 49. 
Flash Bottom ; 45. 49. 
Fleet Green ; 59. 
Fog Brook ; 10. 
Folly J 57. 

Folly Grove Mill ; 32. 
Ford Sprink ; 8. 40. 
Forest Chapel ; 43. 6^. 
Forge Wood; 81. 
FoaM, The ; G5. 
FoJt ; CO. 84. 
Proghall; 61.86. 
FnmDce Bridge ; 14. 

Oanton Rocks ; Gl. 
Gatley ; 79. 
Gawsworth; 77. 
Gee Crossi 22, 
Glass House Fold ; is. 

GIosSOp; 21.44. 
Glutton Mill ; 49. 
r;oldBiH;ll 2G. 50, 51. S3. 93, 9 

Gorton 1 74. 

Goyt's Bridge; 14.47. 

Goyt's Clough ; 14. 2G. 46. 48. 

Govt Hall; 10. 15.S9.8.'). 
Gradbalch Wood 62. 
Green Bways 44. 
Green Gutlef Hill; 51. 
Green Bills Colliery g 50. 52. 
Grin Hill ; 48. 
Grotto Wood ; 8. 40, 
Gnnflill; 16, 17.43.45. 



Hags Wood; 81. 
Hammertoo ; 65. 
Ilamps, B. ; 60. 
Harden Hal! 11.34. 
HarMbil) is. 
Ilarrop Edge i 42. 
Uarrop Wnod ; 4.1. 
Ttaralnu Wood j CO. 
Hartington ; 48, 49. 



HavauDah) 78. 81. 

Haylield ; 44, 84. 

Hay Hill ; 32. 70, 

Ilailebarrow 52. 

Hules Wood CO. 

IleBtti Bouse G6. 

Beaton Mewpy ; 34, 35. nr. 79. 

High Abb; 46.47.59. 

Higher I'eltels; 67. 

Hills Wood ; 62. 



Hockeriey ; 20. 25. 
Hole, The I 49. 
Holliogworth ; 4S, 
Hollin Hay Wood ; 60. 
Ilollin I^ne ; 67. 81. 
HoUin Tongue ; 4.1. 51. 
Holly Wood ; 7a. 
Hope Hill [■ 34, 35. 
Hope Stone ; 60. 
BorloQ ; GC. 
How Moor ; 75. 
Hng Bridge; 14. 3G. 
Holme; 79. 
Hurdsfield ; 10. 23. 

Hyde ; 22. 28. 
Hyde Bridge; 15. 

Jenkin Chapel ; 42. 47. 
lagteborough ; 82. 
Eerridge ; 15. 22. 63. 
Kinder Scout ; 21. 
Knipej 44. 
Knipersley ; 69. 
Kniveden ; 54. 

Ladbatch Plantation ; 43. 
Lady Edge ; 59. 
Lamin Load, 63. 
. Langley Hall ; 63. 
Lantern Pike ; 43. 
Lea Milt Forges ; 27. 70. 7$. 9,1, 
r.ee; 67. 
Leech Hole; 51, 
LeeHouxe; 67. 
Leek ; 7. 62. 

IJttle Hill End ; 45. 50. 54. 
Tiongnor ; 48. -^9. 
Longton ; 94. 
Lots Lane Bridge ; 50. 
ijoyrtx House ; 43. 
Lower PexhiU ; 77. 
LudehariiU; 5a. 
Liidwell Mill 49. 
Lndwortbj 24. 
Lum Edge ; 69. 
Lyme Park ; 15. 82. 42. 62. 

Macclesfield ; 7. 10. 23. 74. 76. 84. B 

Marple ; 14, 15. 49. 

ilarndtn Hduw? 31. 

Marsh, Hie; 55. 

Matley Moor ; 43. 44. 

Meeriirook; 13. 54. 

Mellow; 16. 18. 43. 

Milking Steads ; 67. 76. 

Mii:oni 13. 17. 58. 93. 

Mole House ; 71). 
Monystone ; 60. 
Monidge; 56. 
Morridge Top ; 54. 
Morria Grange ; 6R, 
Moss Houses ; 4S. 

Moss TjCC ; 60. 

Moss I^e Mill ; 63. 
Motlram 1 43. 

Mottram St Andrew ; 38, 39. 
Mow Cop) 16. as. 40. 7o. 
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Neild Lye ; 48. 

New Grange ; 54. 

New House ; 68. 

New Mills ; 14. 19. 24. 43. 84. 

Newtown ; 59. 

NithenEnd; 47. 

Norbury ; 10. 29. 35. 

North Hills Wood ; 5G. 

North Rode ; 9. 40. 80. 

Northwich ; 14. 

Norman Wood j 48. 

Oakamoor ; 61. 
Oaken Clough ; 65. 
Oaks, The ; 63. 
Offerton Green ; 28. 
Oldridge ; 60. 
Old Smithy; 54. 
Ollerset ; 24. 43. 
One House ; 63. 
Otterspool ; 22. 
Over Bradnop ; 54. 
Overlee ; 19. 

Pack Saddle Hollow ; 62. 
Park Hill ; 49. 
Park House ; 67. 
Park Moor ; 22. 
Parsonage; 49. 
Peak, The; 11. 
Pecks, The ; 49. 
Pecks House ; 36. 68. 
Pendle Hill ; 82. 
Pheasant Clough ; 51. 
;Potteries, The ; 69. 
Pott Mill ; 22. 
Pott Shrigley ; 22. 
Poynton ; 10. 28. 31. 62. 97. 
Prestbury ; 75. 77. 
Puddlebank ; 72. 78. 
Pye Clough ; 57. 
Pyegreave ; 62. 
Pym Chair ; 44. 47. 

Quainford; 46. 50. 
Quarry Bank ; 14. 88. 41. 
Quarry Wood ; 40. 

Raecliflf Wood ; 66. 
Rainow ; 43. 62, 63. 
Rangemoor; 66. 
Ratcliffe Wood; 9. 40. 67. 
Ravage Top ; 59. 
Reddish Mills ; 75. 
Reddish Wood; 15.34.37. 
Redmoor Lane ; 20. 
Ridge Gate ; 65. 
Roaches, The; 16. 52. 84. 
Roach Gate ; 51. 
Robin's Clough ; 26. 45. 51. 
Rocester ; 13. 
Rock Hall; 52. 
Roewood Colliery ; 23. 74. 
Romilly; 22. 
Rossen Clough ; 67. 
Rough Hay ; 67. 
Rowsley ; 13. 
Rudyerd ; 43. 66. 84. 



Rulow Knob ; 63. 
Runcorn; 14. 
Rushton James ; 68. 
Rushton Spencer ; 36. 65. 68. 

Saltersford ; 42. 45. 
Segley; 64. 
ShafPerlong ; 65. 
Sharp Cliff ; 59. 
Shaw House ; 52. 
Sheen Hill ; 59. 
Shirkley Wood ; 68. 
Shirley Hollow ; 60. 
Shutlingslow ; 16. 43. 51. 
Smithy Sprink ; 60. 
Sponds Hill ; 16. 43. 
Spring Coppice ; 68, 69. 
Sprout House ; 67. 
Stansmoor Hall ; 60. 
Star Wood ; 61. 
Steel House ; 54. 
Stockport; 7. 33, 34, 35, 36. 
Stonyway Head ; 52. 
Strawberry Hill ; 14. 
Stretford; 79. 
St. Thomas' Church ; 70. 
Stypherson Park ; 22. 
Sunny Dale ; 56. 
Swallow ; 67. 
Swansmoor ; 54. 
Swithamley ; 54. 

Tegg's Nose ; 16. 43. 63. 

Thatch Marsh Colliery ; 47. 

The Rocks ; 51, 52. 

Thorncliff; 54. 

Thorns Cliff ; 48. 

Thomsett ; 19. 

Tintwistle ; 14. 

Tittersworth Reservoir ; 55. 92. 

Toft House; 65. 

Torkington ; 35. 

Tors, The ; 47. 

Tower Hill Colliery ; 31. 

Travis Brow ; 34. 37. 79. 

Underbank ; 79. 
Upper Elkstone ; 56. 

Vale Royal ; 75. 

Warburton ; 14. 

Water Meetings ; 14, 1 5. 

Waterside ; 14. 25. 

Wensleydale ; 83. 

Wemeth Low ; 16. 42. 

Wetley ; 65. 

WetleyMoor; 28. 

Wetley Moor Farm ; 60. 84. 

Wetley Rocks ; 43. 66. 

Wetstone Hole ; 51. 

Whaley Bridge ; 14. 20. 24. 44. 84. 

Whaley Moor ; 16. 43. 

Whiston ; 60. 

White Hills ; 43. 

White House End ; 32. 

Whitesides ; 65. 
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Whitmore Wood ; 78. 
Wibbersley Hall ; 22. 
"Wickenstone ; 69. 
Wild Boar Clough ; 51. 
Wild Moor Bank Hollow ; 45. 
Wilmslow ; 14. 37, 38. 
Wilson Rocks J 49. 



Windaway Head ; 63. 
Windgather Rocks ; 47. 
Winkle ; 67. 
Withington HaU ; 37. 
Wood End ; 64. 
Woodhouse Green ; 68, 69. 
WykeHead; 15. 



LONDON : 

Printed by George E. Eyke and William Spottiswoode, 
Printers to the Queen's most Excellent Majesty. 

For Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 
[11409.— 500.— 1/66.] 



/ 




